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Abstract 

This report, based on household data from the Farm Costs and Returns 
Survey, describes the characteristics of farm operator households and their 
farm businesses. It also examines the sources of off-farm income received by 
farm operator households. This report finds that the average farm household 
now has an income comparable to that for all U.S. households, although well- 
being varies significantly across households. About 90 percent of farm 
operator households received income from off-farm sources. Although more 
than half of farm operators claim farming as their major occupation, a much 
smaller share Ipas farm income as the household's principal source of income. 
This report inaugurates a new U.S. Department of Agriculture farm household 
income series. 
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distribution, net worth, farm spouse, farm poverty 
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Summary 

About 90 percent of farm operator households received income from sources 
other than the farms they operated during 1988-90, and the extent of their 
dependence on farm income and their overall well-being varied significantly 
across households. The U.S. Department of Agriculture has adopted a new 
approach for measuring the income of farm operator households. For the first 
time, a more accurate measurement of the share of farm business income that 
farm operator households received is possible due to new data from the Farm 
Costs and Returns Survey. This report describes the sources of income that 
farm operators and their households received and measures their dependence 
on Income from their farming operations for 1988-90. 

The average income of farm operator households was $39,007 in 1990. Only 
$5,742 of that was from their farms. However, because the structure of 
farming is so diverse, the average farm income does not provide a meaningful 
picture of how important farming is to farm operator households. Nearly three- 
quarters of farm operator households operate small farms with gross sales of 
less than $50,000. These households lose money on their farms on average. 
Another 22 percent of farms would still be considered of a modest size, with 
gross sales of $50,000 to $249,999. In 1990, most of these households had a 
positive return from their farms, averaging $16,236. Only 6.2 percent of farms 
had sales of $250,000 or more in 1990. Although they are small in number, 
these larger farms produced just over half of the agricultural commodities in 
the United States in 1990. Farm operations with sales in the $250,000 to 
$499,999 range averaged $53,314 from their farms, and those with sales 
above $500,000 averaged $118,035. 

The major occupation of the farm operator is consistent with the farm size and 
income findings. The larger the farm, the less likely the farm operator is to 
have a major occupation off the farm. Nationally, 44 percent of farm operators 
have a nonfarm occupation as their major occupation. 

Off-farm income is the major source of income for most farm operator 
households. The average off-farm income of farm operator households in 
1990 was $33,265, or 85 percent of their total household income.  Most of the 
off-farm income comes in the form of wages and salaries. In about 60 percent 
of farm operator households, either or both the farm operator or spouse 
earned off-farm wage and salary income. Off-farm income, while it still varies 
across farm households, is generally more stable across farm operator 
households. 

The receipt of off-farm income has become one of the most important means 
for farm operator households to diversify their financial position and bring 
greater security to the household. Only about 20 percent of farm operator 
households received more income from the farm than off the farm in 1990, 
although another 10 percent of farm households lost more on their farm than 
they made off their farm. Small farms earned the iargest off-farm incomes at 
$37,276. but the off-farm incomes of the very largest farms (with more than 
$500,000 in sales) were not much lower, at $32,698. Midsized farms, with 
$50,000 to $249,999 in sales, received the lowest average off-farm income in 
1990. More than 90 percent of these farm operator households had farming 
as their major occupation. 

The average household income of farm operators is similar to that of the 
average U.S. household. The large gap in average incomes once observed 

vii 



between farm households and other U.S. households has been eliminated 
since the 1970*s. Hov/ever, farm operator households have greater Jnoome 
inequality as a group than do all U.S. households. Qini indexes of income 
inequality are about 50 percent greater for farm operator households than they 
are for aH U.S. households. More than 20 percent of farm operator 
households have incomes below the official poverty threshold, twice the rate of 
all U.S. families. At the high end of the income distribution, more farm 
operator households have incomes above $100,000 than do U.S. households 
(6 percent compared with 4 percent). 

Net worth is a critical dimension of the financial well-being of farm operator 
households. Most U.S. households reJy on their human capital to generate 
most of their income; however, farm operator households must have 
substantial net worth to succeed in farming. Consequently, most farm 
operator households are significantly wealthier than the U.S. population at 
large.  Even operator households of small farms or those with household 
incomes below the official poverty threshold have substantial net worths. The 
average net worth of farm operator households in 1990 was $411,681. Eighty- 
five percent of their average net worth was tied up in the farm. 

A large percentage of farm operators are elderly or near-elderly compared with 
the whole U.S. population. This is understandable, in part, because the farm 
is usually the family home for most farmers, and they very gradually exit from 
farming. High school was the highest levelof formal education for 40 percent 
of farm operators. Farmers are less likely than the general U.S. population to 
h^e completed 4 years of college. Despite this difference, farmers have 
significantly closed the educational gap that once existed between themselves 
and the general U.S. population. Farm operators who have earned a college 
degree are more likely to have a nonfarm major occupation than a farm 
occupation. Formal educational attainment is also positively associated with 
farm profitability. 

Spouses of operators are slightly younger and are more likely to complete 
high school than are operators. Spouses are less involved with the operation 
of the farm than are operators, although about 20 percent of spouses jointly 
operate their farms with the major operator. The farm work of spouses as a 
group accounted for only 12 percent of all hours worked on U.S. farms 
(compared with 52 percent for operators). Spouses were also much less likely 
than operators to report that farming was their major occupation. The most 
commonly reported major occupation of spouses was homemaking. 
However, spouses' off-farm work brought financial security to many of the 
households; the households where the spouse worked off the farm had the 
highest household incomes and the lowest poverty rates. 

Direct payment programs of the government are generally designed for only 
selected commodities; therefore, only about a third of all U.S. farms receive 
payments. Households associated with farms that received small payments 
(less than $5,000) under government programs had lower average household 
incomes than the two-thirds that did not receive any payments. Less than 4 
percent of all U.S. farms, or 11 percent of all program participants, received 
payments of $25,000 or more. The households associated with these farms 
averaged household incomes of almost $75,000 in 1990. 
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The Economic Weil-Being of Farm Operator 
Households, 1988-90 

Mary C. Ahearn 
Janet E. Perry 

Hisham S. El-Osta 

Introduction 

This report presents national and regional data on 
U.S. farm operators and their households for 1988- 
90. Data on personal characteristics of farm 
operators include age, educational attainment, major 
occupation, and number of hours worked on the 
farm. Additional data on personal characteristics of 
the operator, such as gender, race, hours v^^orked 
off the farm, and whether or not the operator resides 
on the farm, are available for just 1 of the 3 years. 
Also, data on the personal characteristics of the 
spouse of the operator, such as age, educational 
attainment, major occupation, number of hours 
worked on and off the farm, and whether or not the 
spouse shares In the responsibility of operating the 
farm, are available for 1988. 

The data in this report describe the financial well- 
being of farm operator households based on such 
characteristics of their farms as economic size of 
farm, farm commodity specialization, legal form of 
organization, farm net worth, and farmland tenancy. 
A major focus of the detailed data tabulations is to 
establish the links between farm businesses and 
farm operator households. \ The final set of 
characteristics included in this report pertain to the 
finances of the household, including the farm 
income earned, off-farm sources of income, size 
distribution of household income, poverty status, 
and their dependence on farm income. 

Background 

Farming households historically were financially 
disadvantaged compared with other households in 
the United States. This is generally no longer true. 
In part, this is because farms have consolidated 
over time so that, even in real dollar terms, farm 
income per farm has increased. In addition, nearly 
all farm operator households receive income from 

off-farm sources. Farm income is no longer a major 
source of income for most farm operator 
households; more than 40 percent of farm operator 
households lose money on their farm on a cash 
basis in a typical year. The majority of farm 
households who lose money on their farms earn 
adequate income from off their farms to bring their 
total household incomes to at least above-poverty 
levels. Even many farm households with incomes 
remaining below the poverty level after considering 
all sources of household income have relatively 
healthy net worths. Recognizing that farm operator 
households make production decisions about their 
farm businesses jointly with decisions about other 
household interests is more important today than 
when the issue was modeled early on in an 
economic optimization framework in 1965 (Lee).^ 
However, the variations in financial well-being ¡ 
among farm households are significant and difficult 
to generalize. The tables in this report represdnt a 
major effort to document those variations for the 
most important subgroups of farm households. 

The number of farms in the United States is now 
more than 2 million, down from the peak high in 
1935 of 6.8 million.  Farming accounts for about 2.3 
percent of all jobs in the United States and, even in 
nonmetropolitan areas, farming employs only about 
8 percent of the workforce (Majchrowicz and 
Salsgiver). In terms of national income, farming is 
less significant; for example, only 1.4 percent of the 
gross domestic product was from farming in 1991 
(U.S. Department of Commerce, 1992). Despite 
these rather modest indicators of the importance of 
farming in the U.S. economy, farming attracts a 
great deal of attention at the national policy level. 

^For an analysis of the performance of U.S. farms from a strictly 
business perspective, see Morehart, Johnson, and Banker. 

^Authors' names identify source citations listed in the References 
section. 



The reasons for the seemingly disproportionate 
interest in farming today are varied and compiex. 
Farming has strong tinkages to other Industries in 
the economy by purchasing inputs for use in 
agricultural production and by providing the basic 
agricultural commodities that are processed into 
final products. This networic is often referred to 
broadly as the food and fiber system. The whole of 
the food and fiber system provided about 18 
percent of all jobs and contributed more than 15 
percent of the gross domestic product of the U.S. 
economy. Also of importance to the larger economy 
is the positive contribution agriculture makes to the 
U.S. balance of trade. In 1990, as has been the 
case since the mid-197ffs. the United States 
imported more than it exported. But the United 
States had a trade surplus in agricultural products 
of $16.6 billion in 1990. In fact, the United States is 
the worid'e largest exporter of agricultural 
commodities, with more than $390 billion in 1990 
(U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1992). 

The exact financial position of U.S. farm households 
is the subject of this report. The well-being and 
characteristics of farm households are critical 
indicators in understanding U.S. agriculture, whether 
one considers agricultural importance from an 
economic, cultural, or public policy viewpoint. 

MeasuremeFit Issues 

Understanding the different approaches to 
measuring the well-being of farm people is critical to 
an informed view of the economic conditions on 
U.S. farms. A variety of measurement approaches 
abound in our statistical systems, some of which 
yield differing conclusions. The measurement 
approaches differ in the definitions of the farm 
population and the income and weafth concepts. 
For more detailed information on historical 
approaches to measuring the well-being of farmers 
see Ahearn (forthcoming). 

Who Are the Farm Households? 

About 9 million individuals are directly associated 
with farming as one or more of the following: farm 
operators, hired farm workers, unpaid workers, or 
farmland owners. Of these, about 7.7 million 
individuals work on farms, mostly for less than half 
of the year (Oliveira and Gox).   Other Individuals do 
not operate or work on farms, but simply rent out 
the farmland they own to farming businesses. In 
1988, there were about 1.3 million of these farmland 
owners (U.S. Department of Commerce, 1990a). 

Our report focuses on the individuals and the 
members of their households who operate the 1.7 
million farms represented by the Farm Costs and 
Returns Survey.^ These individuals and household 
membens may also work as farm laborers or may 
rent farmland to other farmers. We focus on this 
group because they are the major entrepreneurs 
and receive most of the residual income from the 
agricultural production process, making them the 
most affected by market and policy shifts. 

No single definition of family farms has yet been 
recognized as suitable for all purposes. We have 
taken a very broad view of farming in this report, 
eliminating only those farms that are clearly not 
closely held by the operator and members of his or 
her household. Figure 1 illustrates the farm 
operator household population we used compared 
with all farming operations. We excluded some 
operator households from this population for two 
reasons:* 

(1) They operate farms that are organized as 
nonfamily corporations or cooperatives, or the 
operator does not receive any of the net income 
of the business. These excluded operators 
accounted for only 1 plercent of all operators. 

(2) For the farms operated by more than one 
household, only one operator household, that of 
the senior operator, is included in our population. 
Others who are considered to be junior 
operators are not included in our farm household 
population. Although we did not prefer to 
exclude this group of junior operators, current 
data collection conventions determined their 
exclusion. We do not know the household 
characteristics of the excluded households, 
including their household income and wealth 
positions^ but we do know the number of other 
households that share in the net income of the 
business. For example, in 1990,130,382 farm 
operators reported that the income of their farm 
business was split with others outside of their 
housetiold. On average, these operators 
reported that 1.5 other households shared the 
net income of their business. 

^he Farm Costs and Returns Survey (FCRS) is known to 
undercount approximately 400,000, mostly small» farms.  For more 
information, see the "About the Data Source" section of this report 

^Again, our population is less than the official number of farms 
due to undercoufîting.  For more information, see 'About the Data 
Source." 



Figurai 

Number of U.S. farm operator households 

130,000 form households split 
net Income with another 

190,000 households 

\^   Included In our 
sample 

The data source undercounts 
(mostly small) farms by 

about 388,000 

We eliminated 14,000 farms as 
nonfamily farms 

The official USDA 1990 estimate 

of farm numbers is 2.1 million. 

For some purposes, eliminating the very smallest 
farms from the farm population may be useful 
because their motivations for farming are often 
simply to consume the lifestyle amenities associated 
wfth farming. This motivation is similar to that of a 
family that may choose to live adjacent to a 
watenvay to enjoy the scenery. BLä definitions 
based on minimum arbitrary size of farm thresholds 
can be problematic because some operators of 
small farms are motivated by the same priorities as 
are other operators and may differ only in the size of 
their farm. 

Similarly, some might argue that very large farms, 
for example those that require management by 
more than one individual or where the hired labor 
input is sizable, should also be excluded from a 
farm population. However, large farms have often 
grown large simply by being successful at 
managing smaller family farms, and have chosen to 
reinvest in the farming operation rather than in a 
nonfarm investment opportunity. What is the 
justification for eliminating this group of successful 
farms from our consideration? Rather than impose 
a size constraint at either end of the size 
distribution, we prefer to present data 

disaggregated by size of farm for the broadest 
possible definition. 

There are several definitions that the experienced 
user of agricultural data will recognize as having 
some overlap with our farm operator household 
population. For example, the major annual national 
household survey, the Current Population Survey 
(CPS). identifies farm people in three ways: those 
who live on farms, those who receive farm self- 
employment income, and those whose major 
occupation is farming. The last population is 
generally a subset of our farm operator population, 
and the first two groups include some of our farm 
operator population plus additional persons who are 
not members of farm operator households. 

The USDA recently defined a population called the 
farm entrepreneurial population," which includes 
persons in households where the householder 
meets either of the following definitions: (1) a major 
occupation as a farm operator or manager, or (2) 
receipt of farm self-employment income (Butler). 
Other examples of data sometimes reported for 
farmers are Internal Revenue Service (1RS) data on 
those who file schedule F's for tax purposes. This 



population would not include all of our farm operator 
households but would include others not included in 
the farm operator household population. See 
Appendix A in Ahearn (1986) for more detail on a 
comparison of these various farm population 
definitions. 

Measurement of Farm Household Income 

The income definition used in this report is 
conceptually similar to the one the Bureau of the 
Census uses to report the income of all U.S. 
households. This income definition is a money 
income concept, except depreciation is Included as 
an expense for those who are self-employed, such 
as farmers.   No other nonmoney items are 
included, such as the inöome value of food stamps 
or the rental value of the farm dwelling. Because 
our data base is a farm establishment-based survey, 
we collected complete financial data on a farming 
business, but household data for only one 
household connected with the farm (that is, the 
operator's household). The farm operator's 
household does not always receive all of the net 
income of the business (for example, In the case of 
partnership). In this case, we have adjusted the 
household income from the farm business to reflect 
this distribution of income from the farm business. 
Figure 2 shows a more precise specification of the 
computation of household income. 

The method of measuring the income of farm 
households used in this report represents a break 
from past measurement methods that the USDA has 
used (Ahearn, 1990). The earliest approach to 
measuring the income of farm operator households 
was based on the assumption that the farm 
business and farm household finances were the 
same. Net income of farm businesses on a per 
farm basis was probably a good indicator of the 
income of farm operator households when 
comprehensive agricultural economics data were 
first collected in the early part of this century. In the 
early part of the century, most of the households 
(sometimes extended) that operated farms received 
virtually all of the net income of the farm business, 
received minimal income from other sources, lived 
on their farms, and provided most of the necessary 
labor and capital. 

Historically, measurement of the income of farm 
operator households has been considered as 
secondary to the measurement of farm business 
income in most data collection efforts. Treatment of 
the issue in those terms has meant that estimation 

Figure 2 

Computation of farm operator household Income 

Household income = farm income + off-farm income. 

Where, 

Farm income of household = 
(net income of farm operated) X (percent received by 
household) 
+ cash received by household from renting out farmland 
+ net income received by household from another farm 

business 
+ wages and salaries paid to operator and household 

members by farm business. 

And, 

Net income of farm operated = 
net cash Income of the farm business^ 
- depreciation. 

And, 

Off-farm income of household == 
off-farm wages and salaries of household 
+ net income of off-farm businesses of household 
+ interest and dividends of household 
-h all other cash off-farm income of household. 

^ Excludes the income the business receives from renting out 
farmland to other farms. Farm labor expenses paid to an operator 
(hired manager) and household members are Included as 
business expenses. 

Of the income of farm operator households has 
been based on indirect approaches that require 
assumptions about the relationship of the farm 
household to the farm business. The estimates 
presented in this report are from the Farm Costs 
and Returns Survey (FGRS) for 1988-90. The FCRS 
included the necessary questions to directly 
measure the incomes of farm operator households. 

How Is Wealth Measured? 

On average, farm households are wealthier than the 
average U.S. household. The old saying that 
farmers live poor and die rich is based on the 
common belief that farm households have relatively 
low incomes, but their net worths are quite high. 
When measuring farm wealth, adjustments similar to 
those in the farm income case are necessary to 
move between wealth of the farm business and 
wealth of the farm operator household. The farm 
operator household's net worth is the sum of the 



household's share of the farm business wealth and 
the household's wealth in off-farm holdings. 

Accurate data have not been available in the past 
for the wealth of the farm operator household. More 
specifically, the share of the farm business wealth 
that the farm operator household held was 
unknown. Two indicators of farm wealth have 
commonly been assumed synonymous with the 
wealth of farm operator households. However, both 
of these Indicators overstate the wealth of farm 
operator households. Fairst, the per farm wealth 
data on the whole of the farm sector as currently 
reported in the Economic Indicators of the Farm 
Sector series have been used as equivalent to 
average farm operator household, or at least farm, 
wealth. The problem with this indicator of farm 
wealth is that it measures the wealth of the whole 
farm sector, which includes all who own capital in 
agriculture, such as landlords and those who 
contract with farm businesses for production. Use 
of these data as indicators of the wealth of farm 
operator households significantly overstates those 
levels. 

The second source of data commonly used to 
represent the wealth of farm operator households is 
collected periodically on follow-on surveys to the 
census of agriculture (U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 1990a). These data document the farm 
wealth of the farm business and add that wealth to 
the nonfarm wealth of the farm operator household. 
For farm operator households that operate farms 
jointly with individuals in other households (these 
operator households are generally associated with 
the larger farms), use of this data source as a proxy 
again overstates their wealth. 

The FCRS has generally followed the census of 
agriculture approach of collecting farm balance 
sheet data strictly for the farm business. For 1988, 
a special version of the FCRS collected nonfarm 
wealth of the farm operator household (Ahearn and 
El-Osta).  For 1990, a special version of the FCRS 
collected the nonfarm wealth of the farm operator 
household and ascertained what percentage of the 
farm wealth from the farm business the farm 
operator and members of his or her household held. 
As was true for the comparable' adjustment for farm 
income, the adjustment for wealth over all farm 
operator households is minor, but for some groups, 
such as large farms, the correcting adjustments are 
significant. 

About the Data Source 

The FCRS, the data source for this report, has been 
a cooperative project of the Economic Research 
Sen/ice (ERS) and the National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) since the first data were collected in 
1985 for calendar year 1984. The FCRS was 
created by merging the resources of two previously 
independently run USDA surveys: the Farm 
Production Expenditure Survey and the Costs of 
Production Survey. 

The useable sample size is about 12,000 farms 
each year. The data are repeated cross-sections, 
not panel data; that is, the same farms are not 
tracked over the years. Both an area and list frame 
are used in the sampling process. The list includes 
all known large farms stratified by economic size 
and other characteristics. The area frame, which is 
stratified by land use, is designed to capture the 
small farms that are difficult to track over time. The 
sample is drawn so that it can be expanded by 
statistical weights to represent all U.S. farms. 

Compared with the official USDA number of farms 
(2.1 million), the FCRS is known to undercount 
farms by about 350.000-400,000. Most of these 
farms are in the sales classes of less than $10,000. 
Throughout this publication, we chose not to adjust 
the data to account for this undercount, which 
would require making assumptions about the 
characteristics of those farms and households that 
our sampling methods missed. However, the user 
should be aware of the implications of the 
undercount for his or her own purposes. In the 
near future, NASS will be improving the FCRS data 
to systematically adjust for the undercount of farms 
and to enhance the adjustments for nonresponses 
to the survey. See Appendix I for additional details 
on response rates and interview times and a 
discussion on data reliability. 

The FCRS is composed of multiple versions, all of 
which collect consistent financial data on the farm 
business. In addition, each version contains a 
different set of special questions designed to 
address a unique topic of interest. Each of the 
special versions has two sample weights that allow 
the data to be expanded to the U.S. population in 
two ways: along with all other versions of the FCRS 
or, independently, with only the data from that 
version. Since the 1988 survey, the Farm Operator 
Resource (FOR) version has been dedicated to 



collecting special data on farm operator households. 
Some of the tables in this publication are based on 
the subsample of FCRS farms from the FOR version. 
Tables based on FOR data are noted as such. The 
FOR version for 1990 did not include an area frame; 
therefore, when it Is used independently, as is 
necessary for the questionnaire items that are 
unique to the FOR, It significantly undercounts small 
farms. Based on our analysis, we believe that the 
1990 FOR does an adequate job of representing 
some of tbe average characteristics of farms and 
households. Therefore, we have included some 
tables based on 1990 FOR data, but the detail is 
reduced significantly. 

The FCRS yields estimates of net farm income and 
its component parts for farm businesses. However, 
tt is not the official source of data on net farm 
income. The USDA has produced an estimate of 
net farm income of the agricultural sector since 
1913. The latter estimate is the "official" estimate of 
net farm income and is published annually in the 
Economic Indicators of the Farm Sector (ECIFS) 
series (US. Department of Agriculture, 1991). 
Because it is the official estimate, USDA's estimate 
of net farm income is included in the Bureau of 
Economic Analysis* estimate of gross domestic 
product in the National Income and Product 
Accounts.' The USDA^s estimate of net farm income 
is also the series that the USDA tracks and 
forecasts to monitor the performance of the farm 
sector. 

The estimates of net farm income from the two 
different sources are not directly comparable 
because their conceptual bases differ.   The FCRS 
net income concept is for all farm production 
operations. The official estimate of farm income is 
for the whole of the farm sector, including 
contractors of production. The two estimates are 
also very different because they are based on 
different data sources. Appendix tt provides a more 
detailed description of the construction of the 
estimates from the two sources. > 

The two data sources complement each other and 
together provide a more complete understanding of 
the condition of farm businesses and the people 
involved in farm production. Both data sources 
have advantages and disadvantages. The FCRS is 
the only annual data source for information on farm 
operator household characteristics and on the 
connection between the income and net worth of 
farm businesses and households. It is known to 
undercount small farms. The official estimate 
provides the only estimate of the income of the 

whole of the farm sector, but It provides no 
information on farm households and little information 
on the distribution of sector income to people 
involved in farming.   We are using a FCRS-based 
estimate of farm income of farm operator 
households in this report because (1) the official 
farm income estimates do not allow for farm 
operator household farm income to be separated 
from the farm income of the whole sector, (2) we are 
interested in distributional issues, and (3) despite 
the evidence that the official estimate probably 
provides a more reliable estimate of gross farm 
income, the more Important estimate for analysis of 
household well-being is ihe net income measure. 

Characteristics and Finances Of Farm 
Operator Households 

Detailed tables on characteristics of farm operator 
households and their financial position are 
presented for numerous subpopulations for 3 years, 
1988-90. The subpopulations are defined based on: 

(1) Characteristics of the farms they operate (tables 
1-18) 
• Size 
• Commodity specialization 
• Legal form of organization 
• Farmland tenure 
• Region 
• Participation in government programs 

(2) Characteristics of the operator (tables 19-27) 
•Age 
• Education 
• Major occupation 

(3) Financial characteristics (tables 28-42) 
• Total iTousehold income 
• Farm income 
• Off-farm income 
• Pover^ and farm income dependency 
• Net worth of farm 

Additional detailed tables are included on 
characteristics and finances of households by farm 
residency and off-farm labor force participation of 
operators and their spouses for 1988, and on race 
and gender of farm operators for 1990 from the 
special version of the FCRS, the FOR version. 
Finally, the FOR-based tables include information on 

^he Bureau of Economic Analysis makes minor adjustments to 
the USDA estimate to conform more closely with the concepts of 
the National Income and Product Accounts. 



sources of off-farm income for individual household 
members, rather than for the household as a whole, 
the average hours worked and wage rates for 
operators and spouses on and off the farm, 
household expenditures for living needs, and 
household net worth. See Appendix III for more 
details on the definition of terms used in the tables 
and text. 

Personal Characterletlcs 

A large percentage of farm operator households are 
elderly or near-elderly compared with the U.S. 
population (fig. 3 and table). In 1990, about 46 
percent of farm operators were aged 55 years or 
older compared with 35 percent for all U.S. 
householders (U.S. Department of Commerce, 
1991 a).   When the age distribution of farm 
operators is compared with the age distribution of 
only those in the labor force, the differences are 
even more striking. For example, in 1990, only 3 
percent of all employed persons in the United 
States were aged 65 years or older compared with 
22 percent of U.S. farm operators (U.S. Department 
of Labor, 1991a). 

Although it is a notable characteristic, the age 
distribution of U.S, farmers is not surprising when 
one considers that the farm is the family home for 
most farmers and that generally they very gradually 
retire out of farming. This is reflected in their 
contribution to the total agricultural product 
produced on U.S. farms (only 12 percent in 1990 for 
those farms operated by an individual aged 65 
years or more.) The exiting stage of their farming 
life often lasts more than a decade, as the elder 
generation passes on the lessons of their 
experience by jointly operating with the next 
generation of heirs. The age distribution is also 
easy to explain when we consider that younger 
persons are entering farming at a very slow rate 
(Gale), possibly as a result of high startup costs and 
the prospect of low returns and high risks compared 
with other career options. 

Spouses of operators are slightly younger. In 1988, 
their average age was 50 years compared with the 
operators' 53 years. By age category, the most 
significant difference between operators' and 
spouses' ages was in the smaller percentage of 
spouses 65 years or older. 

About 12 percent of operators were younger than 
35 years during the 1988-90 period. Younger 
farmers had higher average income from farm 
sources than other age groups had in both 1988 
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Characteristics of farm operator households and all 
U.S. households, 1990 

Item 
Farm operator U.S. 

households       households 

Number 1,738.019 94,312,000 

Percent 
Age of operator/householder:^ 

15 to 34 years 11.7 26.7 
35 to 44 years 20.7 22.6 
45 to 54 years 21.7 15.6 
55 to 64 years 23.5 13.3 
65 years or older 22.4 21.8 

Educatlorr of operator/ 
householder:^ 
Less than high school 24.1 23.3 
High school graduate 40.5 35.8 
Some college 19.0 18.3 
College and beyond 16.5 22.6 

Household size: 
1 person 8.9 25.0 
2 persons 40.7 32.0 
3 persons 18.9 17.1 
4 persons 17.2 15.4 
5 or more persons 14.4 10.5 

Household income class: 
Less than $10,000 22.2 14.9 
$10,000-$24,999 27.2 27.2 
$25,000 .$49,999 28.8 33.3 
$50,000 and more 21.8 24.6 

Share below poverty 
threshold 21.9 13.5^ 

Gini ratio .64 

Dollars 

.43 

Average household income 39,007 37>403 

Average househoid net 
worth 411,681 92,017^ 

Average household 
expenditures 15,049 28,369 

and 1990. Younger farmers were more likely than 
all but the oldest farmers (65 years or older) to 
report farming as their major occupation, or where 
they spent most of their time in gainful employment. 
The youngest farmers also worked more hours on 
their farm per year than did other age groups. This 
is consistent with being a new entrant into farming 
and being more likely to expect to expand the size 
of the operation (Whittaker and Ahearn). The link 
be^een age of operator and hours worked is 
consistent with trends in farm specialization by age: 
the percentage of farm operators who specialize in 
the labor-intensive dairy specialty decreases with 
age, and the percentage of farm operators who 
specialize in cow-calf operations, which require 
relatively little labor, increases with operator age. 
Hours operators worked on the farm consistently 
declined across the age groups. 

The average household income of farm operator 
households where the farm operator was younger 
than age 35 was $32,605 in 1990, As with the other 
age groups, average farm income for this age group 
is lower than average off-^farm income. Because of 
the dedication of hours to the farm business, farm 
operator households with young operators depend 
more on their farms for their household incomes. 
Other characteristics that are closely related to farm 
operator age are farm net worth, farmland tenancy, 
farm financial position, and unearned sources of off- 
farm income. All of these relationships are 
consistent with the common life-cycle trend of 
acquiring wealth during one's lifetime. 

In 1990, almost one in four farm operators had not 
completed high school (fig. 3 and table). Thirty-five 
percent had earned some college credits, with 
slightly less than half of them earning at least a 
bachelor's degree. But 40 percent of farm 
operators ended their formal education with high 
school graduation. 

The average farmer's educational attainment is 
similar to that of all U.S. householders, except that 
farm operators are less likely to have completed 4 
years of college and are more likely to have stopped 
their formal education with high school (see table).® 

^ U.S. householder data are for those aged 16 years or older. 
^ U.S. householder data are for those aged 15 years or older. 
^ For U.S. persons. The poverty rate for U.S. families was 10.7 

percent in 1990. 
^ Data are for 1988 because data are not available annually on 

the net worth of a\\ U.S. households. Net worth data were 
collected for 1991, but are not yet available. 

Sources: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey; Eargle; U.S. 
Department of Commerce, 1991 a, 1S91 b, and forthcoming; and U.S. 
Department of Labor, 1^1 b. 

^Educational attainment of farm operators is compared with that 
of U.S. householders (aged 15 years and older) here because 
most farm operators would be classified as householders.  In 
general, the educational attainment of U.S. householders is similar 
to that of all persons, except householders are slightly more likely 
to have completed 4 years of college. The educational attainment 
of farm operators in 1990 was somewhat less than that of all 
persons, as well as householders. 
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Although a gap in levels of formal education 
remains between farm operators and the general i 
U.S. population» that gap has lessened significantly 
over time, especially during the 1960's (Bellamy). 

Educational attainment has generally risen over time 
in the United States, so that older persons tend to 
have lower educational levels. The educational 
attainment of farm operators who are 65 years and 
older is very similar to the educational attainment of 
all U.S. householders in that age group. 
Householders under age 65 years have higher 
educational attainment than do their older 
counterparts for both the farm operator and the total 
U.S. householder population. 

The most obvious difference between farm 
operators and the general U.S. population for the 
younger than age 65 group is that farmers are more 
likely to have ended their formal education with high 
school, rather than have gone on to college. 
Perhaps this is because farmers had employment 
alternatives and responsibilities back home on their 
families' farms or ranches that other college 
students did not have. The lower college 
completion among even the youngest of farm 
operators may mean that the lower formal 
educational attainment of farm operators compared 
with the general U.S. population will persist into the 
near future. 

Farm operators who have earned a college degree 
are more likely to have a nonfarm major occupation 
than a farm occupation. In general, as educational 
attainment increases, the proportion of operators 
whose major occupation is farming decreases.   Off- 
farm income increases correspondingly.  Farm 
operator households where the operator had earned 
at least a 4-year college degree averaged more than 
$64,000 in 1990.   Although the operators with 
higher levels of educational attainment are more 
likely to have major occupations other than farming, 
the farms they operate are not generally smaller, 
whether measured in terms of sales class or farm 
net worth. The farm businesses of the 17 percent of 
farm operators who had at least a 4-year college 
degree produced 25 percent of the total value of 
production in the United States in 1990. There is 
also a clear relationship between educational level 
and farm profitability. The greater the operator's 
education, the higher the rates of return to farm 
assets and farm equity. 

A large portion of farm operators who have less 
than a high school education are elderly. Forty 
percent are aged 65 years or older, and another 30 

percent are between ages 55 and 65 years. 
Therefore, the characteristics of households where 
the operators have less than a high school 
education are similar to those of all older farm 
operator households: farming is more likely to be 
the major occupation of the operator, farm income 
and off-farm incomes are relatively low, and a higher 
percentage of households have incomes below the 
poverty line. 

The spouses of operators have slightly higher 
educational attainment than operators overall. The 
major difference comes in the significantly lower 
percentage of spouses who did not finish high 
school. There are no major differences between 
operators and spouses in the likelihood of attending 
college or earning a college degree. 

The age distribution of spouses can probably 
explain part of the formal educational attainment 
difference between operators and spouses (that is, 
the smaller proportion of spouses in the older than 
age 65 years category). However, the major 
reasons for this difference likely lie in complex social 
factors. The operators, or the individuals who 
aspire to be operators, may be required to supply 
their labor to the farm production activities. These 
responsibilities may conflict with attending school. If 
an operator feels confident that he or she is to 
assume the responsibilities of operating a farm, the 
operator may not perceive there to be a suitable 
payoff to continued formal education.  Spouses, on 
the other hand, may not face the same set of 
responsibilities and opportunities on the farm. 

Most U.S. farmers are white males (fig. 3). Only 6 
percent of farmers are other than white (black, 
Asian, American Indian, or other races) or of 
Hispanic origin, and 6 percent of farm operators are 
female.^ The dominance of operators who are male 
is partly an artifact of our data collection system, 
which requires that only one individual per farm be 
designated as the farm operator.  Many farm 

^The 1990 FOR version of the FCRS grouped Hispanic origin 
with race of the operator. The sample size timltations do not 
permit detail to be presented by Hispanic origin or individual 
races. Therefore, we have combined operators of Hispanic origin 
with all races other than white. The 1987 Census of Agriculture 
reported that 3 percent of operators were of Hispanic origin 
and/or of races other than white. However, 30 percent of alt 
operators failed to report whether or not they were of Hispanic 
origin on the 1987 Census of Agriculture. The Census reported 
that farmers of races other than white operated 2.1 percent of alt 
farms, or 44,640 farms.   Of these operators who were not whKe, 
5,535, or 12.3 percent, were also of Spanish origin. Another 
11,941 operators were white and of Hispanic origin. 



Operators (more than a fifth of those with a spouse), 
when given the option, view their spouses as jointly 
operating the farm with them. Farms where a 
female is identified as the major operator tend to be 
smaller and are more likely to specialize in a 
livestock commodity. Households in which the 
operator is white are financially more sound, and 
have higher average farm and off-farm income and 
significantly more net worth. 

Household Income 

The average income of farm operator households 
for 1988, 1989, and 1990 was $33,030, $32,019, and 
$39,007. Farm operator household income in 1990 
was up more than 20 percent from 1989 levels, due 
largely to increases in off-farm sources of income.® 
Average farm operator household incomes, at 97, 
88, and 104 percent of U.S. average incomes in 
1988-90, were on par with incomes of all U.S. 
households (see table). 

Although the average incomes are very similar 
between farm operator households and all U.S. 
households, the distribution of income is very 
different (see table). Incomes of farm operator 
households are much more unequally distributed 
compared with those of all U.S. households. For 
example, the commonly used Gini index of 
inequality is higher for farm operator households 
(0.64 for farm operator households vs. 0.43 for all 
households in 1990) and a higher percentage of 
farm operator households are below the poverty line 
(21.9 percent for farm operator households 
compared with 13.5 percent for all U.S. persons and 
10.7 percent for alt U.S. families) (U.S. Department 
of Commerce, 1991a and 1991b). At the other end 
of the income distribution, a somewhat higher 
percentage of farm operator households are In the 
highest income group of $100,000 or more (6.3 
percent Jor farm operator households vs. 4.3 
percent for all U.S. households in 1990) (U.S. 
Department of Commerce, 1991a).® Figure 4 shows 
the distribution of farm operator households for five 
income classes for 1988-90. 

Depending on the year, about 10 percent of all 
operator households have negative incomes from all 
sources. Their negative incomes are a result of 
their farm losses. Farm operator households that 
had negative incomes in 1990 averaged -$35,196 in 
farm income and $9,213 in off-farm income. These 
households were less likely ihan households in 
other income groups to report off-farm sources of 
income. Many of the households in the negative 
income group are associated with farms that are 

qufte large (by both economic class and farm net 
worth), yet lost significant amounts of money in the 
particular year. About 50 percent of all farms have 
negative farm incomes in any one year, but most 
have off-farm sources of income that offset their 
farm losses. In fact, the households associated with 
farms that lost money in 1990 had average off-farm 
income of more than $40,000. 

Since our data do not follow the same farm and 
household over time, we are unable to say 
definitively if the same households had negative 
total incomes over time. However, it would not be 
reasonable to expect large farms with large losses 
over many years to stay in business. Small farms 
may very well incur small losses on a continual 
basis. This is because our definition of income is a 
cash Income, and many small farm households 
receive noncash benefits from operating farms, such 
as their home residence, farm-produced food, and a 
rural lifestyle. 

More than 20 percent of farm operator households 
had incomes above $50,000 in 1990. The farm 
operators in these households were more likely to 
be middle-aged (35-54 years) and to have attended 
college than was the average operator. The 
average incomes from both farming and off-farm 
sources were high, although high-income farm 
operator households were more dependent on their 
farm income sources than were households with 
lower incomes. Their farms were clearly more 
profitable than those of lower Income households. 

^here is some concern that thur large increase in off-farm 
income lor 19Ä) was a resutt of the sample design, which 
inciudes a 5-year rotation for commodity-specific versions of the 
survey. The 1990 rotation included heavy sampling ot cow-calf 
operations, and households that specialize in cow-calf production 
are krfown to hiave relatively high off-farm incomes. The cow-caH 
producers had higher off-farm Incomes in 1990, and the region 
where cow-calf production is concentrated, the West, had higher 
off-farm income in 1990. Survey statisticians are currently 
studying the issue. Another contributing factor, although minor in 
magnitude, was that imputations were made for the off-farm 
income of respondents l<nown to refuse the survey item in 1990. 
Imputations were not made for earlier years.  Less than 3 percent 
of households refused the off-farm income question In 1990. 

^Holmes and others (1991) compared the 1989 incomes of 
households with farm self-employment income (a different 
population than farm operator households, as discussed above) 
with those with otíier types of self-employment income. That 
study found that households with farm self-emptoyment income 
had lower average incomes than did households with nonfarm 
self-employment income.  Consistent with that finding, households 
with farm self-employmeni income were more concentrated in the 
lower income classes and were less iil<ely to be in the highest 
inoome class of more than $50,000 in household income. 
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Figure 4 

Distribution of farm operator iiousehoids, by total income class, 1988-90 
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The hours that farm operators work on their farms 
account for more than half of all hours worked on 
farms in the United States (table 44).  More than half 
(56 percent) of U.S. farm operators claim farming as 
their major occupation; that is, they spend more 
time farming than in other employment. Their farms 
were in much stronger financial positions than farms 
operated by individuals with nonfarm occupations. 
Even 18 percent of the operators with a major 
occupation of farming worked some hours at off- 
farm jobs for an average of 20 hours per week. 
Although the fanners who have farming as their 
major occupation spend more of their time farming, 
most of these households actually earn more of 
their cash income off the farm than on the farm. 

Two very different subgroups of farmers and 
households dominated the average statistics for 
those whose major occupation is farming. First are 
the aged. Nearly 30 percent of the farmers whose 
major occupation is farming are aged 65 years or 
older. Second are those farmers and households 
who operate the large farms that produce the bulk 
of the agricultural products. Consequently, the 
average statistics for those whose major occupation 
is farming can be difficult to interpret. 

Operators whose major occupation is something 
other than farming and their households are a more 
homogenous group in one important respect: 
virtually all of them operate small farms. Ninety-five 
percent of them operate farms with gross sales of 
less than $50,000 and account for only about 10 
percent of all agricultural commodities produced by 
the U.S. farm sector. On average, households of 
operators with a major occupation of something 
other than farming lose money on their farms, but 
earn nearly $50,000 off their farms. These 
households' net worth is nearly half as large as 
households with an operator whose major 
occupation is farming, but is considerably higher 
than the average net worth of all U.S. households. 

The major occupation of operators' spouses differs 
somewhat from occupations of the operators. 
Although 56 percent of operators reported that 
farming was their major occupation, only 20 percent 
of spouses worked most at farming (fig. 5). All 
spouses, regardless of major occupation, account 
for only 12 percent of the farm labor hours worked 
on U.S. farms (table 44). The 80 percent of farm 
spouses who reported a major occupation of 
something other than farming spent most of their 
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Figure 5 

Involvement of spouses in farming 
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time either homemaking (45 percent) or working off 
the farm (35 percent). Many of these spouses still 
contributed to the farm work-more than 40 percent 
of those without a major occupation of farming 
reported doing some farm work iM 988, either 
unpaid or paid. And, more than half of spouses 
who reported a major occupation as a homemaker 
reported working either on or off their farm in 1988, 
in addition to their household work. 

By virtue of being a farm operator^ all farmers are 
considered as being in the labor force. When one 
considers the spouses who reported doing farm 
work in 1988 (48 percent), whether paid or unpaid, 
and those who worked off the farm (42 percent), 
approximately 71 percent of farm spouses worked in 
1988. Almost all of the spouses are women; 
therefore, farm spouses are more likely to work 
outside of the home, compared with the national 62- 
percent rate of adult women who worked in the 
labor force at any time during 1988 (U.S. 
Department of Labor, 1990). Of course, the 
advantage to farm work, especially for those with 
household maintenance and care-giving 
responsibilities, is that this type of work outside the 
home can usualty be adjacent to the home in 

nearby fields, sheds, barns, or offices, and with 
flexible hoursv 

Off-farm income is criticar to the financial well-being 
of farm operator households. Almost all farm 
operator households receive income from off-farm 
sources, and off-farm income contributes more than 
80 percent of the average income of farm operator 
households. 

One can look two ways at dependence on farm 
versus off-farm income. First, if you are interested in 
the source ot^arm households' cash income, a look 
at how many farm households generated more cash 
from theirfarm than they received off their farm is 
useful. Only about 20 percent of farm operator 
households received more on their farm than off 
theirfarm. 

A second way of viewing the income source 
dependency is to determine which income source 
has the greatest effect on a household's financial 
well-being, whether the income is positive or 
negative. Using this indicator, about 30 percent of 
farm operator households are more dependent on 
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21.5% 

Wages and salaries are the major source of 
off'farm income 

Percent 
100 

Operator     Spouse        Other      Household 

Wages and salaries 

Nonfarm business 

Interest and dividends 
Retirement and 
disabilities 
Other income 

their farm for their financial well-being than on off- 
farm sources of income. The difference between 
these two indicators of dependence represents the 
10 percent of farm operator households who had 
farm losses that were greater in magnitude than the 
income they received off their farm. 

More than half of off-farm income is earned from 
wage and salary jobs (fig. 6). In 1988, 37 percent of 
farm operators received off-farm wage and salary 
income. In 30 percent of the farm operator 
households, a spouse earned off-farm wage and 
salary income. In only those farm operator 
households where a spouse was present, 35 
percent of the spouses earned income from off-farm 
wage and salary jobs. The average salary for those 
who earned this income source was significantly 
higher for operators than for spouses. Another 
major source of off-farm income is income earned 
from off-farm businesses. This income source 
accounts for about 25 percent of all off-farm income. 
Operators were again more likely (12 percent) to 
earn this income source than were spouses (about 
4 percent). About 10 percent of off-farm income is 
from interest and dividends on investments-nearly 
half of the households reported receiving this 
income from investments. The remaining 15 
percent is from a variety of sources, such as 
nonfarm rental income and social security. 

In about 60 percent of the farm households, either 
or both the operator and spouse worked off the 
farm (table 44). Others in the household also 
worked off the farm, but their income accounted for 
a relatively small share of the household's total 
income. In 1988, only 3 percent of income was from 
others (besides the operator and spouse) in the 
household (table 45). 

In 1988, when a spouse was present in the 
household, operators were somewhat more likely to 
work off the farm than the spouse (47 percent of 
operators compared with 42 percent of spouses in 
1988) (fig. 7). In 27 percent of the farm operator 
households where a spouse was present, both the 
operator and spouse worked off the farm; only the 
operator worked off the farm in 20 percent of these 
households and only the spouse did in 15 percent. 
In the households where the farm operator worked 
off the farm, the farms they operated were more 
likely to be smaller in terms of gross sales, net farm 
income, and net worth. Spouses' off-farm work 
brought financial security to many of the 
households-the households where the spouse 
worked off the farm had the highest household 
incomes and the lowest poverty rates. 
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Rgure 7 

Off4arm work activity of households^ 1988 
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In 1988, 13 percent of farm operator households did 
not have a spouse present. About a third of these 
operators worked off their farm, and a large portion 
of them were young, highly educated operators of 
small farms. In the other two-thirds of households 
where a spouse was not present, the operators did 
not work off their farm, and a significant portion of 
them were elderly (40 percent were aged 65 years 
or older). 

An extensive literature exists on identifying the 
factors that explain the off-farm labor-force 
participation of farm operators and their spouses 
(early work includes Poizin and MacDonald; Larson 
and Hu; Huffman; Sumner; and Robinson, 
McMahon, and Quiggin; also see Lass and others 
for a recent review of the literature). Age and 
educational attainment are most unequivocally 
related to off-farm participation of both the farm 
operator and spouse. 

Household Net Worth 

The average farm operator household is 
considerably more wealthy than the average US. 
household. The average net worth of farm operator 

households is more than $400.000. Most of this 
wealth, more ttian 85 percent, is represented by the 
value of their farming operation. Without farm 
wealth, farm households would be unable to 
generate farm income. Unlike farmers, most people 
in the United States do not depend on their wealth 
to generate their income. They generate their 
income from their own so called human capftal.^° 

Aside from the farm wealth of farm operator 
households, even the nonfarm poriion of their 
wealth (about $60,000) is significant, although less 
than the average net worth of all U.S. households 
(more than $90,^000). The distributions of net worth 
of farm households and all U.S. households are 
skewed in opposite directions. Sixty percent of farm 
operator households have net worth of more than 

^^Cpmparing the business rates of return to assets and equity 
between farm operator households and other households whose 
members are self-employed would be of Interest, because both 
Incur significant financial risk, unlike most wage and salary 
workers. Data limitations have precluded such a comparison to 
date. 
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$100,000, and almost 60 percent of all U.S. 
households have net worth of less than $10,000 
(Ahearn and El-Osta). 

Because farm households have a larger average net 
worth, and Incomes can be quite volatile-low in 
some years, high in others-it is important to view a 
particular year's household income or indicator of 
financial difficulties (such as a poverty status) in 
relation to measures of net worth (fig. 8). As 
reported, the average net worth of farm operator 
households from farm and off-farm sources is quite 
large. Even households that earned negative farm 
incomes in 1990 had average household net worth 
of $343,170 (table 51), and the households 
identified as having total household incomes below 
the official poverty level operated farms with average 
net worth of almost $300,000 (table 39).   Thirty 
percent of the farm households with incomes below 
the poverty line operated farms with net worth in 
excess of $250,000. Previous work has identified 
farm operator households with limited ability to 
prosper financially on or off their farms. This group 
of about 200,000 farm operator households have 
total incomes below poverty thresholds and operate 

small farms with little ability to generate significant 
farm income (Perry and Ahearn). 

Household Expenditures 

On average, farm operator households reported that 
they spent about $15,000 for household needs, 
such as food and supplies (29 percent), 
transportation and housing (27 percent), medical 
expenses, insurance, and contributions (22 
percent), and all other expenses (22 percent) in 
1990. That estimate was about $2,000 higher than 
household expenses for 1989 or 1988. An 
unsurprising relationship exists between household 
income and living expenses-as income rises, so 
does consumption.   Living expenses are also 
related to the economic size of the farm operated. 
Households who operate larger farms tend to have 
higher living expenses than do other households. 

Compared with all U.S. households, farm operator 
households have lower household expenditure 
levels. All U.S. households spent $28,369, on 
average, in 1990 (U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau 
of Labor Statistics). Farm operator households 

Figures 
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spent a smaller share of their household 
expenditures on housing and nonfarm 
transportation than did the average U.S. household, 
reflecting the fact that the farm business usually 
provides housing for farm operator households. 
Housing and nonfarm transportation expenses of 
farm operator households were more than $8,000 
less than the average U.S. household expenditures 
for these items. 

Links Between Farm and 
Household Characteristics 

The economic well-being of the business and the 
household are intimately linked in agriculture. Farm 
operators and their spouses provided nearly 
two-thirds of the labor to farms in the United States. 
Fifty-six percent of operators and 20 percent of 
spouses spend the majority of their work time on 
their farm. Most of the net worth of the household, 
85 percent, is in the farm business, and farm 
operator households own the majority of land in 
U.S. farms. Farm operator households earn 96 
percent of the net income of the business, although 
their farm income accounts for only 15 percent of 
their total household income. The other 85 percent 
of their cash income, from off-farm sources, is 
generally a more stable source of income to farm 
operator households, so that they are in a better 
financial position to incur the risks of farming. 
Receipt of off-farm income is one of the most 
important factors financial institutions consider in 
their lending decisions for farm businesses. And for 
more than 80 percent of farm operator households, 
the farm is also their residence. 

Farm operator households are a very diverse group. 
The only significant characteristic farm operator 
households have in common is that they all operate 
farms. Variation in characteristics and performance 
of farms helps to explain many of the similarities and 
differences we find among farm operator 
households. 

Farm Size 

The most distinguishing factor explaining the level 
and sources of income of farm operator households 
has been the size of farm they operate. The 
majority of farms in the United States are small. ^^ 
Nearly 75 percent of farms had sales of $50,000 or 
less. Therefore, small farm characteristics often 
dominate any average characteristics of the whole 
farm population, and examining characteristics by 
farm size is instructive. Almost all households (96 

percent) associated with farms in the economic 
class of $50,000 or less received all of the net 
income of the farm business and did not share the 
risks and income with individuals outside of their 
household. Operators of small farms tended to be 
older than operators of other farms-half of the 
operators of small farms were aged 55 years or 
older. In contrast with other size groups, the 
majority of operators of small farms have as a major 
occupation something other than farming~but even 
still 42 percent reported that farming was their major 
occupation in 1990. This large percentage reporting 
a major occupation of farming is consistent with the 
concentratiorr of older farmers with small operations. 
Most older farmers do not work off their farms, and 
also work fewer hours on their farms than do 
younger operators. 

The average farm income for households that 
operate farms in the less than $50,000 size class 
was -$3,387 jn 1990. The majority of households in 
this small size group lose money from their farms 
(two-thirds did in 1990). Another 25 percent made a 
positive return, but earned Jess than $10,000 from 
their farming operation in 1990. Average off-farm 
income in this size group was more than $37,000 in 
1990, giving small farm households an average from 
farm and off-farm sources of $33,889. The poverty 
rate in 1990 for the households that had the 
smallest farms was 22 percent. Households 
associated with the smalJer farms also had low farm 
income-dependency ratios, and their Gini index, 
measuring income inequa%, was the lowest of all 
the size groups. The lower Gini index indicates that 
there is less income inequality among households in 
this farm size class than for the other farm sizes. 
This lower income inequality results from smaller 
farms generally yielding a more narrow range of 
income possibilities, and farm income is the major 
source of income inequality among farm 
households. As farm size increases, the Gini index 
of inequality increases (Atiearn, Johnson, and 
Strickland). 

Households associated with farms that had $50,000 
or more in gross sales had a greater financial 
commitment to their farming operation. More than 

^^There are several alternative approaches to measuring farm 
size.  In this report, farm size Is measured as economic class. 
Another approach is to base farm size on the number of acres 
operated. This approach is less well-suited when viewing size of 
farms sectonft/ide because of the great variation that exists in the 
combination of land, other capital, labor, and other inputs in 
agricultural production. 
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90 percent of the operators of these farms identified 
farming as their major occupation, and the majority 
of households were more dependent on their farm 
sources of income than on their off-farm sources of 
income. Off-farm income remained important to the 
households that operated larger farms. The 
average off-farm income of these households was 
more than $20,000 in 1990. For households that 
operated farms in the mid-range size class, ($50,000 
to $249,999 in gross sales), wages and salaries 
made up more than half of their off-farm income in 
1990. For the largest farms with sales of $500,000 
or more, the major off-farm income source was from 
an off-farm business, although wage and salary 
income was still significant. 

Type of Commodity Specialization 

Major differences in farm operator household 
characteristics and income sources are expected by 
commodity specialization, because different 
specialties require different commitments of 
resources. For example, dairy operations are very 
labor-intensive because of the daily milking 
requirements, whereas cow-calf operations require 
relatively little labor input but generally more 
farmland for grazing purposes. One of the major 
factors affecting optimal commodity specialization or 
mix of the farming operation is the off-farm 
opportunities of a household. Households with 
closely held farm businesses make decisions jointly 
considering both the household and business 
opportunities. For example, if a farm operator has 
access to an attractive off-farm job opportunity, 
specializing in a commodity that is less demanding 
of his or her own labor may be desirable. 

The most common farm specialty is beef, hog, or 
sheep farms. Nearly half of all farms specialize in 
one of these commodities. IVIost are beef 
producers, rather than hog or sheep producers. 
Because cow-calf operations, especially, require 
relatively little labor, this specialty is more common 
among older operators who are gradually exiting 
farming and operators who have off-farm jobs. The 
relatively low labor requirement of cow-calf 
operations also explains the greater proportion of 
small farms among the beef, hog, and sheep 
specialty. Although nearly half of all farms 
specialize in these commodities, they accounted for 
only 28 percent of the value of production of the 
U.S. agricultural sector in 1990. The average farm 
income of households with this farm specialty is well 
below the average for all farm specialties. In 1990, 
beef, hog, and sheep farm households' average 
farm income was $504. Nearly two-thirds lost 

money from their farms and their farms had negative 
returns to assets and equity. On the other hand, 
these households averaged more than $35,000 from 
off-farm sources. 

Less than 10 percent of farm operator households 
specialized in dairy production. Household and 
farm characteristics of dairy farmers underscore the 
commitment of labor that Is required in dairying. 
More than 90 percent of dairy farm operators have 
farming as their major occupation, compared with 
53 percent of all other farmers. Dairy farm operators 
also tend to be significantly younger than other 
operators, probably because of the physical 
demands of the job. In 1990. dairy operators 
reported that they worked more than 3,400 hours 
per year on their farm, or almost 70 hours per week. 
About 20 percent of household members were paid 
to work on the dairy, again higher than for any other 
specialty. Because of their labor commitment to 
farming, households that specialize in dairy farming 
earn relatively lower off-farm income. Dairy farms 
also have a larger size structure and a more 
favorable financial position (in terms of debt load 
and farm income combined) than most other 
specialties. Significantly fewer dairy farms are in the 
smallest size class, and more are in the largest size 
class, compared with other farm specialties. 

National agricultural policy is important to cash grain 
producers because most participate in the 
commodity programs that the U.S. Government 
offers. Cash grain production is more regionally 
concentrated than are other major specialties. 
About 75 percent of all households that specialize in 
cash grain production are located in the midwestern 
region. Two-thirds of the cash grain operators 
reported that farming was their major occupation. 
Households associated with cash grain farms are 
second only to dairy operations in the amount of 
labor they commit to their farm and the degree of 
their dependence on farming for their income. 

Participants in Government Programs 

Only about a third of farms receive direct 
government payments under the national 
agricultural commodity programs. A major reason 
for this is that the programs are generally designed 
for only selected commodities, namely corn, grain 
sorghum, barley, oats, wheat, rice, and upland 
cotton. Direct payments include deficiency, 
diversion, and disaster payments. Deficiency 
payments, which account for the bulk of the 
payments, are based on the past proven yields and 
established acreage bases of these commodities 
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and the relationship between the rate to be paid, 
called the target price, and estimates of actual 
market prices. ^^   Participants are usually required to 
undertake some activities to participate in the 
programs, such as setting aside land from 
production. 

Users of the data in the government program 
participation tables (tables 16-18) should bear in 
mind that government supports agricultural 
commodities in numerous other ways in addition to 
the direct payment programs. Examples of Federal 
Government support include Commodity CrœJit 
Corporation loans, marketing bans, marketing 
orders, productton allotments, and export 
enhancement programs. Data users should also be 
aware that others besides those in farm operator 
households are ettgible for Government program 
payments, in particular, share landlords. Therefore, 
in addition to the undercounting problems 
discussed earlier, we would not expect the 
payments reported in the tables to account for all 
payments made under U.S. farm commodity 
programs. Finally, these payments are for the farm 
businesses, not the farm operator households. If 
farm operator households do not receive all of the 
income of the farm business the operator manages 
(that is, if others receive a share), then they 
probably do not receive all of the direct government 
payments of the business. Ninety-five percent of 
the farm income of farm business that participated 
in government direct payment programs went to 
farm operator households (table 18). However, we 
currently do not have a good estimate of the share 
of the payments the farm operator household 
received. 

The average payment received has varied 
significantly across years, because payments are 
tied to yields and prices. For example, 1988 was a 
year in which many areas of the country suffered 
serious drought conditions. Therefore, under the 
rules of the program, we would expect payments to 
be higher. In 1988, the average payment received 
per farm recipient was more than $14,000, 
compared with about $10,000 in 1989 and 1990. 
The average incomes of farm operator households, 
from both farm and off-farm sources, have been 
very similar for those who received direct 
government payments and those who did not.   For 
example, in 1988, payment recipients had somewhat 
lower household incomes and, in 1989 and 1990, 
they had somewhat higher Incomes, matching the 
1988-90 trends for average incomes for farm 
operator households that did not receive payments. 

Farms receiving less than $5,000 in psyments have 
generally accounted for a small share of all 
government payments, but half of all program 
participants.   Almost 40 percent of all farm 
participants received payments t>etween $5,000 and 
$25,000 in 1990. About 3 percent of all farm 
households, or 10 percent of program participants, 
operated farms that received payments of $25,000 
or more in 19^; their payments accounted for 
almost half of all direct payments made to farms in 
our population. Households associated with farms 
that received $25,000 or more in payments in 1990 
had average total incomes of almost $75,000 (fig. 9). 
About two-thirds of the income of the households in 
the highest payment category came from farm 
sources and one-third from off-farm sources. The 
average off-farm income of households that 
operated farms with these relatively large 
government payments ($25,000 or more) was below 
the average for all farm operator households. 
However» about 6,000 farm operator households 
(less than one-half percent of all households) 
received $50,000 or more in off-farm income in 1990 
and also operated farms that received $25,000 or 
more in direct government payments. 

Farm operators who receive the largest payments 
tend to be younger and significantly better educated 
than other farm operators. Half of farm operators 
receiving large government payments in 1990 had 
some college education, compared with 35 percent 
of all farmers. Although farmers receiving large 
government payments were among the most 
prosperous of all farm operator households, based 
on their average income and net worth as a group, 
more than 20 percent of them had below-poverty 
incomes in 1990. Farmers receiving large 
government payments operated significantly larger 
than average farms, and were more likely to rent in 
acres. Many of their landlords were renting out their 
land on a share basis, thereby being eligible also to 
receive payments. However, the agricultural data 
system provides very iittle information about the 
characteristics and financial position of these share 
landlords. 

Other Farm Characteristics 

Household characteristics and income are 
associated with many other characteristics of the 
farm business. This publication includes tables by 

^^The 1990 farm act allowed up to 15 percent of base acres to 
be planted to nonprogram crops, without the producer losing 
base acres. These acres are called 'Ilex" acres. 

18 



Figure 9 
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legal form of the farm organization (sole proprietor, 
partnership, and family corporation) and farmland 
tenure of acres operated (all land is rented, most of 
the land is rented, most of the land is owned, and 
full ownership). 

The majority of U.S. farms are organized as sole 
proprietorships. Only 6 percent of our farm operator 
household population was associated with farms 
organized as partnerships, and 2 percent as family 
corporations. Consequently, the sole proprietor 
households were similar in average characteristics 
to all households. Operators in partnerships and 
family corporations were generally younger and 
better educated, and were more likely to have 
farming as their major occupation than were those 
who operated as sole proprietors. Not surprisingly, 
the farms organized as partnerships and family 
corporations were more likely to have more than 
one household sharing in the net income of the 
farm business. In 1990, the percentage of the farm 
business income that farm operator households 
earned was 99 percent for sole proprietor farms, 69 
percent for partnerships, and 73 percent for family 
corporations. Because the farms they operated 
were generally larger, even though they shared the 

net income with other households, the farm income 
of farm operator households associated with 
partnerships and family corporations was higher 
than the farm income of sole proprietors. 

The major differences in household characteristics 
and finances by farmland tenure group is largely a 
result of small farms dominating the group of full 
owners. Only 2 percent of farm households 
operating a farm where all of the farmland was 
owned had sales of $250,000 or more, and only 13 
percent of these households had farm sales of 
$50,000 or more. Consequently, compared with 
their numbers, full owners contributed a smaller 
share of the production of the sector. Farm 
operators who owned all of their farmland were the 
least dependent on their farm for their household 
income, and had a relatively low incidence of 
poverty due to their high average off-farm income. 
Farm businesses that owned all of their farmland 
had the poorest rates of return. Eight percent of 
farm operator households rented in all the land they 
operated, yet they accounted for 17 percent of the 
sector's production. These operators were 
significantly younger and were more likely to have 
had farming as a major occupation. Although they 
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rented in all of their land, these operators had the 
highest average farm income (after payment of 
rents) and rates of return of the four tenure groups 
defined. Most agricultural production occurred on 
farms with mixed land tenure, although these two 
groups combined accounted for only about a 
quarter of all farm operator households. The size 
structure and income sources for the two part- 
owner/part-tenant classes were very similar. These 
operators tended to be younger than those who 
had full ownership, but older than the full tenants. 
Farm operator households that owned part and 
rented part of their farmland had average farm 
income of about $10,000 and average off-farm 
income of about $29,999 in 1990. 

Regional Similarities and Differences 

The dimensions of agriculture vary greatly across 
the regions of the United States. An obvious reason 
for this is agriculture's base In natural resources, 
which vary by region. In addition, institutional 
factors, such as policies affecting water rights and 
early laws affecting settlement patterns, have 
affected the shape of agriculture regionally. And 
given the importance of off-farm income to the well- 
being of farm operator households, the conditions of 
the local economy are important factors that 
contribute to regional diversity. 

Defining geographic regions is always problematic. 
We defined four regions based on aggregations of 
States (fig. 10) to provide more detail on farm and 
household characteristics of our limited sample size. 
The regions are too large to yield detailed 
differences; however, notable differences are 
evident. 

Previous USDA analysis grouped the 2,443 
nonmetropolitan counties into types based on their 
dominant economic and social characteristics. For 
farming, 516 counties were identified as being 
dependent on farming by having at least 20 percent 
of the labor and proprietor income of the county 
from farm sources for an average of 1981, 1982, 
1984, 1985, and 1986 (Hady and Ross). The 
Midwest had the most counties identified ais farming 
counties (293), followed by the South (151), the 
West (71), and the Northeast (1). 

About 40 percent of U.S. farm operator households 
are in the South. 40 percent in the Midwest, and the 
remaining 20 percent in the West (14 percent) and 
Northeast (6 percent). Despite the large number of 
farms in the South, farming is not a large part of the 

Figure 10 

Regionah aggregation 

southern economy. Only 14 percent of the counties 
in the South have been identified as farming 
counties. The South had the highest concentration 
of small farms of all regions; about 85 percent of the 
farms have sales of $50,000 or less. Farm 
specialties in the South were more likely in livestock 
enterprises (except dairy) and less likely in cash 
grains compared with all U.S. farms. Operators in 
the South were older and had lower levels of 
educational attainment. The average farm income 
was more than $2,000 in 1990, and off-farm income 
averaged $33,000. 

Most cash grain farms are in the Midwest. About 36 
percent of midwestern farms specialized in cash 
grains, and another 36 percent had beef-hog-sheep 
as their specialty. Agriculture is more important to 
the economy In the Midwest than in other regions. 
A third of all of the counties in the Midwest have 
been identified as farming counties. Midwestern 
farms are larger, more likely to be commercial 
operations that contribute significantly to the income 
of farm households, more profitable, and more 
affected by market forces and government policies 
than are farms in other regions. Consequently, 
more operators in the Midwest had farming as their 
major occupation, and farm income was significantly 
higher in the Midwest than in any other region. The 
off-farm income of farm operator households in this 
region averaged $24,774 in 1990-the lowest of the 
four regions. The greater commitment of time to the 
farm and the relative lack of nonfarm employment 
opportunities in many areas of this region, such as 
the Dakotas, can partly explain this low average off- 
farm income. 
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Agriculture is quite diverse within tlie western 
region. California, for example, is the largest 
agricultural State in the nation and produces 
significant amounts of many different commodities, 
such as land-intensive horticultural commodities. 
Many of the other States in the West specialize In 
beef, wheat, and other grains. About 20 percent of 
the counties in the West have been identified as 
farm counties. Farm operator households in the 
West had the highest average household income of 
all regions, at $62,589 in 1990. Most of that income, 
or $55,877, was from off-farm sources, such as 
wage and salary, nonfarm business, interest and 
dividends, and all other sources combined. As 
evidence of the diversity in the West, that region 
had the highest Gini index of Income inequality. 
The size distribution of farms and the age 
distribution of farm operators in the West were not 
markedly different from the national picture. 
However, western farm operators were the most 
highly educated of farmers in all the regions, and 
had the highest average farm business net worth. 

Agriculture is important to very few local economies 
in the northeastern region. Only one county In the 
Northeast has been designated as a farming 
county. The northeastern region Is unique in having 
the largest regional concentration of dairies in the 
nation. In 1990, 25 percent of all farms in this 
region specialized in milk production, compared with 
8 percent nationally. The average farm Income of 
farm operator households in the Northeast in 1990 
was less than $2,000~the lowest of any region-and 
the average off-farm income was $38,351. The 
Northeast had the highest Incidence of farm 
operator households with incomes below the 
poverty threshold of all the regions in 1990. 

Conclusions 

The farm operator household population Is an 
extremely diverse group. The majority of farm 
households operate small farms. As a result, 
farming, which is important culturally and socially, is 
much less important as an Income source for farm 
operator households than has been traditionally 
assumed. Most of the income of the average farm 
operator household is from off-farm wage and salary 
jobs. Therefore, these farm operator households 
have the same concerns about local job markets as 
do nonfarmers. The asset value of farm businesses 
does have significant financial implications for farm 
operator households, however. Because of the 
value of their farms, most farm operator households 

are wealthier than the average U.S. household. This 
wealth, which is crucial to producing income from 
farming, also serves as a buffer against adversity. 
As a result, it is important to consider wealth and 
current income together in assessing the economic 
well-being of farm operator households. 

A major reason for the diversity among 
characteristics and the financial position of farm 
operator households Is the diversity in the farms 
that they operate. The basic premise underlying 
this publication is that both farm and nonfarm 
economic conditions affect farm operator 
households, and their decisions about allocating 
household resources. 
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Table l-Characterlstlcs of farm operator households, by economic size of farm, 1988 

Item 
Less than 
$50,000 

Economic size of farm 

$50^000- 
$249,999 

$250,000- 
$499,999 

$500,000 
and more 

AH 
households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent^ 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high sciiool 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,9^ 
$25^000 - $49.^9 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

1,255,014 
71.8 

54,211 
1.322,068 

1.1 
2.2 

97.9 

52.2 

55 

9.6 
17.4 
22.0 
23.0 
26.0 

30.2 
37.7 
19.2 
12.9 

42.0 
58.0 

2.8 

9.0 
46.0 
19.2 
15.2 
10.6 

-3,136 

67.5 
26.6 

5.1 

1 

32,085 
92.6 

34,649 

9,749 
16.6 

58,578 

15,555 
55.5 

28,023 

2,295 
45.9 

5,000 

4,486 
39.9 

11,257 

392,958 
22.5 

44,8^ 
450,535 

1.1 
2.3 

94.5 

52.3 

49 

17.3 
22.6 
23.2 
25.4 
11.5 

17.7 
44,8 
23.0 
14.5 

91.5 
85 

3.3 

5.4 
33.7 
20.7 
20.7 
19.6 

13,146 

29.5 
14.5 
24.1 
20.8 
11.0 

19,853 
81.9 

24.235 

6,413 
14.9 

42,955 

7,714 
43.4 

17,773 

3,418 
57.2 

5,977 

2,308 
21.2 

10,866 

68,072 
3,9 

20,427 
99,826 

1.5 
2.6 

83.4 

45.5 

49 

12.5 
26.3 
27.5 
24,6 

9,1 

10.6 
39.9 
27.7 
21.8 

96.5 
3.1 

3.3 

4.2 
34.9 
18.8 
20.4 
21.7 

36,547 

23.2 
7.6 

12.0 
18.9 
38.3 

20,263 
75.2 

26,951 

8,600 
16.5 

52,050 

5,694 
32.2 

17,663 

3,754 
54.9 

6,838 

2,216 
18.3 

12,117 

32,001 
1.8 

12,097 
55,617 

1.7 
3.0 

77.2 

40.0 

50 

1,748,845 
100.0 

131,561 
1,928,047 

1.1 
2.4 

96.2 

50.0 

53 

9.7 
25.5 
30,6 
25.5 
88 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

11.0 
34.2 
29.0 
25.8 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13.9 

97.8 
2.2 

56.3 
43.7 

3.3 2.9 

4,5 
35,2 
16.7 
22.4 
21.1 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16.7 
13.3 

113,446 4,201 

26.5 
3.1 
8.3 

12.0 
50.1 

56.5 
22.7 

9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

29.486 
67.7 

43,523 

28,829 
89.1 

32,368 

14,631 
14.2 

102,937 

9,044 
16.2 

55,797 

2,773 
21.4 

12.988 

13,176 
51,3 

25,705 

9,927 
56.4 

17,596 

2,744 
49.0 

5,602 

2,155 
17.6 

12,272 

3,866 
34.4 

11.230 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table l-Characteristics offarm operator households, by economic size of farm, 1988-Continued 

Economic size of farm 

Item 
Less than 
$50,000 

$50,000- 
$249.999 

$250.000- 
$499,999 

$500.000 
and more 

All 
households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24.999 
$25,000 • $49.999 
$50,000 and more 

28,950 

9.0 
20.5 
32.4 
27.2 
10.8 

32,998 

18.0 
8.9 

21.2 
28.5 
23.5 

56,811 

16.9 
5.1 
9.6 

20.1 
48.3 

142,932 

22.8 
3.5 
6.9 

12.1 
54.6 

33,030 

11.6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 

Gini coefficient .62 .71 .74 .87 .71 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

963 
13.5 

12.007 
52.6 

26,865 
20.4 

37,659 
13.4 

5,124 
100.0 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income onty 
Based on total off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

92.5 
46.0 
22.4 
25.8 

44.6 
68.3 
54.3 
27.9 

30.1 
74.4 
60.1 
22.1 

29.9 
81.8 
62.9 
26.4 

78.2 
52.8 
31.8 
26.2 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

17.1 
8,1 

70.1 
52.2 

82.8 
65.9 

90.0 
67.2 

32.9 
21.4 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

18 
.3 

5,735 

421 
3.2 

12,965 

2.446 
13.4 

18,187 

9.873 
28.4 

34.812 

383 
2.0 

19,227 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

44 
2.7 

1,608 

704 
15.6 

4,517 

1,957 
24.4 

8,012 

5.378 
26.3 

20,452 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

101 
11 

1,206 

233 
12 

2,797 

258 
12 

3,096 

259 
12 

3.110 

139 
11 

1,672 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

25.5 
24.6 
30.5 
19.4 

2.3 
3.5 

15.6 
78.6 

1 

1.5^ 
9.5 

88.0 

3.3^ 

6.6 
90.1 

18.9 
18.5 
25.9 
36.7 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

14.3 
20.7 
57.1 

2.5 
5.3 

33.0 
14.1 
27.3 
22.9 

2.7 

30.7 
18.7 
27.0 
19.8 
3.7 

19.2 
23.4 
35.0 
17.5 
5.0 

19.3 
19.2 
48.8 

8.1 
4.6 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

95.8 
3.5 

.8 

88.0 
9.4 
2.6 

67.1 
22.4 
10.5 

51.1 
24.5 
24.4 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249.999 
$250,000 - $499.999 
$500,000 and more 

188,012 

1.5 
16.8 
62,8 
13,1 
5.8 

399,624 

3.1 
5.9 

37.1 
31.1 
22.8 

730,492 

2.8 
1.9 

17.2 
26.1 
52.0 

1,460.089 

7.0^ 
1 

7.9 
13.7 
71.3 

279,953 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17.7 
12.6 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

-3.0 
-4,1 
34.4 

1.4 
-.3 

62.2 

4.4 
2.9 

64.4 

8.2 
7.6 

56.1 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 1-Characteristlcs of farm operator householda, by economic size of^rm, 1988-^Continued 

Economic size of farm 

Item 
Less than 
$ao,ooo 

$50,000- 
$249,999 

$250,000- $500,000 Alt 
$499,^9 and more households 

12.2 9.7 7.8 
39,6 39.2 ^.4 
28.3 29.4 19.3 
19.9 21.6 52.5 

25.8 27.2 42.8 
16.0 25.4 12.7 
7.2 5.3 6.4 

51.1 42.1 38.1 

Farm tenancy (Percent : 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

6.1 
14.6 
15.4 
63.9 

50.9 
12.7 
6.3 

30.1 

13.1 

5,^6 

12.1 
33.9 
29.7 
24.3 

21.3 
11.0 
6.7 

60.9 

39.5 

4,726 

18.4 

1,732 

29.0 

1,375 

100.0 

13.061 

Categories combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 2-Characterl8tic8 of farm operator households, by economic size of farm, 1989 

Economic size of farm 

(tern 
Less than 
$50,000 

$50,000- 
$249,999 

$250,000- $500,000 Ali 
$499,999 and more households 

65.608 31,127 1,715.341 
3.8 1.8 100.0 

19.503 11.681 127,349 
96.646 55.085 1,902,243 

1.5 1.8 1.1 
2.6 3.1 2.5 

84.0 78.2 96.3 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 • 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

1,255,375 
73.2 

49,575 
1,321,645 

1.0 
2.3 

98.1 

51.9 

54 

363,232 
21.2 

46.591 
428,867 

1.2 
2.4 

93.7 

51.0 

49 

46.2 

49 

41.8 

49 

49.8 

53 

9.5 
17.7 
22.6 
21.4 
28.7 

15.6 
24.1 
22.6 
25.3 
12.4 

13.1 
27.3 
27.3 
24.0 

8.4 

10.3 
29.3 
25.6 
21.7 
13.1 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

29.6 
38.1 
18.2 
14.1 

17.8 
44.7 
22.5 
15.0 

9.9 
44.1 
26.4 
19.5 

10.9 
31.6 
25.2 
32.3 

26.0 
39.6 
19.6 
14.8 

41.3 
58.7 

92.5 
7.5 

96.8 
3.2 

96.2 
3.8 

55.2 
44.8 

2.8 3.2 3.3 4.6 2.9 

10.3 
44.0 
18.9 
15.7 
11.2 

6.1 
35.2 
20.2 
20.2 
18.4 

3.2 
37.2 
17.3 
19.2 
23.1 

2.7 
36.1 
14.8 
22.7 
23.7 

9.0 
41.7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

-3,235 16,846 43,201 162,242 5,796 

69.8 
23.2 

5.6 
1.4^ 

1 

24.3 
16.4 
24.1 
22.6 
12.6 

23.5 
5.7 
9.9 

21.6 
39.3 

22.3J 

9.3 
7.6 

60.8 

57.6 
20.7 

9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

29,198 
90.9 

32,136 

17,287 
79.1 

21,843 

15,752 
77.5 

20,419 

32,606 
61.7 

52,848 

26,223 
87.3 

30,029 

6,229 
14.8 

42,054 

4,683 
13.0 

36,054 

5,061 
14.4 

35,592 

17.726 
15.1 

117.773 

6,066 
14.4 

42,096 

15,856 
55.5 

28,545 

7,139 
44.1 

16.177 

5,484 
36.1 

15,173 

4,154 
19.2 

21,606 

13.401 
51.7 

25,907 

2,877 
44.5 

6,463 

3,005 
55.8 

5,390 

3,614 
58.1 

6,223 

8,080 
49.1 

16,448 

3,027 
47.5 

6,373 

4,235 
36.8 

11,502 

2,460 
20.0 

12,326 

1,593 
20.2 

7,895 

2.647 
20.0 

13,243 

3,729 
32.3 

11,543 

Contlnued- 
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Table 2-Characteristlc8 of farm operator households, by economic size of farm, 1989-Contlnued 

Economic size of farm 

Item 
Less than 
$50,000 

$50,000- 
$249,999 

$250,000- 
$499,999 

$500,000 
and more 

All 
households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

25,963 

10.8 
18.6 
32.1 
27.6 
10.9 

34,133 

14.4 
9.7 

21.4 
29.6 
24.8 

58,953 

18.2 
3.7 
9.5 

19.1 
49.5 

194,849 

18.7^ 
1 

6.8 
8.2 

66.4 

32,019 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

GinI coefficient .59 .67 .71 .79 .68 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

944 
17.5 

9,424 
50.4 

20,289 
19.6 

31,212 
12.5 

3.956 
100.0 

Households with Income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total household Income 

92.3 
47.9 
26.1 
27.9 

41.7 
73.9 
59.1 
25.3 

29.6 
76.4 
62.0 
21.9 

25.7 
83.9 
65.3 
20.8 

78.0 
55.2 
35.2 
27.0 

Dependence on farm Income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

18.9 
8.1 

71.0 
56.7 

86.7 
68.5 

91.3 
72.7 

33.9 
21.9 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

53 
.8 

7,023 

543 
4.2 

12,798 

3,465 
17.2 

20,106 

10,025 
30.8 

32,556 

468 
2.7 

17.554 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

70 
3.5 

1,984 

668 
16.3 

4.111 

2,109 
24.4 

8,640 

6.138 
28.3 

21,676 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

96 
11 

1.156 

240 
12 

2,880 

255 
12 

3,060 

244 
12 

2,928 

136 
11 

1,626 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent) : 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

27.3 
24.6 
30.6 
17.6 

2.2 
4.5 

13.7 
79.7 

1.6 
3.8 
6.7 

87.9 

7.3^ 
1 

7.8 
84.6 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

17.0 
19.1 
51.9 
2.3 
9.6 

34.1 
12.8 
25.4 
23.8 
3.9 

33.1 
20.4 
22.7 

23.7^ 
1 

16.3 
34.6 
26.2 
17.0 
6.0 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 

7.8 
8.2 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

95.4 
3.9 

.7 

87.4 
9.5 
3.0 

67.5 
20.5 
12.0 

52.5 
26.9 
20.7 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

207,336 

1.9 
15.5 
59.5 
15.3 
7.8 

526,904 

1.9 
3.4 

34.7 
31.1 
28.8 

906.333 

4.0^ 
1 

15.1 
22.9 
58.0 

1,748,997 

6.5; 

5.5 
9.0 

79.0 

329,716 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

-2.2 
-3.2 
34.4 

2.1 
.8 

68.1 

4.2 
2.7 

65.3 

9.6 
9.3 

62.2 43.2 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 2-Characterl8tlC8 of farm operator households, by economic size of farm, 1989-Contlnued 

Economic size of farm 

Kem 
Less than 
$50,000 

$50,000- 
$249,999 

$250,000- 
$499,999 

$500,000 
and more 

All 
households 

6.9 
12.7 
15.3 
65.1 

13.6 
30.8 
31.1 
24.6 

12.0 
39.7 
31.3 
17.1 

15,1 
34.8 
28.1 
22.0 

8.7 
18.0 
19.5 
53.9 

47.4 
14.7 
5.8 

32.0 

19.6 
13.5 
6.5 

60.4 

26.1 
16.9 
5.7 

51.2 

31.1 
32.6 

5.3 
30.9 

40.4 
14.9 
6.0 

38.7 

14.0 38.4 18.1 29.5 100.0 

5,405 3.770 1,310 1,085 11,570 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. ^ Negative returns, close to zero. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, ail versions. 
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Table 3-CharacteristiC8 of farm operator households, by economic size of farm, 1990 

Economic size of farm 

Item 
Le88 than 
$50,000 

$50,000- 
$249,999 

$250,000* 
$499,999 

$500,000 
and more 

All 
households 

Farms and househotds: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 
Househotds receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age average) 
Operator age (Percent : 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farmrng 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

1,248,664 
71.9 

57,708 
1,326,369 

1.1 
2.4 

97.8 

51.4 

54 

381,981 
22.0 

41,910 
444,048 

1.2 
2.5 

94.7 

51.7 

48 

72,063 
4.2 

17,495 
97,841 

1.4 
2.5 

87.4 

47.9 

47 

35,292 
2.0 

13,268 
59,892 

1.7 
2.9 

78.7 

43.3 

49 

1,738,019 
100.0 

130,382 
1,928,151 

1.1 
2.5 

96.3 

50.2 

52 

9.9 
18.7 
20.6 
24.1 
26.7 

17.6 
25.1 
22.9 
22,5 
11.9 

13.2 
28.4 
30.0 
19.8 
8.6 

9.2 
28.5 
29.2 
20.5 
12.6 

11.7 
20.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22.4 

27.6 
38.8 
18.0 
15.5 

16.4 
45.7 
20.6 
17.2 

10.4 
41.0 
25.1 
23.5 

9.1 
39.4 
23.4 
28.0 

24.1 
40.5 
19.0 
16.5 

41.8 
58.2 

90.9 
9.1 

95.5 
4.5 

100.0^ 
1 

56.0 
44.0 

2.8 3.3 3.5 3.3 3.0 

10.1 
43.7 
18.6 
15.5 
12.1 

6.2 
33.2 
20.2 
20.5 
19.8 

4.6 
29.7 
18.1 
25.6 
22.0 

5.2 
36.5 
14.6 
23.9 
19.9 

8.9 
40.7 
18.9 
17.2 
14.4 

-3.387 16,236 53,314 118,035 5,742 

67.7 
25.8 

1.1^ 
1 

24.4 
13.5 
24.7 
25,3 
12.1 

20.3 
6.1 

10.5 
17.0 
46.1 

21.0 
3.8 
6.7 
9.1 

59.4 

55.3 
21.8 
9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

37,276 
95.9 

38,869 

21,602 
82.8 

26,085 

25,860 
78.9 

32,756 

32,698 
73.4 

44,524 

33,265 
91.9 

36,210 

8,621 
17.9 

48,149 

4,174 
12.7 

32,769 

6,136 
13.7 

44,772 

11,733 
18.0 

65,088 

7.604 
16.6 

45,813 

19,356 
61.6 

31,431 

11,539 
^.2 

22,094 

13,2// 
41.7 

31,830 

8,927 
33.4 

26,738 

17,174 
58.1 

29,544 

3,039 
47.2 

6,432 

3,339 
54.1 

6,172 

3,497 
55.6 

6,285 

6.840 
56.6 

12,085 

3,201 
49.3 

6,494 

6,260 
43.5 

14.405 

2,550 
25.7 

9,907 

2,950 
23.4 

12,591 

5,198 
34.3 

15,151 

5.286 
38.5 

13,712 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 3-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator households, by economic size of farm, 1990-Contlnuecl 

Economic size of farm 

hem 
Less than 
$50,000 

Household Income (Average dollars) 33,889 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative Ö-4 
$0-$9,999 16.6 
$10,000 - $24,999 31.3 
$25,000 - $49,999 29.1 
$50,000 and more 16.6 

Gini coefficient -57 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 753 
Total payments (Percent) 17.2 

Households with Income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 93.2 
Based on earned off-farm income only 42.3 
Based on all off-farm income only 19.2 
Based on total household income 22.0 

Dependence on farm income (Percent) ; 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 13.0 
Actual value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 6.7 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 51 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) .8 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 6.155 

Households with members paid to work*on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 52 
Households with paid members (Percent) 3.9 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 1,354 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 95 
Months 10.73 
Hours per year 1,142 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 27.4 
500 - 999 hours 23.9 
1,000-1,999 hours 31.5 
2,000 hours or more 17.1 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 15-1 
Other crops 21.2 
Beef, hogs, sheep 53,1 
Dairy 2.5 
Other livestock 8.1 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 94.5 
Legal partnership 4.7 
Family corporation .9 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 227,348 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 1 -6 
$0-$49,999 16.5 
$50,000 - $249,999 57.1 
$250,000 - $499,999 16.5 
$500,000 and more 8-3 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets -2.2 
Rate of return on equity -3.2 
In favorable financial position 34.5 

$50,000- 
$249,999 

$250,000- 
$499,999 

37,838 

14.3 
6.5 

19.6 
31.5 
28.1 

.62 

6,884 
28.2 

40.5 
66.0 
52.9 
22.5 

68.8 
54.5 

405 
3.5 

11,591 

737 
15.3 

4,827 

234 
11.68 
2,813 

3.1 
4.4 

14.8 
77.7 

31.9 
14.0 
27.9 
22.7 

3.4 

89.7 
7.4 
2.8 

462.280 

1.7 
4.6 

32.6 
32.1 
28.9 

1.5 
-.2 

67.1 

79,174 

13.1 
4.4 
7.8 

18.6 
56.2 

.63 

15,199 
20.1 

28.0 
74.4 
61.4 
17.9 

82.2 
69.2 

3,211 
13.2 

24,251 

1,661 
23.3 

7,133 

257 
11.56 
3,089 

4.8^ 
1 

5.8 
89.4 

29.0 
21.1 
27.3 
18.7 
3.9 

71.1 
19.9 
9.0 

788.179 

1 

2.3^ 
15.9 
25.0 
56.7 

$500,000 
and more 

150,733 

16.3^ 
1 

8.4 
'   8.7 

66.6 

.81 

22.366 
14.5 

24.1 
72.9 
54.9 
20.0 

86.0 
69.7 

8.870 
27.1 

32,677 

2,762 
21.8 

12.658 

250 
11.60 
3.005 

5.7 
4.5 

67.0 

4.7^ 
1 

6.2 
89.1 

15.5 
31.8 
26.7 
18.7 
7.3 

51.2 
25.5 
23.3 

1 

2.5^ 
8.8 

11.7 
76.8 

8.2 
7.3 

66.0 

All 
households 

39,007 

8.6 
13.6 
27.2 
28.8 
21.8 

.64 

3,137 
100.0 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

29.6 
21.1 

439 
2.5 

17.812 

324 
7.5 

4,301 

136 
10.99 
1,628 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

19.4 
19.8 
46.0 

8.0 
6.8 

91.6 
6.3 
2.1 

331,506 

1.5 
13.0 
49.1 
20.2 
16.2 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 3*-Characteristlc8 of farm operator households, by economic size of farm, 1990-Cominued 

Hem 
Less than 
$50.000 

6.2 
12.5 
15.3 
66.0 

47.1 
14.2 
6.1 

32.6 

11.3 

6.062 

Economic size of farm 

$50.000- 
$249.999 

$250,CK)0- 
$499.999 

$500.000 
and more 

Farm tenancy (Percent : 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent : 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, ail versions. 

13.6 
31.2 
28.9 
26.2 

20.7 
11.6 
6.4 

61.4 

37.4 

4.081 

10.3 
41.6 
29.3 
18.8 

26.3 
16.7 
5.7 

51.3 

22.5 

1,307 

14.2 
37.0 
27.1 
21.7 

30.0 
27.3 
5.8 

36.9 

28.8 

908 

All 
households 

8.2 
18.3 
19.1 
54.4 

40.1 
14.0 

6.1 
39.8 

100.0 

12.378 
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Table 4»Characteristics of farm operator households, by type of farm specialization, 1988 

Type of farm specialization 

Hem 
Cash Other Beef, hogs, Other All 
grains crops and sheep Dairy livestock households 

336.924 335,871 853,874 141,007 81,170 1,748,845 
19.3 19.2 48.8 8.1 4.6 100.0 

28,265 24,762 52,388 22,330 3.816 131,561 
376.333 370,876 922,823 171,913 86,101 1,928,047 

1.1 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.1 
2.4 2.4 2.3 2.4 2.3 2.4 

95.7 96.2 96.9 91.8 98.6 96.2 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Opeijator education (Percent) : 
Le SS than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent) : 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10.000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50.000 and more 

Total off-farm Income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wag es/salari es : 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

50.1 

51 

48.5 

54 

49.9 

54 

48.8 

48 

69.4 

49 

50.0 

53 

15.2 
20.0 
21.4 
24.3 
19.1 

10.7 
17.9 
23.4 
21.9 
26.2 

9.2 
17.4 
22.3 
24.4 
26.7 

17.2 
25.2 
25.2 
23.0 

9.4 

12,7 
27.8 
24.3 
21.1 
14.1 

11,5 
19.1 
22.7 
23,6 
23.2 

19.0 
43.6 
25.1 
12.2 

27.5 
33.2 
21.3 
18.0 

29.5 
39.2 
18.3 
13.1 

25.5 
48.5 
17.1 
8.9 

19.5 
32.4 
28,1 
19.9 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13.9 

69.8 
30.2 

51.7 
48.3 

47.8 
52.2 

92.5 
7.5 

44.3 
55.7 

56.3 
43.7 

2.9 2.9 2.8 3,7 3.0 2.9 

7.4 
43.6 
18.7 
16.5 
13.9 

9.0 
40.8 
20.7 
17.9 
11.6 

8.3 
46.1 
18.9 
15.4 
11.3 

4.6 
24.9 
21.3 
22.2 
27.1 

7.1 
39.7 
20.7 
17.8 
14,7 

7,9 
42.6 
19.5 
16.7 
13.3 

7,667 8,856 -559 18,318 -3,903 4,201 

45.1 
22.7 
14.6 
10.3 
7.3 

56.3 
24.1 
7.6 
5.0 
7.0 

64.7 
23.5 

6.1 
3.1 
2.6 

24.4 
21.1 
25.6 
19.1 
9.8 

73.8 
11.7 
8.2 
3.1 
3.2 

56.5 
22.7 
9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

22,929 
88.8 

25,829 

33,682 
89.2 

37,754 

31,105 
91.4 

34,043 

11,075 
75.7 

14,622 

40,130 
86.6 

45,296 

28,829 
89.1 

32,368 

5,023 
J6.4 

30,567 

12,148 
17.5 

69.331 

10,095 
16.6 

60,894 

2.134 
8.0 

26.666 

13,824 
20.2 

68,476 

9,044 
16.2 

55,797 

11.893 
53.0 

22,444 

13,356 
49.2 

27,130 

14,412 
53.1 

27,139 

5.632 
37.7 

14,937 

17,850 
56,6 

31,556 

13,176 
51.3 

25,705 

3,082 
58.2 

5,296 

3,234 
47.4 

6,818 

2,517 
46.1 

5,463 

1,870 
52.5 

3,564 

3,224 
41.7 

7,722 

2,744 
49.0 

5,602 

2,931 
28.5 

10,299 

4.944 
37,4 

13,221 

4,081 
38.2 

10,677 

1,438 
19.5 

7,364 

5,231 
32,7 

15,987 

3,866 
34.4 

11,230 

Continued- 
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Table 4-CharacteristiC8 of farm operator householdSp by type of farm apeclallzatlon, 1988-Contlnued 

Type of farm specialization 

item 
Cash 
grains 

Other 
orops 

Beef, hogs, 
and sheep Dairy 

Other 
livestock 

Alt 
households 

30,596 42.538 30,546 29.393 36.227 33,030 

14.9 
14.1 
22.9 
29.4 
18.7 

9.7 
16.1 
27.8 
26.3 
20.0 

10.0 
19.4 
31.5 
26.4 
12.7 

14.9 
14.6 
26.9 
26.0 
17.6 

16.2 
11.2 
26.7 
27.8 
18.1 

11.6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 

15,064 
56.7 

3,368 
12.7 

2,331 
22.2 

6,103 
8.0 

398 
.4 

5,124 
100.0 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0> $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

GIni coefficient 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent : 
Based on farm Income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on total off-farm Income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to worl< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dotlars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000 -1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

.68 .73 JO .76 .71 

65.2 
57.0 
38.9 
26.0 

79.3 
50.5 
28.5 
23.7 

87.2 
49.4 
25.2 
26.3 

47.0 
77.2 
67.4 
31.3 

86.0 
37.7 
23.1 
26.8 

78.2 
52.8 
31.8 
26.2 

46.8 
32.1 

28.3 
18.6 

22.8 
12.7 

75.5 
60.6 

27.2 
11.0 

32.9 
21.4 

321 
2.0 

16,346 

867 
3.3 

26,633 

180 
1.2 

15,259 

702 
4.5 

15,457 

218 
d 

21,898 

383 
2.0 

19,227 

305 
8.2 

3,702 

526 
6.4 

8,186 

173 
4.5 

3,854 

1,438 
21.2 

6,771 

84 
3.4 

2,478 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

152 
11 

1,825 

112 
10 

1.348 

122 
12 

1.459 

294 
12 

3.524 

116 
11 

1,398 

139 
11 

1,672 

14.2 
13.5 
25.6 
46.6 

26.5 
20.7 
24.6 
28.2 

19.7 
22,4 
29.4 
28.5 

1 

4.7^ 
6.6 

88.6 

28.1 
16.3 
29.1 
26.5 

18.9 
18.5 
25.9 
36.7 

90.5 
7.2 
2.3 

90.7 
6.5 
2.8 

94.1 
4.6 
1.3 

85.8 
11.4 
2.8 

95.3 92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

;87,813 289,367 256,217 387,335 271,507 279,953 

3.3 
11.9 
47.0 
22.5 
15.3 

2.5 
16.6 
54.2 
14.8 
11.9 

1.2 
13.5 
59.1 
15.7 
10.5 

2.2 
7.0 

43.0 
26.3 
21.5 

1 
1 

73.0^ 
15.8 
11.2 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17.7 
12.6 

2.£ 
.3 

50.9 

2.3 
1.2 

42.8 

-.9 
-2.3 
36.6 

.8 
-1.5 
64.4 

-2.7 
-4.7 

25.1 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

13.3 
33.0 
19.0 
34.6 

7.3 
16.1 
14.7 
61,9 

5.4 
18.2 
18.3 
58.1 

11.4 
17.6 
42.6 
28.5 

1 

29.1^ 
1 

70.9 

7.8 
20.4 
19.3 
52.5 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 4-Characterl8tlC8 of farm operator households, by type of farm specialization, 1988-Continued 

Type of farm specialization 

Kem 
Caah 
graine 

Other 
crope 

Beef, hogs, 
and sheep Dairy 

Other 
livestock 

All 
households 

U.S. region (Percent : 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50.000 - $249.999 
$250,000 - $499.999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

19.0 
5.6 
1.8 

73.6 

53.4 
36.5 

6.2 
1.8 

21.7 

3,327 

49.1 
24.6 
11.6 
14.7 

77.5 
16.4 
3.6 
2.2 

19.2 

3.144 

52.7 
12.0 
3.3 

32.1 

84.0 
12.6 
2.2 
1.3 

33.1 

4,784 

14.5 
5.2 

22.5 
57.7 

22.6 
63.9 

9.6 
4.0 

18.5 

1,439 

62.0 
12.5 
9.1 

16.4 

82.0 
12.9 

3.1 
2.0 

7.6 

367 

42.8 
12.7 
6.4 

38.1 

71.8 
22.5 

3.9 
1.8 

100.0 

13,061 

d s Data are not sufficient for disclosure. 
Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, alt versions. 
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Table 5-Characteri8tlc8 of farm operator households, by type of farm specialization, 1989 

Type of farm specialization 

Kern 
Cash 
grains 

Other 
crops 

Beef, hogs, 
and sheep Dairy 

Other 
livestock 

Ail 
households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
l-louseholds per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm Income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35-44 years 
45-54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent) : 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Avel-age dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business Income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

363,975 
21.2 

34,710 
414,173 

1.1 
2.5 

94.8 

45.7 

52 

11.8 
21.0 
21.8 
22.7 
22.7 

19.3 
44.5 
22.3 
13.9 

70.1 
29.9 

2.9 

9,4 
41.4 
18.7 
16.6 
14.0 

11,828 

45.4 
22.5 
13.7 
9.2 
9.3 

20,284 
86.6 

23,410 

3.795 
16.2 

23,412 

11,076 
51.9 

21,349 

2,836 
55.8 

5,081 

2,577 
28.0 

9,191 

311,111 
18.1 

20,562 
343,842 

1.1 
2.6 

96.7 

50.0 

53 

11.5 
16.9 
22.8 
22.2 
24.6 

25.0 
33.6 
21.8 
19.6 

50.0 
50.0 

2.9 

8.7 
42.2 
20.1 
16.9 
12.0 

11,738 

58.5 
19.9 
7.5 
5.5 
8.5 

30,569 
85.6 

35,736 

8,164 
15.3 

53,455 

14,124 
48,9 

28,862 

2,965 
45.0 

6,589 

5,316 
34.3 

15,504 

766,558 
44.7 

45.986 
834,542 

1.1 
2.5 

97.1 

51.1 

54 

9.4 
17.2 
22.8 
22.6 
28.0 

29.0 
39.0 
17.9 
14.1 

46.6 
53.4 

2.9 

10.1 
43.7 
18.1 
16.4 
11.7 

-296 

65.9 
21.9 
6.6 
3.6 
2.0 

26,597 
90.3 

29,464 

4,586 
13.7 

33,563 

14,647 
54.2 

27,003 

3,318 
44.4 

7,468 

4,045 
36.6 

11,064 

133,802 
7.8 

22,024 
164,417 

1.2 
2.4 

92.2 

52,4 

48 

17.3 
26.9 
23.1 
22.8 

9.8 

28.3 
49.0 
15.3 
7.5 

91.5 
8,5 

3.7 

3.2 
28.9 
19.8 
19.8 
28.3 

19,795 

23.5 
18.7 
25.4 
21.8 
10.7 

139,896 
8.2 

4,048 
145,268 

1.0 
2.3 

98.7 

53.6 

52 

10.0 
24.1 
26.0 
19.8 
20.1 

26.9 
34.4 
20.9 
17.7 

40.6 
59.4 

2.9 

7.9 
42.8 
21.7 
17.5 
10,1 

-3,117 

74.3 
13.6 
5.8 
4.0 
2.3 

11.043      44,479 
76.8 87.0 

14.379      51.108 

2.176      19,137 
10.1 16.0 

21,564    119,798 

5,451       18,612 
40.1 54.9 

13,595      33,921 

2,137        2,918 
50.9 45.0 

4,198        6,486 

3,813        1,279 
19.3 28.2 

6.639      13,522 

1,715,341 
100 

127,349 
1,902,243 

1.1 
2.5 

96.3 

49.8 

53 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

26.0 
39.6 
19.6 
14.8 

55.2 
44.8 

2.9 

9.0 
41,7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

5,796 

57.6 
20.7 

9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

26,223 
87.3 

30,029 

6.066 
14.4 

42,096 

13,401 
51.7 

25,907 

3,027 
47.5 

6,373 

3,729 
32.3 

11,543 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 5-Characterl8tic8 of farm operator households, by type of farm specialization, 1989-Contlnued 

Type of farm specialization 

Item 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 • $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Gini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on ail off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to worl< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worl<ed on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000 -1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent) : 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

Cash 
grains 

15.4 
12.7 
25.7 
27.0 
19.2 

.67 

9,761 
52.4 

67,5 
59.7 
40.9 
26.8 

45.4 
30.0 

147 
11 

1,768 

16.8 
13,1 
27.6 
42.5 

91.1 
6.3 
2.5 

Other 
crops 

32,112       42,308 

10.6 
17,4 
24,4 
25,4 
22,3 

.72 

3,528 
16,2 

77.7 
55.8 
33.9 
26.2 

32.6 
22.0 

386 1.032 
3.0 3 9 

12,665       26,698 

323 633 
9.8 7.5 

3,296 8,460 

115 
10 

1,386 

24.0 
20.7 
26.9 
28.3 

91.1 
5.4 
3.4 

Beef, hogs, 
and sheep Dairy 

Other 
livestock 

All 
households 

26,301 

10.6 
17.7 
31.9 
27.6 
12.2 

.64 

1,746 
19.7 

86.8 
50.6 
28.5 
27.1 

23.6 
13.0 

196 
1.3 

14,972 

134 
4.8 

2,820 

114 
11 

1,365 

23.0 
23.8 
27.6 
25.6 

93.7 
5.1 
1.2 

30,838        41,363 

11.1 
14.0 
27.6 
30.4 
16.8 

.68 

5,378 
10.6 

45.9 
79.6 
70.2 
29.0 

73.6 
62.5 

1,040 
5.7 

18,136 

1,453 
19.8 

7,340 

292 
12 

3,500 

3.4 
4.2 
5.9 

86.5 

84.0 
13.0 
3.0 

2.4 
10.8 
47.2 
22.1 
17.5 

2.6 
1.1 

54.2 

15.2 
29.3 
21.0 
34.5 

2.6 
13.5 
51.4 
16.1 
16.4 

2.7 
1.5 

40.9 

7.4 
13.9 
12.9 
65.7 

1.5 
13.3 
55,3 
17.3 
12.6 

-.5 
-1.5 
37.5 

6.9 
15.8 
18.8 
58.5 

1.5 
4.0 

38.9 
28.9 
26.7 

3.1 
1.6 

68.2 

9.4 
18.2 
42.2 
30.1 

14.9 
12.6 
27.1 
27.7 
17.8 

.75 

555 
1.1 

88.2 
43.3 
26.4 
26.4 

25.4 
10.5 

371 
3.5 

10,572 

344 
4.4 

7,745 

119 
12 

1,429 

25.3 
20.1 
26.4 
28.2 

93.0 
7.0^ 

322.477     347,117 284,817        445,465      445,175 

16.7' 
55.1 
15.0 
13.2 

-.2 
-1.2 
27.2 

1 

12.5^ 
11.9 
75.6 

32,019 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

.68 

3,956 
100.0 

78.0 
55.2 
35.2 
27.0 

33.9 
21.9 

468 
2.7 

17,554 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

136 
11 

1,626 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

329,716 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

43,2 

8.7 
18.0 
19.5 
53.9 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table S-Characterlstica of farm operator householda, by type of farm apeclaliuitlon, 1989-Continued 

Type of farm specialization 

Kern 
Cash 
grains 

Other 
crops 

Beef, hogs, 
and sheep Dairy 

Other 
iivestock 

Ali 
households 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50.000 - $249,999 
$250.000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

18.0 
7.7 
2.1 

72.2 

44.2 
25.9 
10.4 
19.5 

53.3 
13.6 
3.3 

29.9 

11.9 
5.5 

20.8 
61.9 

47.2 
25.2 

7.2 
20.5 

40.4 
14.9 
6.0 

38.7 

58.6 
34.0 
6.0 
1.4 

77.2 
15.0 
4.3 
3.5 

85.0 
12.0 

1.9 
1.1 

21.9 
64.6 

9.5 
4.0 

86.6 
10.1 
3.3^ 

1 

73.2 
21.2 

3.8 
1.8 

22.8 21.3 28.4 17,6 9.9 100.0 

2,715 2,776 3,556 1,984 539 11,570 

^ Ci^egories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. ^ Negative returns, close to zero. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, ail versions. 
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Table 6-Characteri8tlc8 of farm operator households, by type of farm specialization, 1990 

Item 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm Income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent : 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55-64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 • $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average douars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

See footnotes at end of table. 

Type of farm specialization 

Cash 
grains 

336,621 
19.4 

27.649 
373,584 

1.1 
2.3 

95.7 

47.8 

52 

aher 
crops 

Beef, hogs, 
and sheep Dairy 

Other 
livestocl< 

All 
households 

344,705 
19.8 

27,802 
385,071 

1.1 
2.5 

95.9 

49.6 

53 

799,301 
46.0 

47,632 
870,133 

1.1 
2.5 

97.0 

48.9 

54 

138,407 
8.0 

19,200 
168,917 

1.2 
2.6 

93.4 

52.5 

47 

118,987 
6.9 

8,099 
130,446 

1.1 
2.4 

97.5 

62.6 

50 

1,738,019 
100.0 

130,382 
1,928,151 

1.1 
2.5 

96.3 

50.2 

52 

12.7 
20.2 
22.6 
23.6 
20.8 

10.0 
20.3 
23.2 
25.8 
20.6 

9.8 
19.4 
20.5 
23.5 
26.8 

20.7 
25.4 
24.7 
19.2 
10.1 

16.1 
26.7 
19.2 
20.9 
17.0 

11.7 
20.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22.4 

18.5 
45.1 
20.9 
15.6 

24.4 
34.9 
17.7 
23.0 

26.8 
39.9 
18.5 
14.8 

26.1 
50.0 
14.8 
9.0 

18.5 
36.1 
25.2 
20.2 

24.1 
40.5 
19.0 
16.5 

67.0 
33.0 

51.4 
48.6 

48.7 
51.3 

91.1 
8.9 

45.9 
54.1 

56.0 
44.0 

2.9 2.9 2.9 3.7 3.0 3.0 

9.7 
40.7 
18.8 
17.5 
13.3 

8.1 
42.4 
18.3 
18.2 
13.0 

9.4 
42.5 
19.4 
15.6 
13.1 

5.3 
27.9 
16.9 
22.9 
26.9 

10.2 
38.3 
19.1 
17.5 
15.0 

8.9 
40.7 
18.9 
17.2 
14.4 

11,183 9,348 504 21.419 -3,144 5.742 

40,9 
24.6 
14.0 
11.5 
9.0 

54.8 
23.4 

8.9 
5.2 
7.6 

64.7 
22.0 

6.3 
4.2 
2.9 

23.1 
17.8 
25.3 
19.9 
14.0 

72.2 
13.2 
6.7 
4.9 
3.0 

55.3 
21.8 

9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

26,579 
91.9 

28,937 

42,498 
89.8 

47,340 

35,211 
94.8 

37,151 

13,311 
77.6 

17.145 

35.662 
95.0 

37,450 

33,265 
91.9 

36,210 

4,693 
17.0 

27,570 

13,114 
17.7 

74,196 

7,505 
16.5 

45,352 

1,521 
10.5 

14.518 

7,613 
19.7 

38,603 

7,604 
16.6 

45,813 

14,570 
58.9 

24,723 

19,909 
54.8 

36,352 

18,249 
60.3 

30,262 

8,273 
46.9 

17,625 

19,746 
64.0 

30,853 

17.174 
58.1 

29,544 

3,162 
56.8 

5,567 

4.069 
44.0 

9,244 

3,230 
48.9 

6,610 

1,659 
49.5 

3,349 

2,396 
45.9 

5,221 

3.201 
49.3 

6,494 

4,154 
35.7 

11,622 

5,406 
37.3 

14.476 

6,227 
43.7 

14,262 

1,857 
21.7 

8,564 

5,807 
35.2 

16,479 

5,286 
38.5 

13.712 

Continued- 
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Table 6-Characteri8tIC8 of farm operator households, by type of farm specialization, 1990-Continued 

Type of farm specialization 

Item 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9.999 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 * $49.999 
$50.000 and more 

Qint coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm Income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off^farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent) : 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2.000 hours or more 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent) : 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 • $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

Cash 
grains 

Other 
crops 

Beef, hogs, 
and sheep Dairy 

Other 
livestock 

All 
households 

37.762 51,845 

10.2 
11.5 
23.4 
29.9 
25.0 

.60 

8,993 
65.5 

65.6 
52.4 
32.1 
20.7 

39.9 
29.8 

389 
2.8 

14,006 

336 
9.2 

3,661 

145 
10 

1,744 

18.2 
14.6 
24.2 
43.0 

92.1 
5.4 
2.5 

2.2 
10.0 
45.6 
23.7 
18.5 

2.6 
.8 

55.6 

14.3 
29.4 
18.0 
38.3 

7.9 
13.3 
25.1 
28.4 
25.3 

2,493 
15.8 

78.2 
47.4 
28.0 
21.0 

27.4 
19.5 

976 
3.8 

25.759 

392 
7.6 

5,153 

115 
10 

1.382 

28.5 
15.6 
26.7 
29.3 

91.2 
6.3 
2.6 

35.716 

7.3 
15.1 
29.3 
29.4 
18.8 

.62 

1,559 
22.8 

86.7 
46.3 
23.2 
21.6 

20.5 
13.3 

171 
1.3 

13,624 

135 
4.8 

2.843 

116 
12 

1.397 

20.8 
23.3 
29.9 
26.1 

92.7 
5.7 
1.7 

34,730 

11.6 
9.8 

29.5 
26.5 
22.6 

.67 

1,900 
4.8 

45.0 
76.0 
66.1 
24.8 

69.7 
58.2 

840 
4.2 

19,991 

1,227 
20.3 

6,030 

287 
12 

3,443 

4.1 
3.1 
7.3 

85.6 

85.7 
11.7 
2.6 

32,419 

11.4 
14.5 
27.1 
25.0 
21.9 

493 
1.1 

85.3 
37.4 
20.2 
25.9 

21.7 
10.3 

360 
3.9 

9,329 

319 
6.6 

4,825 

121 
11 

1,454 

22.7 
20.2 
29.0 
28.2 

90.9 
7,4 
1.7 

1.3 
16.2 
49.8 
16.2 
16.5 

2.4 
1.3 

43,7 

7.1 
13.2 
14.3 
65.5 

1.5 
13.0 
51.4 
19.8 
14.3 

-.3 
-1.4 
36.9 

6.5 
17.2 
19.2 
57.0 

1 

7.8^ 
36.8 
28.2 
27.3 

1.5 
-.6 

59.1 

9.0 
18.1 
39.0 
33.9 

1 

20.1^ 
55.3 
15.0 
9.5 

-1.5 
-3.4 
25.7 

4.1 
9.3 

12.4 
74.2 

39,007 

8.6 
13.6 
27.2 
28.8 
21.8 

.64 

3,138 
100.0 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

29.6 
21.1 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

324 
7.5 

4.301 

136 
11 

1,628 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

91.6 
6.3 
2.1 

327,136       368.821        308.638       432,805       271,559 331,506 

1.5 
13.0 
49.1 
20.2 
16.2 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

8.2 
18.3 
19.1 
54.4 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued" 
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Table 6-CharacterÍstlc8 of farm operator households, by type of farm specialization, 1990-Continued 

Type of farm specialization 

Item 
Cash 
grains 

Other 
crops 

Beef, hogs, 
and sheep Dairy 

Other 
livestock 

All 
households 

16.6 
5.7 
2.9 

74.8 

46.0 
26.0 

8.5 
19.4 

51.6 
12.7 
3.8 

31.9 

13.0 
5.0 

19.5 
62.5 

42.9 
22.1 

8.3 
26.6 

40.1 
14.0 

6.1 
39.8 

55.9 
36.2 
6.2 
1.6 

76.8 
15.5 
4.4 
3.3 

83.0 
13.4 
2.5 
1.2 

22.8 
62.7 

9.8 
4.8 

84.6 
10.9 
2.3 
2.2 

71.8 
22.0 
4.1 
2.0 

22.1 23.4 26.4 18.0 8.2 100.0 

3.022 2,632 5,016 1,139 569 12,378 

U.S. region (Percent: 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250.000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentoges may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, alt versions. 
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Table 7-Characteri8tic8 of farm operator households, by legal form of farm organization, 1988 

Legal form of farm organization 

Item 
Sote 

proprietorship 
Legal 

partnership 
Family 

corporation 
Ail 

households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35-44 years 
45.54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm Income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollar^ 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

1,610,864 103,294 34,687 1,748,846 
92.1 5.9 2.0 100.0 

46,663 ^,202 15,696 131,561 
1,671,270 194,466 62,311 1,928,047 

1.0 1.9 1.8 1.1 
2.3 2.3 2.8 2.4 

98.7 64.5 74.1 96.2 

56.0 

53 

47.7 

50 

42.8 

50 

50.0 

53 

11.0 
16.9 
22.6 
23.5 
23.9 

18.2 
a).7 
20J 
25.1 
15.3 

14.8 
23.7 
20.5 
25.7 
15.2 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

27.3 
39.3 
20.0 
13,4 

15,6 
41.6 
26.0 
16,7 

10.5 
31.6 
29.4 
28.5 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13.9 

54.7 
45.3 

71.6 
28.4 

82.1 
17.9 

56.3 
43.7 

2.9 3.1 3,2 2.9 

8.1 
43.1 
19.3 
16.6 
13.0 

5.5 
37.8 
20.7 
19.1 
16.9 

6.1 
34.2 
27,2 
18.2 
14.4 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16.7 
13.3 

2,459 14,882 53,301 4,201 

58.1 
22.9 

9.3 
5.6 
4.1 

38.1 
22.3 
16,5 
12.1 
11.0 

38.6 
14.2 
7.3 

13.3 
26.7 

56.5 
22.7 

9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

28,600 
90.0 

31,785 

31,845 
79.2 

40,:^0 

30,487 
76.1 

40,049 

28,829 
89.1 

32,366 

8,880 
16.2 

54,762 

9.512 
15.1 

62,854 

15,257 
19.1 

80,020 

9.044 
16.2 

55,797 

13,099 
52.1 

25,156 

16,351 
45.7 

35,811 

7,284 
30.2 

24,134 

13,176 
51.3 

25,705 

2.636 
48.7 

5,415 

3,579 
51.9 

6,897 

5,251 
54.0 

9,720 

2.744 
49.0 

5,602 

3,985 
35.3 

11,276 

2,403 
22.4 

10,711 

2,694 
27.6 

9,760 

3,866 
34.4 

11.230 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 7-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator householdSp by legal form of farm organization, 1988--Contlnued 

Legal form of farm organization 

Hem 
Sole 

proprietorship 
Legal 

partnership 
Family 

corporation 
All 

households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

31,058 

11.2 
17.6 
29.6 
26.9 
14.7 

46.727 

14.8 
11.1 
17.6 
30.0 
26.5 

83,787 

19.1 
8.5 

13.2 
21.4 
37.8 

33,030 

11.6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 

Gini coefficient .69 .72 .86 .71 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

4,300 
77.3 

13,620 
15.7 

18,132 
7.0 

5,124 
100.0 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on total off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

79.9 
52.2 
30.9 
26.2 

60.3 
56.0 
40.4 
24.6 

52.7 
68.0 
50.0 
27.3 

78.2 
52.8 
31.6 
26.2 

Dependence on farm Income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 

31,1 
19.9 

49.8 
35.2 

65.9 
46.8 

32.9 
21,4 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

90 
.6 

14,414 

1,723 
8.6 

20,051 

10,019 
46.0 

21,791 

383 
2.0 

19,227 

Households with members paid to worl< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

237 
6.1 

3,908 

865 
11.2 

7,746 

4,757 
31.7 

15,024 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

135 
11 

1,616 

188 
11 

2,260 

204 
12 

2,447 

139 
11 

1,672 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent) : 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

19.7 
19.2 
26.3 
34.8 

10.5 
10.6 
21.9 
57.0 

7.6 
7.9 

18.5 
66.0 

18.9 
18.5 
25.9 
36.7 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

18.9 
18.9 
49.9 

7.5 
4.8 

23.6 
21.2 
38.2 

17.0^ 
1 

22.3 
27.0 
32.6 

is.oj 

19.3 
19.2 
48.8 

8.1 
4.6 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent) : 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

246,078 

1.8 
14.3 
55.9 
17.4 
10.5 

571,861 

3.4 
5.6 

36.3 
22.9 
31.9 

983,799 

1 

1 

34.7^ 
14.0 
51.4 

279,953 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17.7 
12.6 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

-.2 
-1.9 

40.9 

2.5 
1.2 

58.5 

5.4 
4.5 

55.7 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

7.3 
20.2 
18.7 
53.9 

13.8 
23.4 
26.1 
36.7 

13.5 
21.7 
28.1 
36.7 

7.8 
20.4 
19.3 
52.5 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 7--Characteri8tiC8 of farm operator households, by legal form of farm organization, 1988--Continued 

Legal form of farm organization 

Sole 
Item 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50.000 - $249.999 
$250,000 - $499.999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Sun/ey, all versions. 

Sole Legal Family All 
proprietorship partnenship corporation households 

43.5 36.3 30.6 42.8 
12.1 15.9 28.2 12.7 
6.2 9.8 4.6 6.4 

38.1 38.0 36.7 38.1 

74.7 42.0 27.5 71.8 
21.5 35.7 29.3 22.5 

2.8 14.7 20.6 3.9 
1.0 7.6 22.5 1.8 

70.9 16.8 12.3 100.0 

10,598 1.672 791 13,061 
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Table 8-Characterl8tic8 of farm operator households, by legal form of farm organization, 1989 

Legal form of farm organization 

Item 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share Income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average,dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

See footnotes at end of table. 

Sole Legal Family All 
proprietorship partnership corporation households 

1,576.137 105.045 34.159 1,715,341 
91.9 ■ 6.1 2.0 100 

42,842 69,203 15,305 127.349 
1,635.429 200,128 66,686 1,902,243 

1.0 1.9 2.0 1.1 
2.4 2.4 3.1 2.5 

98.8 65.5 72.6 96.3 

57.0 

53 

47.7 

50 

38.9 

51 

49.8 

53 

10.5 
19.4 
23.0 
22.4 
24.7 

16.6 
21.7 
22.5 
21.3 
17.9 

13.0 
23.5 
17.7 
24.7 
21.2 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

26.7 
39.7 
19.4 
14.3 

20.4 
39.3 
20.8 
19.5 

12.5 
37.3 
23.8 
26.4 

26.0 
39.6 
19.6 
14.8 

53.6 
46.4 

69.6 
30.4 

85.3 
14.7 

56.2 
44.8 

2.9 3.4 3.0 2.9 

9.1 
42.1 
18.9 
16.7 
13.3 

8.8 
36.1 
21.4 
19.4 
14.2 

1 

47.0^ 
17.9 
19.5 
15.6 

9.0 
41.7 
19.0 
16,9 
13.4 

4,374 17,015 36,939 5,796 

59.2 
20.9 

9.2 
6.1 
4.6 

40.7 
21.6 
14.4 
10.6 
12.7 

36.0 
11.0 
15.3 
15.9 
21.9 

57.6 
20.7 
9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

26,506 
88.4 

29,984 

23.547 
78.4 

30,047 

21,415 
65.8 

32,724 

26,223 
87.3 

30,029 

6,143 
14.5 

42,278 

3,838 
11.2 

34,436 

9.380 
19.3 

49,408 

6,066 
14.4 

42,096 

13,592 
52.6 

25,849 

13,138 
47.0 

27.974 

5,364 
26.8 

20,022 

13.401 
51.7 

25,907 

2,933 
47.8 

6.130 

4.169 
44.3 

9,420 

3.869 
41.6 

9,290 

3,027 
47.5 

6,373 

3,838 
33.0 

11,637 

2.401 
24.9 

9.657 

2.801 
24.2 

11,567 

3.729 
32.3 

11,543 

Continued- 
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Table S-Characteristlcs of farm operator households, by legal form of farm organization, 1989-Contlnuecl 

Legal form of farm organization 

Item 
Sole 

proprietorship 
Legat 

partnership 

30,879 40,562 

t1.7 
16.4 
29.3 
27.3 
15.4 

13.5 
10,5 
21.3 
30.5 
24.3 

.66 .73 

3,312 
76.9 

10,656 
16.5 

79.7 
54.4 
34.3 
27.0 

61.7 
59.5 
41.6 
25.4 

31.9 
20.2 

51.6 
38.1 

154 
1.1 

13,462 

1,639 
10,7 

15,322 

262 
6,8 

3,852 

738 
9.6 

7,723 

131 
11 

1,574 

181 
11 

2,170 

21.3 
19.7 
26.2 
32.9 

12.5 
15.2 
20.8 
51.5 

21.0 
18.0 
45.6 

7.1 
8.3 

22.0 
16.1 
36.9 
16.6 
8,5 

295,587 595,656 

2.0 
12.6 
53.5 
18.9 
13.0 

1.7 
7.6 

33,9 
18.9 
37.8 

.6 
-.6 

41.8 

4.0 
2.8 

59,7 

8.3 
17.5 
18.9 
55.3 

12.8 
23.0 
26.8 
37.4 

Family 
corporation 

All 
households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Qini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (PercenQ 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm Income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm Income exceeds off-larm 
Actual value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with member paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, ail farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000 -1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 • $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

58,354 

22,0 
8.2 

16.3 
18.8 
34.8 

.88 

13,084 
6.6 

48.3 
77.0 
58.4 
30.7 

72.7 
50.7 

11,347 
48.1 

23,572 

4,944 
31.4 

15.764 

195 
11 

2,336 

1 

16.6^ 
19.2 
64.2 

26.7 
31.4 
27,7 

14.3^ 

1,086,669 

1 
1 8.1 

17.2 
15.4 
59.2 

3.7 
2.7 

57.2 

14.0 
22,7 
25.8 
37.5 

32.019 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

.68 

3,956 
100.0 

78.0 
55,2 
35.2 
27.0 

33.9 
21.9 

468 
2.7 

17,554 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

136 
11 

1,626 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 

7.8 
8.2 

329,716 

2,0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15,5 

1,2 
2 

43.2 

8.7 
18.0 
19.5 
53.9 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued" 
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Table 8-Characterl8tlC8 of farm operator households, by legal form of farm organization, 1989-Contlnued 

Legal form of farm organization 

Item 
Sole 

proprietorship 
Legal 

partnership 
Famiiy 

corporation 
All 

households 

41.2 
14.2 
5.7 

38.8 

33.4 
18.6 
9.5 

38.4 

26.2 
33.5 

5.5 
34.7 

40.4 
14.9 
6.0 

38.7 

76.0 
20.2 

2.8 
1.0 

46.3 
32.9 
12.8 
8.0 

25,8 
32.3 
23.1 
18.8 

73.2 
21.2 

3.8 
1.8 

72.2 16.6 12.2 100.0 

9.486 1,423 661 11,570 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent: 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. ^ Negative returns, close to zero. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, ail versions. 
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Table 9-Characteri8ttC8 of farm operator households, by legal form of farm organization, 1990 

Item 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm tncome (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Numiser) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) ; 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 • 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars)     t 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Legal form of farm organization 

Sole Legal Family All 
proprietorship partnership corporation households 

1,591,718 110,000 36,301 1,738,019 
91.6 6.3 2.1 100.0 

46,633 66,610 17,139 130,382 
1,654,447 203,488 70,216 1,^8,151 

1.0 1.9 1.9 1.1 
2.4 2.4 3.0 2.5 

98.7 68.7 72.6 96.3 

56.1 

53 

48.2 

48 

41.9 

51 

50.2 

52 

See footnotes at end of table. 

11.1 
20.4 
21.4 
24.0 
23.1 

18.8 
25.3 
24.7 
16.2 
15.0 

15.8 
20.0 
24.8 
22.9 
16.5 

11.7 
^.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22.4 

24.9 
40.8 
18.5 
15.8 

17.1 
36.9 
24.3 
21.7 

9.7 
35.9 
22.9 
31.5 

24.1 
40.5 
19.0 
16.5 

54.8 
45.2 

66.7 
33.3 

77,2 
22.8 

56.0 
44.0 

2.9 3.3 3.1 3.0 

9.1 
41.3 
19.1 
16.6 
13.9 

7.1 
32.0 
16,8 
25.2 
16.9 

6.4 
42.1 
12.8 
20.1 
18.6 

8.9 
40.7 
18.9 
17.2 
14.4 

3.611 17,563 63,353 5.742 

56.7 
22.2 
9.4 
6.6 
5.1 

42,6 
18.2 
15.8 
12.4 
11.1 

32.3 
15.9 
12.7 
13.3 
25.8 

55.3 
21.8 

9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

32,522 
92.4 

35,186 

42,541 
89.9 

47,321 

37.711 
73.1 

51,568 

33.265 
91.9 

36,210 

7,204 
16.9 

42,655 

10,918 
12.6 

86,353 

15,106 
15.8 

95,381 

7.604 
16.6 

45,813 

16,728 
58.0 

28,821 

24,410 
64.5 

37,842 

14,796 
42.7 

34,651 

17.174 
58.1 

29,544 

3,154 
49.0 

6.432 

3,560 
54.2 

6.572 

4,178 
45.8 

9,114 

3,201 
49.3 

6,494 

5,436 
39.3 

13,826 

3,654 
30.4 

12,007 

3,630 
29.3 

12,390 

5,286 
38.5 

13,712 

Continued- 
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Table 9-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator households, by legal form of farm organization, 1990-Continueci 

Legal form of farm organization 

Item 
Sole 

proprietorship 
Legal 

partnership 
.    Family 
corporation 

All 
households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0. $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

36,134 

8.5 
13.9 
28.0 
29.3 
20.3 

60,104 

8.4 
12.4 
18.0 
26.0 
35.2 

101,064 

18.8^ 
1 

17.9 
16.4 
46.8 

39,X7 

8.6 
13.6 
27,2 
28.8 
21.8 

Qini coefficient ,62 .66 .82 .64 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

2,692 
78.6 

6,890 
13.9 

11,350 
7.6 

3,138 
100.0 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm Income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-fanm income only 
Based on total household income 

79.1 
49.2 
28.3 
21.9 

63.9 
49.0 
34.8 
22.1 

48.5 
60.7 
46.7 
18.5 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

28.0 
19.6 

43.1 
34.8 

61.1 
47.4 

29.6 
21.1 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

151 
1.0 

14,651 

1,370 
8.6 

15,971 

10,241 
46.8 

21.889 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

Households with members paid to worl< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

244 
6,9 

3,546 

570 
10.6 

5,372 

3.093 
26.9 

11,501 

324 
7.5 

4,301 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

133 
11 

1,592 

163 
11 

1,953 

185 
11 

2,226 

136 
11 

1,628 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

21.1 
18.4 
27.0 
33.5 

15.3 
19.6 
18.5 
46.6 

21.8^ 
1 

17.1 
61.2 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crops 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

19.5 
19.7 
46.5 
7.5 
6.8 

16.4 
19.6 
41.3 
14.7 
8.0 

23.3 
24.5 
36.6 

16.6^ 
1 

19.4 
19.8 
46.0 

8.0 
6.8 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

291,688 

1.5 
13.4 
50.7 
20.3 
14.1 

643,001 

1 

10.5^ 
34.0 
20.9 
34.5 

1,133,555 

1 

6.8^ 
22.3 
14.4 
56.4 

331,506 

1.5 
13.0 
49.1 
20.2 
16.2 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

.3 
-1.2 
42.5 

2.5 
1.3 

55.3 

6.2 
5.4 

59.8 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

7.9 
17.9 
18.3 
55.9 

10.9 
23.5 
28.8 
36.8 

10.9 
21.0 
25.9 
42.2 

8.2 
18.3 
19.1 
54.4 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 9^Charai^eri8tfc8 of farm operator households, by legal form of farm organization, 1990--Continued 

Legat form of farm organization 

Sole Legal Family All 
Item proprietorship partnership corporation houaeholde 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000-$249,999 
$250,000-$499.999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Notej Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 

41.1 
12.9 
6.0 

40.1 

30.5 
25.3 
8.9 

35.4 

23.9 
29.5 

4.9 
41.7 

40.1 
14.0 

6.1 
39.8 

74.1 
21.5 
3.2 
1.1 

52.9 
25.9 
13.1 
8.2 

29.8 
29.6 
17.9 
22.7 

71.8 
22.0 

4.1 
2.0 

68.4 18.5 13.1 100.0 

10,519 1,216 643 12,378 
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Table 10-Characteri8tlC8 of farm operator householda, by tenure of farm, 1988 

Item 

Tenure of farm 

Full Part tenant. Part tenant. Full All 
tenant < 50% owned > 50% owned ownership houeeholds 

136,007 356,451 338,261 918,126 1,748,845 
7.8 20.4 19.3 52.5 100.0 

18,630 30,297 38,115 44,519 131,561 
161,214 397,668 390,523 978,642 1.928,047 

1.2 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.1 
2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.4 

93.0 95.4 94.6 97.6 96.2 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
l-louseholds per farm (Number) 
IHouseholds per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (PercenQ: 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 • 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent) : 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 
Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm Income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For alt households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For alt households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

49.3 

41 

46.9 

48 

51.9 

53 

50.9 

56 

50.0 

53 

37.7 
28.0 
14.5 
13.9 
6.0 

16.4 
26.2 
24.4 
22.2 
10.8 

7.0 
20.3 
24,1 
28.1 
20.4 

7.3 
14.5 
22.7 
24.0 
31.5 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

17.9 
43.1 
27.6 
11.3 

19.1 
45.5 
21.5 
13.9 

27.8 
39.6 
19.0 
13.6 

29.7 
36.3 
19.7 
14.3 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13.9 

68.6 
31.4 

66.6 
33.4 

67.0 
33.0 

46.5 
53.5 

56.3 
43.7 

3.3 3.1 3.1 2.8 2.9 

8.5 
28.2 
20.2 
25.0 
18.0 

7.3 
35.3 
19.8 
20.1 
17.4 

5.5 
41.3 
21.7 
16.4 
15.1 

8.9 
48.0 
18.5 
14.3 
10.3 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16.7 
13.3 

8,794 7,977 6,079 1.362 4,201 

42.8 
28.0 
12.6 
10.1 
6.6 

51.6 
17.9 
12.7 

8.1 
9.7 

51.5 
18.1 
14.1 
9.7 
6.6 

62.3 
25.6 

6.4 
3.5 
2.3 

56.5 
22.7 

9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

16,494 
82.8 

19.912 

22,567 
66.6 

26.048 

24,166 
68.0 

27.466 

34,805 
91.3 

38.107 

28,829 
89.1 

32,368 

3,568 
11.8 

30,275 

5,367 
16.3 

32,904 

5,578 
16.1 

34,647 

12,559 
16.9 

74.477 

9,044 
16.2 

55,797 

10,193 
61.3 

16,627 

12,982 
56.8 

22,865 

11,584 
49.1 

23,615 

14,279 
48.4 

29,478 

13,176 
51.3 

25,705 

1,559 
38.8 

4,021 

1,971 
49.2 

4,010 

3,772 
55.7 

6,775 

2,841 
48.0 

5.924 

2,744 
49.0 

5,602 

1,174 
14.1 

8,325 

2,247 
22.1 

10,155 

3,232 
31.4 

10,299 

5.126 
43.3 

11,832 

3,866 
34.4 

11,230 

Continued- 
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Table lO-^Characteristlcs of farm operator households, by tenure of farm, 1988-Contlnued 

Tenure of farm 

item 
Firil 

tenant 
Part tenant, 

< 50% owned 
Part tenant, 

> 50% owned 
Full All 

ownership    households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household Tncome (Percent) : 

Negative 

$10,000 - $24Y999 
$1^,000-$49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Qini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm Income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on total off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average doHars) 

Households with members paid to WQF1< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, at) farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999iiOurs 
1,000 -1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent) : 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
in favorable financial positior] 

25,288 

14.8 
20.7 
27.6 
24.5 
12.4 

.76 

8,197 
12.4 

70.0 
56.2 
51.3 
33.9 

47.5 
32,8 

744 
3.3 

22,524 

384 
8.7 

4,439 

171 
11 

2,055 

13.0 
15.5 
17.6 
54.0 

33.1 
17.9 
34.2 

14.8^ 

86.1 
10.5 
3.5 

89,133 

9.3 
47.9 
34.2 

5.4 
3.2 

.9 
-2.5 
46.0 

30,544 

15,5 
11.8 
27.1 
27.7 
17.9 

.73 

10,504 
41.8 

69.1 
51.7 
38.4 
26.3 

45.8 
30.3 

435 
2.3 

19,t48 

449 

4,556 

175 
12 

2.106 

8.8 
13.2 
24.8 
53.1 

31.2 
15,2 
43.6 

6.9 
3.Ô 

91.1 
6.8 
2.1 

268.491 

2.3 
12.5 
53.0 
19.3 
13.0 

2.1 
-.1 

44.7 

30.246 

13.1 
14.5 
27.4 
26.2 
18.8 

.72 

7,516 
28.4 

68.5 
57.6 
38.9 
26.5 

43.1 
30.0 

527 
3.0 

17,602 

662 
10.8 

6,t31 

t83 
12 

2,200 

10.0 
12.3 
24.6 
53.1 

18.9 
14.6 
46.2 
17.7 
2.6 

89.2 
8.0 
2.9 

414,412 

1.7 
6.5 

45.1 
24.1 
22.6 

.7 
-1.0 

48.1 

36,167 

9.1 
19.4 
29.7 
27.3 
14.6 

.68 

1,700 
17.4 

86.5 
50.6 
23.7 
24.8 

22.0 
13.0 

256 
1.3 

19,414 

218 
4.0 

5,4;^ 

104 
11 

1.252 

27.0 
23.3 
26,0 
21,7 

12,7 
22.6 
54.0 
4.4 
6,3 

94,5 
4.1 
1.4 

263.131 

.8 
11.5 
61.1 
16.5 
10.1 

-.4 
-1.5 

38.6 

33,030 

11.6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 

.71 

5,124 
100.0 

78.2 
52.8 
31.8 
26.2 

32,9 
21.4 

383 
2.0 

19,227 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

139 
11 

1,672 

16.9 
18.5 
25,9 
36.7 

19.3 
19.2 
48.6 

8.1 
4.6 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

279,953 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17.7 
12.6 

.5 
-1.1 

42.2 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 10-Characterl8tlC8 offarm operator households, by tenure of farm, 1988-Contlnued 

Tenure of farm 

Item 
Full 

tenant 
Part tenant, 

< 50% owned 
Part tenant, 

> 50% owned 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

33.9 
12.5 
4.7 

48.9 

43.8 
9.8 
4.7 

41.7 

56.7 
34.9 

6.1 
2.3 

51.5 
37.4 
7.6 
3.5 

12.1 33.2 

1,536 3,630 

36.6 
11.1 
7.6 

44.7 

57.0 
34.5 

5.7 
2.8 

26.0 

3,204 

Full All 
ownership households 

46.1 42.8 
14.4 12.7 
6.9 6.4 

32.6 38.1 

87.4 71.8 
10.4 22.5 

1.5 3.9 
.8 1.8 

28.7 

4,691 

100.0 

13.061 

Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 11-Characteristics of farm operator households, by tenure of farm, 1989 

Tenure of farm 

Full            Part tenant,         Part tenant. 
Item                                                                                                   tenant       < 50% owned      > 50% owned 

Full 
ownership 

All 
households 

farms and househotde: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm Income (Number) 
Househoids per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent: 

Younger than 35 years 
35 • 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high schooi 
High school graduate, no college 
At ieast some coilege 
Coliege degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent) : 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0. $9,999 
f 1 QiOOO - $24,^© 
$25,000-M9,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm Income: 
Foj att households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business Income: 
For att households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/sataries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For ait households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average doliars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting househoid (Average dollars) 

148,623 308,1^ 334,289 924,237 1,715,341 
8.7 18.0 19.5 53.9 100 

20,322 30,226 34,980 41,821 127,349 
177,526 348,411 388,861 987,446 1,9(^,243 

1.2 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.1 
2.4 2.3 2.6 2.5 2.5 

93.1 ^.1 94.5 97.8 96.3 

49.4 

42 

49.8 

49 

34.8 
28.5 
19.5 
10.2 
7.0 

13.8 
27.3 
26.5 
20.2 
12.2 

17.9 
39.0 
29.6 
13.6 

20.9 
43.1 
21,9 
14.2 

66.5 
33.5 

67.9 
32.1 

3.4 3.2 

10.6 
22.5 
22.1 
23.0 
21.9 

6.4 
36.3 
18.8 
20.6 
18.0 

10,595 13.323 

40.7 
29.5 
184 
7.7 
8.8 

50.7 
t6.7 
12.4 
10,1 
10.1 

18,693 
84.2 

22,214 

22,103 
86.6 

25,533 

3,093 
14.3 

21,737 

5,925 
16.2 

36.613 

13,098 
64.3 

20,372 

12,289 
56.2 

21,849 

1.599 
46.3 

3.453 

1.694 
50.6 

3.743 

902 
11.4 

7,906 

1,996 
20.9 

9,567 

47.7 

53 

8.8 
20.1 
24,1 
26.2 
20.8 

23.9 
44.2 
17.0 
15.0 

68.7 
31.3 

3.0 

6.6 
41.3 
20.4 
16.0 
15.7 

9,325 

50.1 
18.6 
12.3 
11.1 
7,9 

24,660 
85.4 

28,888 

6,207 
15.3 

40,505 

11,903 
49.5 

24,034 

3.203 
50.1 

6,394 

3,367 
30.2 

11,165 

51.7 

56 

49.8 

53 

7.0 
15.5 
21.8 
23.6 
32.2 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

29.7 
36.9 
18.1 
15.2 

26.0 
:^.6 
19.6 
14.8 

44.3 
55.7 

55.2 
44.8 

2.8 2.9 

10.5 
46.7 
18.2 
15.0 
9.7 

9.0 
41.7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

1,239 5,796 

65.3 
21.5 

7.2 
3.6 
2.5 

57.6 

9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

29,366 
88.8 

33,078 

26,223 
87.3 

30,029 

6,540 
13.5 

48,414 

6,066 
14.4 

42,096 

14,362 
49.0 

29,313 

13,401 
51.7 

25,907 

3,571 
45.7 

7.810 

3.027 
47.5 

6.373 

4,893 
40.3 

12,153 

3,729 
32.3 

11,543 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 

54 



Table 11-Characteristics of farm operator householda, by tenure of farm, 1089-Continued 

Tenure of farm 

Item 
Full 

tenant 
Part tenant, 

< 50% owned 
Part tenant, 

^ 50% owned 

Household Income (Average dollare) 
Househotd Income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Qini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm Income only 
Based on all off-farm Income only 
Based on total household Income 

Dependence on farm Income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worlted on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worl(ed on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestoci( 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,9^ 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

29,289 

13.1 
15.2 
29.6 
25.7 
16.4 

.71 

6,889 
15.1 

69.8 
53.1 
44.2 
29.4 

45.7 
32.6 

838 
4.9 

16,969 

322 
7.4 

4,371 

162 
11 

1,946 

12.2 
16.3 
25.6 
45.9 

37.2 
15.6 
35.4 

11.9^ 

87.7 
9.1 
3.2 

95,023 

8.5 
40.7 
43.0 

4.5 
3.3 

4.8 
3.0 

50.1 

35,426 

17.8 
12.4 
24.3 
25.8 
19.7 

.76 

7,740 
35.1 

67.5 
55.8 
42.9 
31.3 

48.2 
30.4 

3.7 
18,065 

530 
11.3 

4,684 

182 
12 

2,188 

9.0 
12.7 
23.1 
55.2 

34.6 
14.1 
39.4 

7.9 
4.0 

89.6 
7.8 
2.5 

291,622 

2.5 
9.7 

50.9 
21.3 
15.6 

34,005 

14.4 
11.4 
26.3 
28.3 
19.6 

.70 

6.189 
30.5 

69.2 
59.7 
42.1 
26.2 

45.2 
30.7 

643 
3.8 

17,061 

628 
11.1 

5,655 

182 
11 

2,189 

9.6 
12.9 
26.0 
51.6 

22.9 
12.0 
43.2 
16.9 
5.0 

88.9 
8.4 
2.6 

473,258 

.9 
5.1 

41.9 
25.5 
26.7 

Full All 
ownership   households 

30,604 

9.0 
18.8 
30.5 
27.7 
14.0 

.64 

1,414 
19.3 

86.0 
53.7 
28.7 
25.4 

23.1 
14.1 

278 
1.6 

17,881 

258 
4.9 

5.287 

99 
11 

1,184 

2B.7 
24.0 
26.5 
19.8 

13.6 
22.1 
48.5 

4.4 
11.5 

94.4 
4.2 
1.4 

328,241 

1.2 
10.9 
56.7 
17.9 
13.4 

32,019 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

.68 

3,956 
100.0 

78.0 
55.2 
35.2 
27.0 

33.9 
21.9 

468 
2.7 

17,554 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

136 
11 

1,626 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 
7.8 
8.2 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

329.716 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

3.8 
2.1 

46.4 

1.7 
.4 

50.2 

-.2 
-1.1 
38.2 

1.2 
2 

43.2 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table I1-Charaeterl8t1c8 of farm^perator househotdSf by temiraHOf farrn^ tSSS-Cominued 

Kern 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $^9,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total vatue of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. ^Negative returns, close to zero. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and;Beturns Survey, all versions. 

Tenure of farm 

Full 
tenant 

Part tenant, 
< 50% cwned 

Part tenant, 
> 50% owned 

Full 
ownership 

All 
households 

30.6 
14.7 
4.5 

50.3 

42.5 
10.4 
4.5 

42.6 

34.9 
12.8 
8.3 

44.0 

43.3 
17.2 
5.9 

33.7 

40.4 
14.9 
6.0 

38.7 

58.3 
33.2 
5.3 
3.2 

51.8 
36.3 

8.4 
3.5 

57.4 
33.8 

6.1 
2.6 

88.4 
9.6 
1.2 
.7 

73.2 
21.2 

3.8 
1.8 

12.0 31.3 27,7 29.1 100.0 

1,182 2,739 3,027 4,622 11,570 
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Table 12-Characterí8tlC8 of farm operator households, by tenure of farm, 1990 

Item 

Tenure of farm 

Full Part tenant. Part tenant, Full All 
tenant < 50% owned > 50% owned ownership households 

141,955 318,252 332,199 945.614 1,738,019 
8.2 18.3 19.1 54.4 100.0 

13,752 29,279 37.234 50,117 130,382 
160.658 360,517 385,789 1,021,187 1.928,151 

1.1 1.1 1.2 1.1 1.1 
2.4 2.4 2.4 2.5 2.5 

95.2 95.6 94.6 97.2 96.3 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing Income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 • 54 years 
55 • 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

See footnotes at end of table. 

50.6 

42 

51.7 

48 

51.8 

53 

48.1 

56 

50.2 

52 

38.2 
27.1 
16.5 
10.9 
7.3 

16.3 
28.6 
23.4 
20.9 
10.7 

9.0 
18.9 
27.1 
26.6 
18.5 

7.2 
17.7 
20.0 
25.1 
30.0 

11.7 
20.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22.4 

17.8 
43.1 
23.8 
15.3 

18.0 
44.9 
22.1 
14.9 

25.8 
42.2 
17.6 
14.4 

26.5 
37.9 
17.7 
17.9 

24.1 
40.5 
19.0 
16.5 

70.2 
29.8 

69.6 
30.4 

68.4 
31.6 

44.9 
55.1 

56.0 
44.0 

3.3 3.2 3.1 2.8 3.0 

10.5 
26.3 
20.1 
20.4 
22.7 

6.9 
32.2 
19.1 
23.3 
18.4 

6.5 
39.0 
18.9 
19.4 
16.2 

10.2 
46.3 
18.6 
13.9 
11.1 

8.9 
^.7 
18.9 
17.2 
14.4 

14.954 10,542 9,824 1,310 5.742 

39.7 
23.2 
15.1 
12.4 
9.6 

47.3 
17.3 
12.9 
11.8 
10.7 

45.3 
22.0 
13.1 
10.6 
8.9 

63.9 
23.1 

6.9 
3.5 
2.7 

55.3 
21.8 

9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

26,680 
86.5 

30,851 

28,188 
90.2 

31,250 

29,233 
90.6 

32,269 

37,378 
93.7 

39.898 

33,265 
91.9 

36,210 

7,919 
15.7 

50,573 

5.662 
18.1 

31,286 

5.382 
16.6 

32,505 

8,990 
16.2 

55,334 

7,604 
16.6 

45.813 

15.615 
64.9 

24,047 

16,596 
62.9 

26,386 

15,626 
56.8 

27,505 

18,146 
56.0 

32.424 

17,174 
58.1 

29,544 

1,354 
38.4 

3,521 

2,491 
50.0 

4,982 

3,952 
55.1 

7,177 

3,453 
48.6 

7,069 

3,201 
49.3 

6,494 

1.792 
18.2 

9,873 

3,439 
30.2 

11,371 

4,273 
35.6 

12,007 

6,788 
45.4 

14,936 

5.286 
38.5 

13,712 

Continued- 

57 



Table 12-Characteri8tfc8 of farm operator households, by tenure of farm, IMO-Contlnued 

Tenure of farm 

Hem 
Full 

tenant 

Houeehold income (Average dotjare) 41,634 
Household Income (Percent): 

Negative 13.1 
$0-$9,999 11.2 
$10,000-$24,999 28.0 
$25,000-$49,999 26.3 
$50,000 and more 21.4 

Qînl coefficient .75 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 5,014 
Total payments (Percent) 13.I 

Households with Income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm Income only 64.4 
Based on earned off-farm income only 51.2 
Based on all off-farm income only 43.7 
Based on total household Income 27.6 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceede off-farm 46.9 
Actual value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 33.8 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, alt farms (Average dollars) 840 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 4.2 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 19^970 

Households wfth members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 301 
Households with paid members (Percent) 8.2 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 3,681 

Time operators worl<ed on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 175 
Months 11 
Hours per year 2,094 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 12.6 
500 - 999 hours 12.5 
1,000 -1,999 hours 22.8 
2,000 hours or more 52.1 

Commodil^ specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 33.8 
Other crops 17.1 
Beef, hogs, sheep 36.8 
Dairy 12.2^ 
Other ltvestocl< ^ 

Legaiform of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 88.8 
Legal partnership 8.4 
Family corporation 2,8 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 105,393 
Farm net worth (Percent) : 

Negative 7,4 
$0-$49,999 41.4 
$50,000 - $249,999 40,9 
$250,000. $499,9^ 7.2 
$500,000 and more 3.I 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of returjt om assete 3.9 
Rate of return on equ^ 1,6 
In favorable financial position 49.5 

See footnotes at end of table. 

Part tenant, 
< 50% owned 

Part tenant, 
> 50% owned 

Full Alt 
ownership   households 

38,730 

14.2 
9.1 

24.3 
27.3 
^.0 

.68 

6,866 
40.1 

66.6 
48.8 
36.9 
24.1 

45.9 
31.7 

570 
3.7 

15,500 

401 
11.3 

3,550 

185 
12 

2,215 

7.5 
12.0 
24.1 
56.5 

31.1 
14.3 
43.2 
7.9 
3.5 

89.5 
8.1 
2.4 

316,138 

1,4 
10.1 
48.1 
23.0 
17.5 

39,057 

9.5 
12.6 
23.1 
31.0 
23.8 

.66 

4,359 
26.5 

67.8 
56.0 
35.8 
^.8 

41.4 
31.9 

701 
3.3 

21,041 

630 
13.1 

4,796 

177 
11 

2,122 

2.3 
.3 

47.2 

9.1 
15.0 
25.0 
51.0 

18.2 
14.8 
46,2 
16.2 
4.5 

87.6 
9^^5 
2.8 

451,808 

.7 
5.7 

41.0 
Ê5.2 
27.4 

1.8 
.2 

54.9 

38,688 

5.7 
15.8 
29.5 
28.9 
20.1 

.60 

1,173 
20.3 

86.6 
47.1 
21.9 
19.9 

17.5 
11.8 

243 
1.5 

16,283 

195 
4.2 

4,616 

11 
1,187 

30.3 
^,4 
28.0 
19.4 

13.6 
23.9 
48.2 
5.0 
9.3 

94.1 
4.3 
1.6 

328,360 

1.0 
12.2 
53.5 
19.5 
13.9 

-.1 
-1.1 
37.7 

39,007 

8.6 
13.6 
27.2 
28.8 
21.8 

.64 

3,138 
100.0 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

29.6 
21.1 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

324 
7.5 

4,301 

136 
11 

1,628 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

19.4 
19.8 
46.0 
8.0 
6.8 

91.6 
6.3 
2.1 

331,506 

1.5 
13.0 
49.1 
20.2 
16.2 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

Continued- 
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Table 12-Characteri8tic8 of farm operator households, by tenure of farm, 1990»Contlnued 

Item 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

Tenure of farm 

Full 
tenant 

Part tenant, 
< 50% owned 

Part tenant, 
> 50% owned 

Full 
ownership 

All 
households 

30.4 
14.7 
4.6 

50.3 

40.3 
6.6 
4.2 

46.9 

35.7 
12.6 
7.8 

43.8 

43.0 
16.2 
6.4 

34.4 

40.1 
14.0 
6.1 

39.8 

54.5 
36.7 
5.2 
3.5 

49.0 
37.5 

9.4 
4.1 

57.5 
33,2 
6.3 
2.9 

87.2 
10.6 

1.4 
.8 

71.8 
22.0 

4.1 
2.0 

16.7 32.1 26.3 24.9 100.0 

1,236 3,101 2,968 5,073 12,378 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Sun/ey, all versions. 
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Table 13-Characterl8tlcs of farm operator households, by U.S. region, 1988 

Region 

Item South West Northeast 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm Income going to farm operator households 

who share Income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55-64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25.000-$49,993 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm Income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business Income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For alt households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

See footnotes at end of table. 

749,089 
42.8 

42.814 
803.863 

1.1 
2.3 

97.2 

50.7 

54 

221.620 
12.7 

22,271 
255.781 

1.2 
2.5 

94.7 

48.0 

53 

9.1 
t7.8 
22.0 
24.3 
26.8 

9.1 
22.0 
22.6 
23;0 
23.4 

33.2 
34.7 
19.0 
13.1 

15.0 
33.3 
28.6 
23.1 

47.1 
52.9 

54.8 
45.2 

2.7 3.0 

8.3 
47.8 
19.7 
16.1 

8.1 

9.5 
40.5 
19.5 
16.4 
14.1 

1,986 5,303 

61.4 
25.9 

5.9 
3.2 
3.6 

65.3 
13,4 
7.8 
6.6 
6.9 

32.435 
89.2 

36.374 

37,935 
89.0 

42,638 

11.400 
16.1 

70.752 

12,816 
19.1 

67,241 

13,960 
50.9 

27,436 

15,143 
47.5 

31,860 

2,719 
40,3 

6,753 

4,350 
50.2 

8,661 

4,355 
37.9 

11,491 

5,^5 
39.3 

14,299 

112.254 
6.4 

12,346 
130.500 

1.2 
2.5 

93.9 

45.0 

50 

Midwest 

665,882 
38.1 

54,130 
737,902 

1.1 
2.3 

96.0 

51.5 

52 

All 
households 

1,748.845 
100.0 

131,561 
1.928,047 

1.1 
2.4 

96.2 

50.0 

53 

14.2 
21.2 
25.5 
21,3 
17.7 

14.4 
19.2 
23.0 
23.5 
19.9 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

22.4 
44.2 
16.1 
17.3 

22.9 
45.7 
20.3 
11.0 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13.9 

51.3 
48.7 

67.9 
32.1 

56.3 
43.7 

3.5 3.1 2.9 

8.0 
30.2 
21.0 
16.9 
23.9 

6.9 
39.5 
19.0 
17.5 
17.0 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16.7 
13.3 

3,509 6.442 4.201 

65.6 
15.4 
8.8 
5.8 
4.4 

46.5 
23.6 
14.6 
9.4 
5.9 

56.5 
22.7 
9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

30,0i0 
84.5 

35,503 

21,543 
89.7 

24,004 

28,829 
89.1 

32,368 

8,928 
14.8 

60,454 

5,157 
15.6 

33.037 

9,044 
16.2 

55,797 

15,3^ 
49.6 

30,837 

11.271 
53.2 

21,199 

13.176 
51.3 

25,705 

2,249 
53.7 

4,187 

2.321 
57.6 

4,031 

2,744 
49.0 

5,602 

3.480 
32.2 

10.819 

2,794 
29.2 

9,553 

3,866 
34.4 

11,230 

Continued- 

60 



Table 13-CharacterlstlC8 of farm operator households, by U.S. region, ig88-Contlnued 

Region 

Item 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Gini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with income below poveriy threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on total off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worlced on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000 -1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

South West Northeast 

34,421 43,238 33,519 

9.5 
20.2 
30.2 
26.3 
13.6 

12.9 
13.7 
22.4 
27.2 
23.8 

14.4 
14.9 
27.6 
24.6 
18.5 

.71 .76 .71 

2,474 
20.7 

4.117 
10.2 

1.212 
1.5 

86.1 
46.9 
26.8 
25.8 

78.2 
52.2 
26.9 
24.2 

80.2 
51.2 
35.1 
28.2 

23.5 
14.0 

32.2 
19.4 

37.0 
22.6 

239 
1.2 

20,243 

952 
5.4 

17.668 

978 
2.9 

33,774 

150 
3.5 

4,319 

774 
7.5 

10.331 

537 
8.7 

6,197 

110 
11 

1.319 

130 
11 

1.555 

168 
11 

2,018 

23.3 
24.3 
28.5 
23.9 

23.3 
19.0 
22.8 
35.0 

19.6 
14.0 
21.9 
44.5 

8.5 
22.0 
60.0 

2.7 
6.7 

8.6 
37.3 
46.3 

3.3 
4.6 

5.5 
34.8 
24.8 
28.3 

6.6 

93.6 
5.0 
1.4 

88.2 
7.4 
4.4 

89.5 
9.0 
1.4 

246,946 416,842 360,516 

1.6 
16.1 
58.3 
14.2 
9.9 

3.0 
11.5 
47.2 
19.1 
19.3 

1 

9.5^ 
53.9 
20.0 
16.6 

-.2 
-1.3 
37.9 

1.6 
.2 

33.4 

-.9 
-2.0 
36.6 

Midwest 
All 

households 

27,984 

13.1 
14.9 
28.9 
28.0 
15.2 

.67 

9,101 
67.6 

68.8 
57.6 
38.4 
26.9 

43.1 
30.1 

256 
1.6 

15,745 

440 
10.2 

4,303 

171 
11 

2,050 

12.5 
12,5 
24.6 
50.4 

37.2 
7.4 

41.1 
12.2 
2.0 

92.2 
5.9 
1.9 

257,942 

2.2 
12.2 
52.1 
20.7 
12.8 

.9 
-1,3 
51.0 

33,030 

11.6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 

.71 

5,124 
100.0 

78.2 
52.8 
31.8 
26.2 

32.9 
21.4 

383 
2.0 

19,227 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

139 
11 

1,672 

18.9 
18.5 
25.9 
36.7 

19.3 
192 
48.8 

8.1 
4.6 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

279,953 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17,7 
12.6 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 13-Characteri8tiC8 of farm operator households, by U.S. region, 1988-Continued 

Kern South 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenañtr lese than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or nnore owned 
Full ownership 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,1^9 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

^gion 

West Northeast Midwest 
All 

households 

6.2 
2o.a 
16.5 
56.5 

7.7 
15.8 
16.9 
59.6 

85.3 
11.2 
2.3 
1.2 

71.9 
195 
4.9 
3.7 

31.1 17.7 

4,913 2,412 

5.7 
14.9 
22.8 
56.6 

70.6 
23.5 
4.3 
1.5 

6.4 

10.0 7.8 
22.3 20.4 
22,7 19.3 
45.0 52.5 

56.8 71.8 
36.0 22.5 

5.2 3.9 
2.0 1.8 

44.8 

4,838 

100.0 

13,061 

Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 14-Characteri8tiC8 of farm operator households, by U.S. region, 1989 

Item 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm Income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm Income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm Income going to farm operator households 

who share Income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45-64 years 
55 • 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm Income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 • $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business Income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Region 
All 

South West Northeast Midwest households 

693,317 255,226 102,530 664,269 1,715,341 
40.4 14.9 6.0 38.7 100 

39,376 23,723 8,124 56,126 127,349 
751,168 296,932 114,527 739,616 1,902.243 

1.1 1.2 1.1 1.1 1.1 
Tiber)                     2.5 2.8 2.5 2.3 2.5 
rcent)                   97.3 94.9 95.6 95.8 96.3 

52.3 

55 

45.5 

54 

44.1 

51 

8,7 
17.6 
22.5 
22.1 
29.0 

7.1 
20.4 
25.6 
22.3 
24.6 

14.9 
19.1 
24.4 
22.5 
19.1 

34.4 
35.9 
16.2 
13.5 

14.5 
31.7 
31.0 
22.8 

24.6 
41.9 
16.4 
17.2 

45.8 
54.2 

51.7 
48.3 

51.7 
48.3 

2.7 2.9 3.4 

9.6 
44.8 
20.3 
16.4 
8.9    . 

10.2 
45.1 
16.8 
15.7 
12.3 

4.3 
36.6 
19.1 
20.3 
19.7 

2,014 10,131 3,591 

64.9 
22.5 

6.1 
3.3 
3.2 

62.6 
15.4 

7.1 
6.1 
8.8 

64.3 
16.6' 
8.2 
6.4 
4.6 

27,730 
87.6 

31,645 

35,737 
84.4 

42,375 

26,972 
86.5 

31,166 

5,898 
12.9 

45,820 

12,522 
18.1 

69,412 

6,022 
14.7 

40.919 

14,123 
50.8 

27,794 

14,488 
45.2 

32,059 

14.386 
51.8 

27,791 

3,387 
40.9 

8,289 

3,542 
45.1 

7,861 

3.208 
53.3 

6,018 

4,322 
37.1 

11,639 

5,186 
32.0 

16,198 

3,356 
30.1 

11,147 

50.6 

51 

49.8 

53 

See footnotes at end of table. 

14.2 
21.6 
21.9 
22.6 
19.8 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

21.9 
46.2 
19.2 
12.8 

26.0 
39.6 
19.6 
14.8 

67.0 
33.0 

55.2 
44.8 

3.1 2.9 

8.6 
37.9 
18.6 
17.3 
17.6 

9.0 
41,7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

8.419 5.796 

46.9 
21.7 
14.6 
10.2 
6.6 

57.6 
20.7 

9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

20,879 
88.3 

23,648 

26,223 
87.3 

30,029 

3,767 
14.6 

25.850 

6,066 
14.4 

42,096 

12.077 
55.2 

21,885 

13.401 
51.7 

25,907 

2,426 
54.5 

4,453 

3,027 
47.5 

6,373 

2,609 
27.7 

9,410 

3,729 
32.3 

11,543 

Continued- 
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Table 14-Characterl^IC8 of farm operator households, by U.S. region, irao-Cominued 

Region 

Iteni South West Northeast Midwest 
Alt 

households 

Houseiiold Income (Average dotiars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000 - $24.9^ 
$25,000-JM9,999 
$50,000 and more 

Qini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dotiars) 
Total payments (Percent 

l-iousehoids wHh income below poverty threshold (Percent : 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earnect off-farm Income only 
Based on all off«farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Opadrators pjaid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, aiJ farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting f£(rm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on Ihe farm: 
Wa^ea paid to members, alt farrns (Average dollars) 
Hpusehblds with paid mernbers (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500-999 hours 
1,000-T,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent) : 

Négative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 ^ $249,^99 
$250,000 - $499.9^ 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

29,744 

11.7 
1^.0 
30,3 
^TO 
14.0 

.70 

2,344 
23.9 

86.5 
13.0 
31.1 
23.4 

24.7 
13.Ô 

281 
1.6 

17,454 

180 
3.^ 

4,652 

1C^ 
t1 

1,303 

24.1 
23.4 
28.2 
24.4 

9.5 
19.8 
58.9 

2.3 
9.5 

93.6 
5.1 
1.3 

2.3 
14.1 
55.1 
16.3 
12.1 

.5 
-.4 

37.6 

45.869 

13.8 
12.5 
22.1 

23.3 

.75 

3,488 
13.1 

78.2 
52.5 
30.6 
25.3 

34.7 
20.9 

1,222 
6,5 

18,^1 

634 
9.1 

6,^6 

127 
11 

1,521 

25.0 
22.3 
20,1 
32.6 

11.0 
31.6 
40.7 
2.9 

13.8 

87.9 
7.7 
4,5 

278,286        573,544 

3.1 
10.3 
43.3 
18.7 
24.6 

1.7 
.6 

36.1 

30,563 

11.5 
18.1 
24.8 
30.1 
15.5 

.65 

1,036 
1.6 

81.3 
54.8 
37.3 
31.8 

34.0 
22.5 

738 
4.3 

17,n6 

709^ 
8.Í 

8,710 

11 
2,027 

16.8 
15.5 
23.8 
44.0 

7.3 
31.5 
24.3 
27.1 

9.8 

88.4 
9.8 
1.8 

444.104 

1 

7.9^ 
49.4 
20.9 
21.8 

29,297 

11,7 
13.6 
29.7 
26.8 
16.2 

.62 

6,270 
61.4 

66.5 
58.5 
41.0 
25.3 

43.1 
31.4 

332 
2.0 

16,373 

452 
10.5 

4,306 

162 
11 

1,942 

15.7 
14.1 
25.6 
44.6 

39.6 
9.1 

34.5 
12.5 
4.3 

92,1 
6.1 
1.8 

272.057 

1.4 
11.6 
51.3 
21.1 
14.6 

32,019 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

.68 

3,956 
100.0 

78.0 
55.2 
35.2 
27.0 

33.9 
21.9 

468 
2.7 

17,554 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

136 
11 

1,626 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 

7.8 
8.2 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

^9,716 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

.1 
-.7 

37,2 

1.8 
2 

52,7 

1,2 
3 

43.2 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 14-Characterl8tiC8 of farm operator households, by U.S. region, 1989-Continuecl 

Region 

ftem South West Northeast Midwest 
Aii 

households 

6.6 
18.9 
16.8 
57.7 

8.5 
12.5 
16.8 
62.2 

6.5 
13.5 
27.1 
52.8 

11.2 
19.8 
22.1 
46.8 

8.7 
18.0 
19.5 
53.9 

85.9 
10.3 
2.5 
1.4 

72.5 
19.2 
4.4 
4.0 

71.6 
23.2 

3.6 
1.6 

60.5 
33.0 

5.1 
1.4 

73.2 
21.2 

3.8 
1.8 

28.0 21.4 5.5 45.1 100.0 

4.587 2.406 942 3.635 11,570 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Fuii tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. ^ Positive returns, close to zero. ^ Negative returns, 
close to zero. 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to roundinjg. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Tabte 15-Characteri8tlc8 of farm opewtor householda, by US. fielen, 1M0 

Region 
All 

househoids ttem                                                                                                     SoHlh           Wwrl              Northeast Midwest 

Farms and houseiiolda: 
Farm operator houaehoida (Number) 
Farm operator houaeholda (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Househoids receiving farm income (Number) 
HousehoJds per farm (Number) 
i-lousehoJds per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm Income going to farm operator househoids 

who share Income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35-44 years 
45-54 years 
55-64yeare 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent) : 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm Income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm Income tolrousehold (Percent): 

Negative 

$10,000-$24i^^® 
$25,000-$49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farrh income: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-^farm business income: 
For ail househoids (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and^ivldends: 
For aH househoids (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income.' 
For aH households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per Teporting tïousehold (Average dollars) 

696,205 
40.1 

40,564 
755,079 

1.08 
2.45 
97.0 

49.2 

54 

243,519 
14.0 

23,342 
282,802 

t.16 
2.68 
94.9 

46.5 

52 

106,429 
6.1 

11,017 
12t,987 

1/15 
2.41 
94.7 

49.0 

51 

39.8 
55,459 

768,282 
1.11 
2.38 
96.2 

52.8 

51 

1,738,019 
100.0 

130.382 
1,928,151 

1.11 
2.46 
96.3 

50.2 

52 

See footnotes at end of table. 

8.5 
18^ 
^.0 
26.0 
27.0 

11.6 
22.4 
24.9 
21.5 
19.6 

13.2 
21.8 
23.1 
23.5 
18.3 

14.8 
22.1 
22.0 
21.6 
19.5 

11.7 
20.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22.4 

30.4 
36.6 
16.4 
16.6 

14.0 
33.3 
30.4 
22.3 

26.8 
44.1 
11.0 
18,0 

20.9 
46.3 
18.8 
14.1 

24.1 
40.5 
19.0 
16.5 

^.4 
51.6 

50.4 
49.6 

56.1 
43.9 

65.5 
34.5 

56.0 
44.0 

2.8 3.a 3.5 3.1 3.0 

8.0 
46.9 
20.1 
14.5 
10.6 

9.3 
40.6 
16.2 
19.0 
14.9 

8.3 
29.1 
19.7 
19.8 
23.2 

9.8 
36.3 
18.4 
18.9 
16.6 

8,9 
40.7 
18.9 
17.2 
14.4 

2,127 6,712 1,694 9,661 5,742 

59.9 
25.8 
6.7 
3.8 
3.8 

65.2 
14.4^ 
6,9 
5.3 
8.1 

60.7 
16.5 
11.2 
6.8 
4.8 

46.4 
21.3 
13,8 
11.1 
7.4 

55.3 
21.8 

9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

33,016 
93.4 

35,331 

55,877 
91.0 

61,410 

38,351 
89.1 

43,021 

24,774 
91.0 

27,223 

33,265 
91.9 

36,210 

5,803 
16.3 

35,586 

20,805 
17.5 

118,751 

12,368 
20.1 

61,492 

4,037 
16.0 

25,189 

7,604 
16.6 

45,813 

17,651 
57.3 

30.798 

23,730 
58.9 

40,293 

17,961 
56.3 

31,914 

14,265 
59,0 

24,192 

17,174 
58.1 

29,544 

3,355 
43.2 

7,761 

5,129 
50.0 

10,266 

2,917 
51.6 

5,650 

2,411 
54.8 

4.399 

3,201 
49.3 

6,494 

6,äD6 
^.8 

14,181 

6,213 
37.a 

5.104 

14,259 

4,062 
34.3 

11,8Ä) 

5,286 
38.5 

13712 

Continued- 

66 



Table 15-Characterlstlcs of farm operator households, by U.S. region, 1990-Contlnued 

Region 
¿11 

Hem                                                                                                     South           West              Northeast Midwest 
Mil 

households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Gini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent) : 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number) : 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000 - 1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent) : 
Cash grains 
Other crops 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

35,143 62,589 

6.9 
14.5 
30.8 
28.0 
19.8 

9.7 
9.0 

25.0 
26.3 
30.0 

.60 .75 

1.881 
24.0 

3,070 
13.7 

85.9 
46.5 
22.8 
20.8 

79.7 
43.2 
23.8 
19.3 

19.0 
12.1 

29.8 
20.0 

287 
1.3 

21,378 

1,037 
6.0 

17,305 

155 
4.2 

3.665 

387 
7.0 

5.511 

110 
11 

1,319 

116 
11 

1,397 

23.9 
21.6 
30.8 
23.8 

29.3 
20.1 
20.7 
29.9 

8.0 
22.8 
59.2 

2.6 
7.3 

7.9 
36.8 
41.6 

2.9 
10.8 

93.9 
4.8 
1.2 

84.2 
11.4 
4.4 

»76,515 577,160 

1.5 
15.3 
52.8 
18.2 
12.3 

2.3 
13.7' 
40.7 
17.0 
26.2 

.3 
-.9 

39.6 

1.4 
.2 

34.0 

40,045 

9.5 
17.9 
23.2 
27.2 
22.2 

.70 

964 
1.9 

78.4 
52.0 
33.9 
27.1 

31.3 
22.2 

685 
2.9 

23.653 

613 
10.5 

5,831 

164 
11 

1,973 

20.2 
14.4 
23.9 
41.6 

9.0 
27.6 
26.8 
25.3 

9.3 

89.2 
9.2 
1.7 

396,059 

1 

8.7^ 
43.4 
25.5 
22.4 

-1.4 
-2.7 
37.1 

34,435 39,007 

9.8 
13.6 
25.0 
30.7 
21.0 

8.6 
13.6 
27.2 
28.8 
21.8 

.60 .64 

4,762 
60.4 

3,138 
100.0 

66.2 
54.2 
36.5 
23.0 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

40.0 
30.3 

29.6 
21.1 

344 
2.3 

15,037 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

428 
10.6 

4,040 

324 
7.6 

4,301 

164 
11 

1,967 

136 
11 

1,628 

14.3 
14.9 
24.0 
46.8 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

36.4 
9.7 

36.9 
12.5 
4.6 

19.4 
19.8 
46.0 
8.0 
6.8 

92.2 
5.6 
2.2 

91.6 
6.3 
2.1 

►90,449 331.506 

1.4 
11,2 
49.2 
22.5 
15.8 

1.5 
13.0 
49.1 
20.2 
16.2 

1.9 
.1 

52.2 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table IS-Characlerlstlcs of farm operator households, by U.S. region, 199&-Contlnued 

Region 
All 

households Kern                                                                                                  South           West              Northeast Midwest 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Partlenant, tees than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - IÑ99,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

6.2 
18.4 
17.1 
58.3 

8.6 
11.3 
17.2 
63.0 

84.4 
11.4 
2.7 
1.5 

73.0 
18.1 
5.0 
4.0 

27.0 22.2 

4,873 2,384 

6.2 
12.6 
24.4 
56.9 

71.4 
22.8 

3.9 
1.9 

5.2 

754 

10.3 8.2 
21.6 18.3 
21.0 19.1 
47.1 54.4 

58.9 71.8 
33.9 22.0 

5.3 4.1 
1.9 2.0 

45.6 

4,367 

100.0 

12,378 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, ait versions. 
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Table 16-Characteri8tlC8 of farm operator households, by participation In government programs, 1988 

Direct government payment level 

Item 
No 

participation 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35-44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Less than       $5,000-      $25,000 Ail All 
$5,000 $24,999     and more      participants  households 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent) : 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 
Off-farm income to household (Percent): 

Less than $10,000 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24.999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

GInî coefficient 

50.5 

54 

1.118.534 252.476 270.383 107,452 630,311 1,748.845 
64.0 14.4 15.5 6.1 36.0 100.0 

63,038 17,604 28,264 22,655 68,523 131,561 
1,199,871 277,194 307.686 143,296 728,176 1.928,047 

1.1 1.1 1.1 1.3 1.2 1.1 
2.3 2.4 2.3 2.6 2.4 2.4 

97.2 96.7 94.8 88.4 94.5 96.2 

52.0 

56 

51.4 

50 

45.7 

49 

49.7 

52 

50.0 

53 

See footnotes at end of table. 

10.3 
18.5 
22.6 
23.2 
25.4 

10.6 
16.9 
20.4 
22.3 
29.9 

16.4 
20.9 
23.1 
26.3 
13.3 

12.9 
25.5 
27.2 
25.1 
9.4 

13.5 
20.1 
22.7 
24.5 
19.3 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

30.0 
37.3 
18.8 
13.8 

25.9 
41.2 
20.2 
12.7 

18.2 
44.2 
25.1 
12.5 

9.2 
43.1 
27.6 
20.1 

19.7 
42.8 
23.6 
13.9 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13.9 

44.2 
55.8 

61.2 
38.8 

85.7 
14.3 

96.3 
3.7 

77.7 
22.3 

56.3 
43.7 

2.9 2.8 3.1 3.3 3.0 2.9 

8.3 
43.6 
19.9 
16.5 
11.6 

7.9 
46.3 
19.1 
14.2 
12.5 

7.8 
37.1 
18.9 
18.6 
17.7 

3.6 
37.3 
17.4 
20.4 
21.3 

7.1 
40.8 
18.7 
17.1 
16.2 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16.7 
13.3 

599 2.342 9.964 31,560 10,592 4,201 

66.0 
23.1 
5.6 
2.8 
2.5 

49.9 
30.8 
12.4 
4.3 
2.6 

33.7 
20.1 
22.1 
16.5 
7.8 

30.6 
7.0 

14.6 
19.1 
28.7 

39.7 
22.1 
16.9 
12.0 
9.3 

56.5 
22.7 
9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

33,794 
90.7 

37,254 

23,284 
91.8 

25,359 

17,283 
82.7 

20,903 

19,227 
81.5 

23,582 

20,018 
86.1 

23,237 

28,829 
89.1 

32.368 

30.3 
28,1 
28.0 
13.5 

35.6 
31.5 
23.6 
9.3 

54.6 
24.3 
15.0 
6.1 

59.0 
21.2 
12.7 
7.0 

47.7 
26.7 
18.1 
7.5 

36.6 
27.6 
24.4 
11.4 

34,393 25,625 27,247 50,787 30,610 33,030 

9.7 
18.9 
30.5 
26.5 
14.4 

9.6 
18.5 
32.1 
28.3 
11.6 

17.1 
12.3 
23.8 
29.4 
17.4 

22.6 
5.8 

11.4 
22.5 
37.6 

15.0 
13.7 
25.0 
27.8 
18.5 

11.6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 

.69 .60 .72 .80 .73 .71 

Continued- 



Table 16-Characterl8tics of farm operator householda, by particlpatfon in ^oVerriment programs, 1988-Continuecl 

Item 

Direct govemmentpayment level 

No Lees than       $5,000-      $25,000 All All 
participation     ^,000        $24,999     and more      participants liouseholds 

Qoyernment oomrnodity program payment (Average dollars) 
Totel payfnenfe percent 

IHouseholds with Income below poverty threshold (Percent: 
Based oh farm Income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on toter off-farm income only 
Based on totai household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percem^: 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent 
Wages paid/iBW' reportirtg iarm (Â>^rage dollars) 

Households wlth^embers paid tâ^worlt ofl the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Ho\jsehold8 with paid members (Percenty 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time ©pefatore worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worl<ed on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500-999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent); 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestôci< 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sote proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,^9 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent) : 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

na 
na 

88.3 
46.8 
24.6 
25.2 

21.8 
12.2 

^1 
1.4 

265 
4.3 

6.1^ 

113 
11 

1,354 

24.4 
23.5 
28.1 
24.0 

5.7 

58.5 
6.4 
6.7 

94.0 
4.6 
1.4 

1.4 
15.9 
59.8 
13.9 

9.1 

-.8 
-1.9 
34.8 

6.4 
14.9 
15.7 
63.0 

1,955 
5.5 

78.6 
56.0 
30.2 
^.8 

29.0 
19.6 

124 
1.2 

10,683 

179 
6.6 

2,726 

144 
11 

1,729 

17.0 
16.6 
28.5 
37.9 

^.1 
17.7 
41.4 
10.2 
1.6 

93.6 
5.1 
1.3 

240,882      225.378 

2.4 
12.7 
57.8 
18.8 
8.4 

-1.3 
-3.1 
51.6 

7.5 
17.4 
21.6 
53.4 

12,136 
36.6 

51.7 
66.4 
52.1 
29.2 

63.4 
46.3 

290 
1.7 

17,291 

546 
12.3 

4,444 

208 
12 

2,495 

4.7 
6.0 

20.2 
69.1 

49.3 
8.5 

27.5 
14.8^ 

89.5 
8.1 
2.3 

3.0 
8.5 

40.4 
29.4 
18.7 

1.4 
-.6 

57.9 

11.7 
35.8 
28.6 
24.0 

48.271 
57.9 

38.0 
73.4 
59.1 
^.9 

81.1 
58.5 

1,870 
10.5 

17,807 

1,370 
21.0 

6,512 

232 
12 

2,784 

2.6 
2.1 

11.1 
84.2 

61.4 
13.8 
19.4 
5.4^ 

1 

75.7 
15.7 
6.6 

343.946     65a,872 

4.5 
3.0 

23.0 
25.7 
43.8 

4.8 
3.1 

58.9 

13.1 
45.3 
28.9 
12.7 

14.218 
100.0 

60.1 
63.5 
44.5 
27.8 

52.6 
37.7 

493 
3.0 

16,567 

540 
11.5 

4,695 

186 
11 

2,237 

9.3 
9.6 

22.0 
59.2 

43.3 
13.1 
31.7 
11.0 

.9 

88.8 
8.2 
3.0 

349,287 

3.0 
9.3 

44.4 
24.5 
18.8 

1.9 
. -.1 
55.5 

10.3 
30.1 
25.8 
33.8 

5,124 
ÎO0.0 

78.2 
^.8 
31.8 
26.2 

32.9 
21.4 

383 
2.0 

19,227 

364 
6.9 

5.290 

139 
11 

1,672 

18.9 
18.5 
25.9 
367 

19.3 
19.2 
48.8 

8.1 
4.6 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

279,953 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
177 
12.6 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

7.8 
20.4 
19.3 
52.5 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 16-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator houaeholda, by participation In government programs, 1988-Continued 

Direct government payment level 

Item 
No 

participation 
Lees than 

$5,000 
$5,000-       $25,000 All All 
$24,999     and more      participants  households 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

52.6 36.1 17.2 21.8 25.6 42.8 
16.2 4.7 6.2 11.4 6.5 12.7 
8.3 5.1 2.2 1 3.2 6.4 

23.0 54.1 74.4 66.7^ 64.8 38.1 

87.4 78.4 28.8 2.8 44.2 71.8 
10.2 19.3 62.5 57.0 44.2 22.5 

1.5 1.9 6.7 26.5 6.2 3.9 
1.0 .4 2.0 13.7 3.4 1.8 

40.0 

5,762 

9.5 

1.708 

25.6 

2,989 

24.8 

2.602 

60.0 100.0 

13,061 

na « Not applicable. 
Categories are combined wKh adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 17-CharacteristiC8 offarm operator households, by participation in government programs, 1989 

Direct government payment level 

Kern 
No Less than $5,000- $25,000 All All 

participation $5,000 $24,999 and more participants households 

1,075,696 315,980 256,720 66,944 639,644 1,715,341 
63.1 18.5 15.1 3.9 37 J5 100.0 

59,637 15,971 34,519 17,223 67.712 127,349 
1,160.756 340,245 304,604 96.638 741,487 1.902,243 

1.1 1.1 1.2 1.4 1.2 1.1 
2.4 2.5 2.4 2.7 2.5 2.5 

97.3 97.5 93.3 85.3 94.5 96.3 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receivfng farm Income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35-44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Avei'age dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000-$49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For air households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 
Off-farm income to household (Percent): 

Less than $10,000 
$10.000-$24.999 
$25,CO0 - $49.999 
$50,000 and more 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24.999 
$25,000-$49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Qini coefficient 

51.4 

53 

50.2 

53 

50.1 

50 

42.9 

51 

48.3 

52 

49.8 

53 

10.3 
19.0 
23.1 
21.4 
26.3 

12.1 
18.9 
21.0 
21.9 
26.1 

13.0 
22.5 
22.7 
26.6 
15.2 

8.2 
22.6 
28.7 
23.9 
16.7 

12.1 
20.7 
22.5 
240 
20.7 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

^.2 
37.6 
18.3 
14.8 

24.1 
40.4 
21,1 
14.4 

18.5 
46.6 
21.1 
13.8 

12.2 
40.7 
26.2 
^.9 

20,6 
42.9 
21.6 
14.8 

26.0 
39.6 
19.6 
14.8 

42.5 
57.5 

63.1 
36.9 

89.0 
11.0 

93.8 
6.2 

76.7 
23.3 

55.2 
44.8 

2.9 3.0 3.1 3.2 3.0 3.0 

10.1 
42.4 
19.1 
16.6 
11.8 

8.6 
42.0 
18.3 
15.7 
15.4 

6.2 
39.3 
197 
18.1 
16.6 

3.5 
38.6 
18.4 
21.8 
17.8 

7.1 
40.6 
18.9 
17.3 
16.1 

9.0 
41.7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

941 2,540 16,245 59.124 13,962 5.796 

68.6 
19.5 
6.0 
3.2 
2.8 

50.2 
26.8 
13.1 

7.1 
2.8 

29.4 
21.4 
20.5 
16.5 
12.2 

23.1 
10.4 
11.4 
21.0 
34.1 

39.0 
22.9 
15.9 
12.3 
9.9 

57.6 
20.7 

9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

30,143 
88.0 

34,270 

22,694 
89.7 

25,304 

15.773 
84.0 

18,787 

19.962 
79.7 

25,041 

19,630 
86.3 

22,735 

26.223 
87.4 

30.018 

30.5 
28.7 
27.4 
13.4 

35.3 
28.5 
25.7 
10.6 

55.0 
26.8 
11.6 
6.5 

58.1 
24.0 
11.1 
6.7 

45.6 
27.3 
18.5 
8.6 

36.1 
28.2 
24.1 
11.6 

31,(»4 25,234 32.018 79.086 33,593 32.019 

11.0 
17.9 
29.8 
27.5 
13.8 

11.5 
15.1 
30.7 
29.2 
13.5 

15.4 
11.1 
24.9 
26.2 
22.4 

16.9 
5.6 

10.7 
19.9 
46.9 

13.7 
12.5 
26.3 
27.0 
20.6 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

.68 .59 .68 .76 .69 .68 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 17-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator households, by participation In government programs, 1989-Contlnued 

No 
participation 

Direct government payment level 

Item 
Less than 

$5,000 
$5,000- 
$24,999 

$25,000 
and more 

All 
participants 

All 
households 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

na 
na 

2,034 
9.5 

11,322 
42.8 

48,355 
47.7 

10.609 
100.0 

3,^6 
100.0 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm Income only 
Based on total household income 

87.8 
49.8 
29.5 
27.6 

76.4 
56.2 
33.7 
26.0 

50.5 
71.1 
54.7 
26.3 

33.6 
75.5 
58.6 
23.8 

61.5 
64.2 
44.7 
25.9 

78.0 
55.2 
35.2 
27.0 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

24.1 
13.0 

32.6 
21.0 

65.0 
49.6 

78.7 
61.8 

50.4 
36.8 

33.9 
21.9 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

432 
2.2 

19,496 

161 
1.3 

12,663 

512 
3.3 

15,602 

2.333 
14.2 

16,480 

529 
3.4 

15,444 

468 
2.7 

17,554 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

294 
4.8 

6,108 

230 
7.7 

2,994 

712 
15.4 

4,624 

1,313 
18.7 

7,040 

537 
11.9 

4,501 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

107 
11 

1,288 

149 
11 

1,786 

213 
11 

2.552 

229 
•   12 

2,752 

183 
11 

2.194 

136 
11 

1,626 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

26.0 
24.6 
27.0 
22.5 

15.8 
14.9 
30.2 
39.1 

7.6 
5.9 

18.1 
68.5 

7.6^ 
1 

13.6 
78.7 

11.4 
10.0 
23.6 
55.0 

20.5 
19.2 
25,7 
34.6 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

7.5 
22.1 
53.4 

5.2 
11.8 

36.0 
12.6 
39.2 
9.7 
2.6 

51.3 
7.8 

22.3 
16.8 

1.8 

56.1 
20.2 
16.1 
7.6^ 

1 

44.2 
11.5 
30.0 
12.2 

2.1 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 

7.8 
8.2 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

93.3 
5.2 
1.5 

94.7 
4.2 
1.1 

87.3 
9.9 
2.7 

72.9 
16.4 
10.8 

89.5 
7.7 
2.8 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

307,703 

1.9 
15.3 
55.5 
14.9 
12.4 

253,733 

1.5 
10.2 
56.3 
22.0 
10.1 

391,784 

2.9 
4.0 

38.1 
29.3 
25.7 

804,061 

3.2 
2.2 

17.4 
26.1 
51.1 

366,736 

2.2 
6.9 

44.9 
25.4 
20.6 

329,716 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

-.1 
-1.1 
34.1 

.3 
-1.1 
52.6 

2.7 
.9 

64.3 

6.9 
6.0 

63.7 

2.9 
1.4 

58.5 43.2 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

6,5 
12.9 
15.2 
65.5 

11.0 
19.7 
22.6 
46.7 

13.6 
31.6 
30.4 
24.4 

13.3 
40.0 
32.5 
14.1 

12.3 
26.6 
26.8 
34.3 

8.7 
18.0 
19.5 
53.9 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 17-CharacterMlcs erf farm operator hotiaeholda, by particlpatiofi In govarnment programa, 1989-Cominuecl 

IMNI^ 90¥«mmdrit^ym«nt level 

Item 
No 

partlcipelion 
Ueothan 

$5.000 
$a.OOO-      $25,000 All All 
$24,999    and more     participante households 

U.S. region (PeroeñQ: 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent) : 
Uss^an $50,000 
$50,000 • ^49,999 
$350.000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total vatue of pj'oductlon (Percent) 

Sample size 

49.2 
19.3 

7JB 
23,7 

87.7 
9.4 
1.7 
1.3 

5,836 

34.4 
8.3 
39 

55.4 

74.7 
23.4 

1.6 
.4 

12.6 

2,085 

14.1 
6.3 
2.1 

77.6 

28.4 
60.1 
9.3 
2.2 

26.6 

2,449 

29.1 
17.5 

.8 
52.6 

4,4 
51.5 
27.7 
16.3 

mi 

1.^)0 

25,7 40.4 
7.5 14.9 
2.8 6.0 

64.0 38.7 

48.8 
41.0 

7.4 
2.8 

57.3 

5,734 

73.2 
21.2 

3.8 
1.8 

100.Ô 

11,570 

na = Not applicable, 
^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. ^ Negative returns, cbse to zero. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costo and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 18--Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator households, by participation in government programs, 1990 

Direct government payment level 

Item 
No Less than $5,000- $25,000 All All 

participation $5,000 $24,999 and more participants households 

1,180,769 293,779 205,623 57,849 557,250 1,738,019 
67.9 16.9 11.8 3.3 32.1 100.0 

71,087 22,685 21.516 15,095 59,295 130,382 
1,265,682 326,070 237,083 79,315 642.469 1,928,151 

1.1 1.1 1.2 1.4 1.2 1.1 
2.5 2.4 2.5 2.4 2.4 2.5 

97.0 96.4 94.7 86.4 94.7 96.3 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farm sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 • 54 years 
55 • 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent) : 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 
Off-farm income to household (Percent) : 

Less than $10,000 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Gini coefficient 

49.9 

53 

53.5 

53 

49.5 

51 

47.8 

50 

50.6 

52 

50.2 

52 

11.4 
20.4 
21.0 
23.8 
23.4 

12.2 
20.2 
22.2 
21.0 
24.4 

13.3 
22.2 
23.4 
24.7 
16.4 

10.3 
24.9 
26.5 
24.8 
13.5 

12.4 
21.4 
23.1 
22.8 
20.3 

11.7 
20.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22.4 

26.9 
38.6 
18.4 
16.0 

22.0 
45.2 
17.4 
15.4 

15.3 
43.8 
23.3 
17.6 

8.1 
41.9 
23.3 
26.7 

18.1 
44.4 
20.2 
17.4 

24.1 
40.5 
19.0 
16.5 

46.3 
53.7 

66.6 
33.4 

85.6 
14.4 

94,8 
5.2 

76.5 
23.5 

56.0 
44.0 

3.0 3.0 3.0 3.2 3.0 3.0 

8.6 
41.8 
18.9 
16.5 
14.2 

11.9 
37.5 
19.8 
16.8 
14.0 

7.9 
39.4 
17.1 
20.8 
14.8 

4.2 
37.6 
19.9 
21.1 
17.1 

9.6 
38.2 
18.8 
18.7 
14.6 

8.9 
40.7 
18.9 
17.2 
14.4 

1,303 5,901 18.675 49.582 15,149 5,742 

64.9 
21.3 

6.3 
4.1 
3.4 

42.2 
28.0 
16.5 
9.2 
4.0 

27.8 
20.3 
18.9 
18.8 
14.3 

24.2 
7.0 

15.7 
16.7 
36.4 

35.0 
23.0 
17.3 
13.5 
11.2 

55.3 
21.8 

9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

37,265 
92.8 

40,163 

25,226 
92.2 

27,367 

24.109 
88.7 

27.185 

24,959 
82.8 

30,145 

24.787 
89.9 

27,566 

33,^5 
91.9 

36,210 

24.2 
28.0 
29.9 
17.8 

34.2 
26.9 
25.7 
13.2 

46.5 
25.0 
18.0 
10.6 

51.2 
19.9 
17.9 
11.0 

40.5 
25.5 
^.1 
12.0 

29.4 
27.2 
27.4 
16.0 

38,568 31.130 42.784 74,541 39.937 39.007 

7.4 
14.8 
29.6 
28.4 
19.8 

8.6 
14.3 
26.1 
32.4 
18.6 

12.7 
8.0 

20.3 
28.5 
30.5 

18,2 
5.2 
8.8 

18.5 
49.3 

11.1 
11.0 
22.2 
29.5 
26.2 

8.6 
13.6 
27.2 
28.8 
21.8 

.64 .55 .65 .75 .64 .64 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 18-Characteri8tlC8 of farm opierator houaeholda, by participation In government programa, 1990-Contlnued 

ßifeihöov©rnm©nt (aíáymerrt level 

Item 
No 

participation 
Less than 

$6,000 

Government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percen 
Based on farm Income only 
Based on earned off-farm Income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on totaf household Income 

Oependeñcé on farrn income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators j>ald^ wage (Percent) 
Wages^^idrper reporting farm (itWenE^e dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per repofting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked OT\ the famSi by hours (Percent): 
Less than^QO hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crops 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent) : 
Soie propri«e*oñBHip 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 • $49,^19 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on^ equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent) : 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

na 
na 

86.2 
44.9 
24.1 
22.1 

20.5 
13.1 

353 
1.9 

19,050 

207 
5.4 

3,808 

113 
10.95 
1,358 

25.0 

28.3 
24.6 

7.0 
23.0 
53.9 

7.0 
9.1 

92.4 
6.1 
1.5 

1.5 
15.9 
52.3 
17.6 
12.7 

-.3 
-1.4 
36.3 

6.2 
13.6 
16.4 
63.8 

1,902 
10.2 

71.8 
54.0 
33.3 
21.3 

35.7 
27.2 

226 
2.0 

11,4 

314 
9.6 

3,254 

162 
10.88 
i,947 

14.3 
13.2 
27.8 
44.7 

36.5 
13.8 
33.1 
13.5 

3.1 

93.6 
5.1 
1.3 

297,490        296,743 

1.2 
9.3 

52.3 
23.7 
13.5 

-.2 
-1.8 

55.6 

12.0 
20.4 
22.5 
45.1 

$5,000- 
$24,999 

11,295 
42.6 

48.9 
63.8 
45.7 
20.8 

59.9 
47.2 

4.2 
14,381 

703 
13.4 

5,249 

200 
11.25 
2,406 

9.0 
7.4 

16.8 
66.8 

54.4 
11.1 
26.6 
7.0 

.9 

89.2 
6.5 
4.3 

22 
4.6 

35.1 
28.3 
29.8 

3.3 
1.6 

64.0 

13.1 
34.6 
26.9 
25.4 

$25,000 
and more 

44,478 
47.2 

31.9 
66.9 
50.5 
23.2 

78.2 
60.0 

2,708 
11.4 

23,^0 

1.426 
19.0 

7,505 

229 
11.48 
2,753 

1 

7.6^ 
10.8 
81.6 

602 
16.8 
19.6 
3.3^ 

73.0 
17.2 
9.7 

436,620      8^;73B 

4.r 
16.6 
25.6 
53.7 

6.7 
5.5 

61.5 

11.6 
46.7 
28.4 
13.3 

All 
participants 

Ail 
households 

9,788 
100.0 

59.2 
59.0 
39.6 
21.3 

49.1 
38.0 

621 
3.8 

16,517 

573 
12.0 

4,775 

183 
11.08 
2,200 

11.3 
10.1 
22.0 
56.7 

45.6 
13.1 
29.3 
10.0 

2.1 

6.9 
3.3 

1.7 
6.8 

42.2 
25.6 
23.7 

2.8 
1.1 

59.3 

12.4 
28.3 
24.8 
34.5 

3,138 
100.0 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

29.6 
21.1 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

324 
7.5 

4,301 

136 
10.99 
1,^8 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

19.4 
19.8 
46.0 

8.0 
6.8 

91.6 
6.3 
21 

403,584        31,S)6 

1.5 
13.0 
49.1 
20.2 
162 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

8.2 
18.3 
19.1 
54.4 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table Id-Characteristics of farm operator households, by participation in government programs, 1990-Contlnued 

Direct government payment level 

Item 
No Less than       $5,000-       $25,000 

participation     $5,000        $24,999     and more 
All All 

participants  households 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent) 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 or more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

na - Not applicable. 
^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 

48.4 
17.3 
7.6 

26.7 

25.4 
4.6 
3.7 

66.4 

17.4 
7.1 
2.2 

73.3 

25.4 
18.6 

56.0^ 

22.4 
7.0 
3.0 

67.6 

40.1 
14.0 
6.1 

39.8 

64.9 
12.0 

1.9 
1.2 

63.6 
32.8 

2.5 
1.0 

27.8 
56.8 
12.3 

3.1 

1 

52.0^ 
28.6 
19.4 

44.3 
43.2 

8.8 
3.7 

71.8 
22.0 

4.1 
2.0 

46.1 14.3 23.8 15.7 53.9 100.0 

6,711 2.137 2,388 1,142 5,667 12,378 
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Table 19«^9)âfaeteristic8M^ housefiokis, by age of operator 198| 

Aige ©f ©peFutor 

Item 
Younger 
than 35 

47.9 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 200,435 
Farm operator households (Percent) 11.5 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 21,590 
Households receMng farm Inceme (Number) 229,348 
Households per farm (Number) 1.1 
Households per farm reporting sharing Income (Number) 2.3 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 94.2 
Farm Income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At leiuH: some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size ^Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm Income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to hoLUsehold (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$f 0,000 - ^4,999 
$25,000 r $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollar^ 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm buslnefsjncome: 
For ^l/househcrtds (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per repoitlng household (Average dotíars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Househojd income (Average dotiars) 
Household income (Percent) : 

Negative 
$0-^,9^ 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25,CX)0 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

See footnotes at end of table. 

35-44 45 - 54 55 - 64 
65 or 
older 

333,660 
19.1 

31.066 
375,1£^ 

1.1 
2.3 

95.4 

51.4 

396,251 
22.7 

20,852 
424,427 

1.1 
2.4 

97.4 

50.4 

413,221 
23.6 

36,553 
462,692 

1.1 
2.4 

95.5 

49.8 

405,278 
23.2 

21,500 
436,474 

1.1 
2.5 

97.3 

50.2 

All 
households 

1,748,845 
100,0 

131,561 
1,928,047 

1.1 
2.4 

96.2 

50.0 

7.7 
49.2 
28.5 
14.6 

8.9 
37.9 
31.0 
22.1 

17.7 
42.8 
23.3 
16.2 

33.7 
39.8 
15.7 
10.9 

50.6 
31,7 
10.2 
7.5 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13.9 

58.1 
41.9 

45.5 
54.5 

42.6 
57.4 

60.8 
39.2 

72.9 
27,1 

56.3 
43.7 

3.4 4.0 3.3 2.4 2.1 2.9 

9.4 
14.8 
26.1 
30.7 
18.9 

4.7 
12.6 
16.7 
34,6 
31.5 

4.3 
32.0 
27.9 
18.9 
16.9 

7.1 
63.7 
18.2 
6.9 
4.1 

14.1 
69.8 
11.6 

3.1 
1.3 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16.7 
13.3 

5.611 3.908 3,133 5,337 3,629 4,201 

52.6 
22.5 
11.0 

8.1 
5.9 

60.3 
17.9 
89 
6.9 
6.0 

59.8 
18.3 
10.2 
6,2 
5.4 

54.9 
22,4 
10.0 
7,8 
5.3 

53.8 
31.5 
8.8 
3.2 
2.8 

56.5 
22.7 
9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

24,242 
84.5 

28.686 

29,379 
88.3 

33,262 

34,573 
89.3 

38J17 

33,108 
87.3 

37,944 

20,666 
93.6 

22.089 

28,829 
89.1 

32,368 

5,628 
16.2 

343^ 

8,191 
18.9 

43,303 

11,719 
22.2 

52,817 

14,471 
17.0 

85^015 

3.285 
7.3 

44,883 

9,044 
16.2 

55,797 

17.113 
68.2 

25,087 

18,905 
67.5 

27,999 

19.421 
66.7 

29.136 

11,278 
47.7 

23,666 

2,340 
18.1 

12,929 

13,176 
51.3 

25,705 

826 
37.5 

2.202 

1,401 
43.5 

3,220 

1,905 
48.0 

3,967 

3.332 
53.7 

6,199 

5,019 
55.2 

9,087 

2,744 
49.0 

5,602 

676 
9.0 

7.502 

862 
11.3 

7,819 

1,527 
14.2 

10,774 

4,027 
33.6 

11,970 

10,021 
86.6 

11,568 

3,666 
34.4 

11,230 

29,853 33.286 37.706 38,445 24.295 33.030 

14.3 
14.3 
28.8 
28.7 
14.0 

12.1 
11.6 
25.8 
82.4 
18.0 

10.7 
10.5 
22.6 
35.3 
21.0 

12.7 
16.3 
29.9 
24.2 
16.9 

9.5 
29.9 
35.0 
16.3 
9.2 

11.6 
17.0 
285 
27.0 
15.9 

Continued-- 
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Table 19-Characteri8tlC8 of farm operator households, by age of operator, 1988-Contlnuecl 

Age of operator 

Item 
Younger 
than^ 

Gini coefficient 70 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 6,230 
Total payments (Percent) 13.9 

Households with income below poverty tiireshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 73.8 
Based on earned off-farm income only 44.6 
Based on total off-farm Income only 42.3 
Based on total household income 28.3 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 41.9 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 27.6 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, alt farms (Average dollars) 484 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 2.7 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 17,623 

IHousehoids with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 206 
Households with paid members (Percent) 5.2 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 3,972 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number) : 
Hours per month 172 
Months 11 
Hours per year 2,065 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 12.2 
500-999 hours 15.7 
1,000-1,999 hours 21.6 
2,000 hours or more 50.5 

Commodity specialty (Percent): • 
Cash grains 25.6 
ahercrop 17.9 
Beef, hog, sheep 39.3 
Dairy 12.1 
Other livestock 5.1 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 68.1 
Legal partnership 9.4 
Family corporation 2.6 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 176,311 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 3.8 
$0 - $49,999 32.1 
$50,000 - $249.999 48.0 
$250,000 - $499.999 9.8 
$500,000 and more 6.3 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 1 -2 
Rate of return on equity -1 3 
In favorable financial position 38.5 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 25.6 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 29.1 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 11.8 
Full ownership 33.5 

35-44 45-54 55-64 
65 or 
older 

.66 

6,269 
23.3 

79.2 
36.0 
33.1 
25.5 

34.6 
22.5 

664 
3.2 

20,559 

337 
9.7 

3,472 

151 
11 

1,807 

18.5 
17.4 
22.2 
41.9 

20.2 
18.0 
44.4 
10.7 
6.8 

91.1 
6.4 
2.5 

239,776 

3.7 
18.7 
52.4 
14.7 
10.6 

1.0 
-1.4 
34.9 

11.4 
28.0 
20.6 
40.0 

.64 

5,823 
25.7 

78.4 
33.7 
28.0 
21.0 

30.6 
19.9 

384 
1.8 

21,700 

514 
10.1 

5,101 

138 
11 

1.653 

19.2 
19.0 
27.8 
34.0 

18.2 
19.8 
48.1 

9.0 
5.0 

92.8 
5.4 
1.8 

1.5 
11.9 
54.7 
18.2 
13.8 

-1.5 
37.8 

5.0 
21.9 
20.6 
52.5 

.78 

5,469 
25.2 

75.3 
57.0 
36.6 
27.4 

38.2 
25.7 

335 
1.9 

17.539 

488 
6.6 

7,379 

145 
11 

1,741 

16.6 
17.6 
25.1 
40.7 

19.8 
17.8 
50.4 

7.9 
4.1 

91.6 
6.3 
2.2 

.70 

2.600 
11.8 

82.1 
85.0 
24.3 
29.4 

23.9 
14.4 

150 
.9 

16.630 

192 
2.6 

7,522 

110 
11 

1,316 

24.8 
21.1 
29.9 
24.2 

15.9 
21.7 
56.3 

3.3 
2.8 

94.8 
3.9 
1.3 

1.6 
7.2 

53.7 
21.2 
16.2 

.4 
-.9 

47.0 

4.6 
19.2 
23.0 
53.2 

1 

8.5^ 
58.9 
20.1 
12.5 

-.1 
-.6 

49.7 

2.0 
9.5 

17.0 
71.5 

All 
households 

.71 

5,124 
100.0 

78.2 
52.8 
31.8 
26.2 

32.9 
21.4 

383 
2.0 

19.227 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

139 
11 

1,672 

18.9 
18.5 
2S.9 
36.7 

19.3 
19.2 
48.8 

8.1 
4.6 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

285,869 335,016 302.853        279,953 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17.7 
12.6 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

7.8 
20.4 
19.3 
52.5 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 19-Characteri8tiC8 of farm operator households, by age of operator, 1988-Contlnued 

Age loif operator 

Item 

US, region (PeroenQ: 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Eeonofnic^ize«f farm (Percen^: 
Less4han^50,(XË 
$èÔ,0Ô0.$é49,g99 
$250,000. $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Samplet sb» 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: f^rcentagés^n»^ not addto lOOdúe to rounding 

Younger 
than 35 35-44 45-54 55-64 

65 or 
older 

All 
households 

34.1 
10.0 
8.0 

47.9 

40.0 
14.6 
7.1 

36.3 

41.5 
12.6 
7.2 

38.7 

44.0 
12.3 
5.8 

37.8 

49.5 
12.8 
4.9 

32.8 

42.8 
12,7 
6.4 

38.1 

60.2 
34.0 
4.2 
1.5 

65.5 
26.6 

5.4 
2.4 

^.8 
23.0 

4.7 
2.5 

69.9 
24.1 
4.0 
2.0 

86.6 
11.2 

1.5 
.7 

71.8 
22.5 
3.9 
1.8 

13.4 25.1 24.7 25.3 11.5 100.0 

1,56$ 2,809 3,127 3,244 2,315 13,061 

Sourèê: 198é Fàrfn Costs and Returns Suivey, all versions. 
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Table 20-CharacteristiC8 of farm operator households, by age of operator, 1989 

Item 

Age of operator 

Younger 65 or All 
than 35 35-44 45-54 55-64 older households 

187,871 337,146 392,115 383,240 414,970 1,715,341 
11.0 19.7 22.9 22.3 24.2 100.0 

19,292 25,400 27,674 28,214 26,769 127,349 
213,478 371,845 432,206 426,237 458,477 1,902,243 

1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 
2.3 2.4 2.5 2.5 2.6 2.5 

94.8 96.2 96.7 96.3 96.6 96.3 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm Income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 • $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

49.3 48.9 52.9 49.5 48.0 49.8 

See footnotes at end of table. 

10.8 
47.8 
26.7 
14.7 

9.4 
39.7 
29.5 
21.5 

17.2 
44.7 
20.6 
17.5 

32.5 
39.9 
14.3 
13.4 

48.7 
30.8 
12.2 
8.4 

26.0 
39.6 
19.6 
14.8 

56.8 
43.2 

45.7 
54.3 

43.7 
56.3 

56.4 
43.6 

72.1 
27.9 

55.2 
44.8 

3.4 4.0 3.3 2.4 2.0 2.9 

12.2 
12.7 
24.1 
30.9 
20.0 

4.3 
11.3 
18.0 
32.8 
33.6 

4.6 
32.3 
27.2 
21.5 
14.4 

6.6 
63.8 
19.2 
6.1 
4.2 

17.7 
68.0 

9.7 
4.7^ 

1 

9.0 
41,7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

4,461 5,803 5,558 7,998 4,587 5,796 

54.0 
20.4 
12.2 
7.5 
6.0 

60.8 
15.7 
9.3 
7.4 
6.8 

59.0 
19.4 
8.7 
7.1 
5.8 

56.0 
19.6 
10.6 
7.7 
6.1 

56.7 
27.3 

9.0 
7.0^ 

1 

57.6 
20.7 

9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

19,932 
84.5 

23,595 

29,309 
87.3 

33,583 

34,164 
88.7 

38,512 

26,600 
85.8 

31,003 

18,712 
88.8 

21,078 

26,223 
87.3 

30,029 

4,262 
14.2 

30,135 

7,642 
18.0 

42,503 

9,104 
18.6 

49,071 

7,318 
15.6 

46,884 

1,575 
6.6 

23,878 

6,066 
14.4 

42,096 

14,368 
66.7 

21,527 

19,680 
71.2 

27,657 

21,262 
67.4 

31,556 

11,464 
48.6 

23,602 

2,221 
17.3 

12,866 

13,401 
51.7 

25,907 

907 
40.4 

2,244 

1,177 
42.9 

2,743 

2,169 
45.6 

4,753 

3,861 
51.2 

7,544 

5,530 
52.8 

10,478 

3,027 
47.5 

6,373 

395 
7.2 

5,462 

810 
8.1 

9,961 

1,630 
15.0 

10,845 

3,956 
31.6 

12,514 

9,386 
80.3 

11,691 

3,729 
32.3 

11,543 

24,393 35,112 39,722 34,598 23,299 32,019 

15.0 
11.6 
31.7 
30.0 
11.7 

11.5 
10.5 
23.5 
35.8 
18.7 

11.3 
8.8 

26.0 
31.1 
22.8 

13.0 
15.0 
28.9 
25.6 
17.6 

10.8 
29.6 
33.2 
17.2 
9,2 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

Continued- 
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Table 20-C1iaracterl8tlc8 of farm operator households, by age of operator, 1989-Contiiiued 

Age of operator 

Item 
Younger 
than 35 35-44 46-54 55-64 

65 or 
older 

All 
households 

Gini coefficient .72 .66 .64 .70 .69 .68 

Direct government payments (Average doilare) 
Total payments (Percent) 

3,888 
10.8 

4,555 
22.6 

4,412 
25.5 

4,396 
24.8 

2.646 
16.3 

3,956 
100.0 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm Income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total household Income 

75.0 
47.5 
43.3 
29.7 

78.5 
38.5 
35.1 
25.6 

78.7 
35.6 
29.6 
21.5 

74.7 
56.1 
36.5 
26.8 

81.3 
89.8 
35.7 
32.1 

78.0 
55.2 
35.2 
27.0 

Dependence on farm Income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 

42.7 
27.7 

35.1 
23.6 

31.6 
20.3 

38.1 
25.1 

27.2 
16.3 

33.9 
21.9 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paidto operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

755 
5.8 

13,0(^ 

581 
2.8 

20,788 

477 
2.6 

18,487 

460 
2.3 

20.091 

246 
1.6 

15,626 

468 
2.7 

t7,554 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms <Average dollars) 
HouseholdsL^lth paid members (Percent)^ 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

147 
4.1 

3,537 

449 
11.9 

3,769 

400 
11.0 

3,622 

S5Q 
6.6 

8,288 

273 
2.7 

9,935 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

Time operators worl<ed on the farm (Number) : 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

167 
It 

2,005 

152 
11 

1.828 

135 
11 

1.624 

136 
11 

1.637 

107 
10 

1,283 

136 
11 

1.626 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1.000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

15.5 
14.0 
25.2 
45.4 

15.5 
18.7 
24.9 
40.9 

19.5 
22.4 
23.7 
34.4 

21.2 
17.2 
25.3 
36.3 

27.3 
20.7 
28.8 
23.2 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Gash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Daily 
Other livestock 

^.9 
19.0 
38.3 
12.4 
7.5 

22.7 
17.5 
39.1 
10.7 
10.0 

20.2 
18.1 
44.5 

7.9 
9.3 

21.5 
18.0 
45.3 
8.0 
7.2 

19.9 
18.4 
51.7 

3.2 
6.8 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 
7.8 
8.2 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent) : 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

86.3 
9.3 
2.4 

90.9 
6.8 
2.4 

92,4 
6.0 
1.5 

92.0 
5.8 
2.2 

93.7 
4.5 
1.7 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$49,999 
$50,000-$249,999 
$250^000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

196,629 

3.9 
27.0 
50.1 
12.1 
6.9 

256,652 

3.7 
13.9 
55.5 
15.9 
11.0 

310.187 

2.5 
10.9 
53.0 
17.6 
16.0 

470,906 

1 

8.9^ 
47.3 
22.9 
21.0 

337.391 

.5 
8.8 

51.6 
21.7 
17.5 

329,716 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equHy 
In favorable financial position 

2,0 
2 

37,5 

1.8 
-.5 

35.4 

1.3 
-.5 

41.0 

1.4 
.5 

48.9 
1 

47.9 43.2 

Farm tenancy (Percent : 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

27.5 
22.7 
15.6 
34.2 

12.5 
24.9 
20.0 
42.6 

7.4 
^.8 
20.5 
51.3 

4.0 
16.3 
22.9 
56.9 

2.5 
9.1 

16.8 
71.7 

8.7 
18.0 
19.5 
53.9 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 

82 



Table 20-Characteri8tiC8 of farm operator houaeholda, by age of operator, 1989--Contlnued 

Age of operator 

Younaer 
Hem                                                                                                  than 35         35-44          45-54          55-64 

65 or 
older 

All 
householde 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

32.2 36.2 39.8 40.0 48.5 40.4 
9.6 15.4 16.7 14.9 15.1 14.9 
8.1 5.8 6.4 6.0 4.7 6.0 

50.1 42.6 37.1 39.1 31.6 38.7 

63.6 66.1 72.5 70.1 86.8 73.2 
30.2 25.9 20.9 24.0 10.9 21.2 
4.6 5.3 4.6 4.1 1.3 3.8 
1.7 2.7 2.0 1.8 1.0 1.8 

11.8 

1,155 

25.6 

2,388 

26.3 

2,794 

23.2 

2,844 

13.1 

2,389 

100.0 

11,570 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. ^ Positive returns, close to zero. ^ Negative returns, 
close to zero. 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Sun/ey, all versions. 
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Table 21—Characteri^ics off farm operator tiouseholds, by age of operator, 1t90 

Age of operator 

Item 
Younger 
than 35 35-44 45-54 55-64 

65 or 
older 

Farms and households: 
Fatm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator hpuseholds (Percent^ 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm Income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm Income going to farm operator hbusehoid (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operato^educatlon (Percent) : 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10.000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$©0,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Housejioids reporting income (Perceril) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
HousehoJds reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Househoid injcome ^Percent) : 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

See footrrotes at end of table. 

2(0,796 
11.7 

20,322 
231,336 

1.1 
2.4 

95.0 

49.4 

^,636 
20^ 

30,693 
400,909 

1.1 
2.3 

95.8 

51.0 

^^6,639 
21.7 

^,309 
421,830 

1.1 
2.5 

96.1 

49.9 

408,025 
23.5 

27,123 
449,039 

1.1 
2.5 

96.8 

52.6 

389,723 
^.4 

22.735 
425,036 

1.1 
2.6 

96.9 

47.4 

AH 
households 

1,738,019 
100.0 

130,362 
1,928,151 

1.1 
2.5 

96.3 

50.2 

12.1 
47.8 
27.2 
12.8 

9.1 
37.4 
27.8 
25.6 

17.1 
44.2 
19.9 
18.7 

^.4 
42.4 
14.6 
12.7 

44,3 
33.8 
10.2 
11,8 

24.1 
40.5 
19.0 
16.5 

58.5 
41.5 

47.8 
52.2 

47.8 
52.2 

54.9 
45.1 

71.3 
28.7 

56.0 
44.0 

3.6 3.9 3.3 2.4 2.0 3.0 

9.8 
16.4 
16.9 
28.6 
28.3 

4.9 
11.5 
191 
33.2 
31.3 

4.7 
30.4 
26.8 
22.0 
16.2 

7.9 
62.0 
20.1 
6.6 
3.5 

17.4 
68.0 
10.7 
2.9 
1.0 

8.9 
40.7 
18.9 
17,2 
14.4 

7,036 6,369 6,775 5,862 3,364 5,742 

55.4 
17.0 
9.3 

11.7 
6.5 

55.6 
18.3 
10.2 
8.5 
7.4 

56.4 
18.4 
9.8 
7.8 
7.5 

53.2 
24.3 
10.6 
6.3 
5.6 

56.1 
28.2 
9.0 
3.6 
3.1 

55.3 
21.8 

9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

25,569 
86.6 

29,531 

36,897 
91.1 

40,493 

43,437 
92.8 

46,795 

29,277 
91.5 

31,986 

28,279 
94.7 

29,848 

33,265 
91.9 

36,210 

6,126 
13.6 

45,205 

9,241 
20.2 

45,730 

12.146 
m7 

58,682 

5,452 
17.6 

30,^0 

4,727 
98 

47,990 

7,604 
16.6 

45,813 

17,688 
71.6 

24,690 

23,587 
74.0 

31.874 

25,393 
72.2 

35.149 

15,159 
57.4 

26,418 

5,151 
23.6 

21.870 

17,174 
58.1 

29,544 

895 
37.5 

2,387 

2,334 
41.1 

5,684 

2,801 
50.5 

5,545 

3,425 
53.6 

6,396 

5,359 
57.4 

9,335 

3,201 
49.3 

6,494 

859 
13.5 

6.382 

1.735 
17.2 

10,105 

3,096 
22.8 

13,569 

5,240 
39.4 

13.296 

13,043 
85.7 

15.219 

5,286 
38.5 

13,712 

32,605 43,266 50,211 35,139 31,643 39,007 

14.6 
9.1 

29.0 
30.8 
16.5 

8.5 
8.8 

23.7 
33.5 
25.5 

7.4 
9.4 

20.1 
32.1 
31.0 

8.2 
12,9 
29.5 
28.6 
20.9 

7.3 
25.1 
33.9 
20.4 
13.3 

8.6 
13.6 
27.2 
28.8 
21.8 

Continued- 
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Table 21-Characteristics of farm operator housetioidSp by age of operator, 1990-Contlnued 

Age of operator 

Item 
Younger 
than 35 35-44 45-54 55-64 

65 or 
older 

All 
househoids 

Gini coefficient .70 .62 .60 .61 .70 .64 

Total payments (Percent) 
2,996 

11.2 
3,591 
23.7 

3,668 
25.3 

3,296 
24.7 

2,117 
15.1 

3,138 
100.0 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on ali off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

74.2 
41.3 
38.8 
28.7 

77.0 
35.4 
32.3 
20.1 

76.2 
33.4 
26.9 
17.5 

76.0 
48.5 
27.7 
20.4 

82.6 
83.2 
24.6 
25.8 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

Dependence on farm Income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

41.8 
27.2 

31.8 
23.4 

30.2 
22.8 

29.5 
21.5 

20.9 
13.7 

29.6 
21.1 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

558 
4.1 

13,445 

571 
3.2 

17,651 

559 
2.9 

19,057 

356 
1.5 

24,496 

226 
1.5 

15,288 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

Households with members paid to worl< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

144 
4.1 

3,529 

298 
11.8 

2.529 

539 
11.3 

4,777 

346 
6.2 

5,557 

213 
3.2 

6,656 

324 
7.5 

4.301 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

165 
11 

1,975 

150 
11 

1,800 

139 
11 

1,673 

134 
11 

1.606 

106 
10 

1.268 

136 
11 

1,628 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent) : 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

15.6 
15.8 
23.2 
45.4 

18.1 
18.1 
22.9 
40.9 

19.9 
19.5 
23.9 
36.7 

20.6 
17.5 
27.5 
34.4 

26.3 
19.2 
32.0 
22.4 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crops 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
aher livestock 

21.0 
17.0 
38.6 
14.0 
9.4 

18.9 
19.5 
43.0 
9.8 
8.8 

20.2 
21.2 
43.4 

9.1 
6.1 

19.5 
21.8 
46.1 
6.5 
6.1 

18.0 
18.3 
55.0 
3.6 
5.2 

19.4 
19.8 
46.0 

8.0 
6.8 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

87.0 
10.1 
2.8 

90.3 
7.7 
2.0 

90.4 
7.2 
2.4 

93.6 
4.4 
2.0 

94.2 
4.2 
1.5 

91.6 
6.3 
2.1 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

185,511 

3.0 
25.0 
52.8 
12.2 
6.9 

294,416 

3.1 
18.7 
47.0 
19.1 
12.1 

372,225 

1.1 
9.1 

50.8 
19.7 
19.4 

365,595 

1.1 
9.5 

45.6 
22.8 
21.1 

367,057 

1 

9.0^ 
51.0 
23.2 
16.8 

331,506 

1.6 
13.0 
49.1 
20.2 
16.2 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

1.2 
-1.5 
37.1 

1.5 
-.6 

38.2 

1.5 
-.1 

41.9 

.9 
-.3 

49.5 

2 

-.5 
47.7 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

26.6 
25.5 
14.7 
33.3 

10.7 
25.3 
17.4 
46.5 

6.2 
19.7 
23.9 
50.1 

3.8 
16.3 
21.6 
58.2 

2.7 
8.7 

15.8 
72.8 

8.2 
18.3 
19.1 
54.4 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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TabI« ai'^Characteristtcs of farm operator houaeholda, by age of operMbr, 1M0-Conttnuad 

Age of operator 

Itam 
Younger 
than 35 35-44 45-54 55-64 

65 or 
older 

All 
householde 

U.S. regten (Percent: 
South 
Weet 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economlo size^f farm (Percent): 
Less than «50,000 
$50,000 - ^49,999 
$250,000-$499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

29.0 
13.8 
6.9 

50.3 

35.9 
15.2 
6.5 

42.5 

36.9 
16.1 
6.5 

40.5 

44.4 
1^9 
6.1 

36.6 

48.2 
12.3 
5.0 

34.6 

40.1 
14.0 

6.1 
39.8 

60.7 
33.0 
4.7 
1.6 

64.9 
26.6 
5.7 
2.6 

66.3 
23.2 

5.7 
2.7 

73.7 
21.1 
3.5 
1.6 

85.6 
11.7 

1.6 
1.1 

71.8 
22.0 

4.1 
2.0 

14.3 29.4 24.1 20.4 11.8 100.0 

1,197 2,616 2,674 3,047 2,642 12,378 

^ allegories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure consIderaHons. ^Positive returns, close to zero. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, aH versions. 
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Table 22-CharacteristlC8 of farm operator households, by education of operator, 1988 

Item 

Less 
than high 

school 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (PercenQ: 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator major occupation (Percent) ; 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

459,729 
26.3 

21,454 
487,819 

1.1 
2.3 

97.7 

51.3 

62 

Education of operator 

High At least College 
school some and All 

graduate college beyond households 

667,614 359,170 242,332 1,748,845 
39.3 20.5 13.9 100.0 

54.893 30,669 24,545 131,561 
759,816 401,279 279,132 1.928,047 

1.1 1.1 1.2 1.1 
2.3 2.4 2.5 2.4 

95.9 95.7 94,9 96.2 

49.7 

51 

50.0 

48 

49.7 

49 

50.0 

53 

3.4 
6.5 

15.3 
30.3 
44.6 

14.3 
18.4 
24.7 
23.9 
18,7 

15.9 
28.8 
25.7 
18.1 
11.5 

12.1 
30.5 
26.5 
18.5 
12.5 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

65.1 
34.9 

56.4 
43.6 

51.6 
48.4 

45.9 
54.1 

56.3 
43.7 

2.7 2.9 3.2 3.2 2.9 

9.6 
53.4 
18.1 
9.9 
9.0 

8,0 
42.4 
20.2 
17.0 
12.4 

5.6 
34.8 
20.1 
21.7 
17.7 

7.6 
34.1 
19.3 
21.8 
17.3 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16.7 
13.3 

3,187 4,759 4,924 3,467 4,201 

55.3 
29.3 

8.1 
4.6 
2.7 

54.9 
22.0 
11.3 
6.7 
5.0 

57.1 
20.2 
9.7 
6.6 
6.3 

62.4 
16.0 
7.9 
6.7 
6.9 

56.5 
22.7 
9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

17,538 
89.5 

19.592 

23,945 
87.3 

27,441 

40,806 
91.4 

44,636 

46,355 
89.9 

51,588 

28,829 
89.1 

32,368 

4,122 
12.1 

34,060 

5,532 
14.0 

39,529 

17,488 
20.5 

85,163 

15,829 
23.9 

66,332 

9,044 
16.2 

55,797 

6,191 
37.0 

16,720 

12,759 
54.0 

23,647 

17,731 
59.9 

29.591 

20,857 
57.8 

36,112 

13.176 
51.3 

25.705 

2,410 
44,4 

5,434 

2.541 
48.1 

5.286 

2,470 
50.9 

4,849 

4,359 
57.4 

7,589 

2.744 
49.0 

5,602 

4,815 
53.9 

8,933 

3,113 
29.6 

10,500 

3.117 
24.0 

12,967 

5,310 
26.4 

20,111 

3,866 
34.4 

11,230 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Tabre 22-^Ctiaracteri8tiC8 of farm Operator households, by education of operator, 1988-ContEnued 

Education of operator 

Item 

Less 
than high 

school 

High 
school 

graduate 

At least 
some 

college 

College 
and 

beyond 
Atl 

households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0. $9.999 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25,000-$49,999 
$50.000 and more 

20,725 

10.7 
30.4 
34.5 
16.7 
7.8 

^8,704 

11.7 
14.7 
30.8 
29.6 
13.3 

45,730 

11.8 
10.9 
22.5 
31.7 
23.0 

49,^2 

12.6 
7.1 

19.9 
32.3 
28.2 

33,030 

11,6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 

Gini coefficient .68 .65 .72 ,72 .71 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

2,353 
12.1 

5.571 
42.7 

6,686 
26.8 

6,800 
18.4 

5,124 
100.0 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on total off-farm income only 
Based on total household Income 

82.6 
70.9 
36.5 
34.8 

75.4 
51.7 
33.7 
24.4 

77.6 
41,5 
27.4 
22.5 

78.4 
38.2 
23.8 
20.3 

78.2 
52.8 
31.8 
26.2 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

28,7 
18.0 

36,1, 
24,3 

33.6 
21.9 

31.0 
18.5 

32.9 
21.4 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business; 
Wages paid to operators, alifarfns (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

76 
.7 

11.590 

2^ 
1.7 

17,378 

570 
3.1 

18.566 

927 
3.7 

25,022 

383 
2,0 

19,227 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

237 
3.9 

6,135 

344 
6.9 

4,957 

442 
8.8 

5,055 

546 
9.7 

5,644 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

125 
11 

1,505 

147 
11 

1.//Ü 

146 
11 

1.747 

133 
11 

1,602 

139 
11 

1,672 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500-9^ hours 
1,000 -1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

21.9 
21.5 
26.4 
30.1 

Í7.5 
165 
26.8 
39.5 

16.8 
18.3 
24.3 
40.6 

20.5 
19.4 
24.6 
35.4 

18.9 
18.5 
25,9 
36.7 

Commodity specialty (Percent) : 
Cash grains 
Other ^rop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

13.9 
20.1 
54.7 
7.8 
3.5 

21.4 
16.2 
48.7 

9.9 
3.8 

23.6 
19.9 
43.4 

6.7 
6.3 

17.0 
25.0 
46,1 

5.2 
6.7 

19.3 
19.2 
48.8 

8.1 
4.6 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent) : 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

95.7 
3.5 

.8 

92.2 
6:2 
1.6 

89.7 
7.5 
2.8 

88.8 
7.1 
4.1 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent) : 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,0œ artd more 

211,792 

1.2 
15.4 
60.2 
14.8 
8.4 

261,961 

2.1 
14:0 
53;6 
19.1 
11,3 

303.028 

2.2 
12.7 
51.9 
18.5 
14.7 

426.109 

2.7 
10.1 
48.1 
18.0 
21.1 

279.953 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17.7 
12.6 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Ftatê of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

-.8 
-1.8 
46.8 

A 
-1.3 
42.9 

1.0 
-.8' 

39.8 

1.1 
-.4 

35.4 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 

88 



Table 22-Characteristic8 of farm operator households, by education of operator, 1988-Continued 

Education of operator 

Item 

Less 
than high 

school 

High 
school 

graduate 

At least 
some 

college 

College 
and 

beyond 
All 

households 

5.3 
14.8 
20.5 
59.4 

8.5 
23.6 
19.5 
48.4 

10.5 
21.3 
17.9 
50.3 

6.4 
20.4 
19.0 
54.3 

7.8 
20.4 
19.3 
52.5 

54.1 
7.2 
5.5 

33.2 

37.8 
10.7 
7.2 

44.3 

39.6 
17.6 
5.0 

37.7 

40.6 
21.1 
8.0 

30.3 

42.8 
12.7 
6.4 

38.1 

82.5 
15.1 
1.6 

.8 

68.9 
25.6 

4.0 
1.6 

67.0 
25.2 

5.2 
2.6 

66.9 
23.5 

6.1 
3.4 

71.8 
22.5 

3.9 
1.8 

15.6 38.3 26.7 19.4 100.0 

2,476 5,171 2.988 2,426 13,061 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 • $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 23-Characteri8tiC8 of farm operator householdSp by education of operator, 1989 

Edueatiöfi of operator 

Hem 

Last High At least College 
than High school some and All 

school graduate college beyond i t\#-%l9^rl~f\r IWiv 

445.761 679,484 335,665 254,431 1,715.341 
26.0 ^.6 19,6 14.8 100 

23.169 54,723 28,596 20,862 127,349 
480.532 754,880 379.030 287,801 1,9(^,243 

1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 
2.5 2.4 2.5 2.6 2.5 

97.4 96.0 95.8 95.7 96.3 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing Income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (PercenQ 
Farm Income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35-44 years 
45-54 years 
55-64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

49.6 

61 

50.4 

51 

50.3 

48 

47.5 

49 

49.8 

53 

4.6 
7.1 

15.1 
28.0 
45.3 

13.2 
19.7 
25.8 
22.5 
18.8 

14.9 
29.6 
24.1 
16.3 
15.1 

10,9 
28.4 
27.0 
20.1 
13.6 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

61.3 
38.7 

55.9 
44.1 

52.3 
47.7 

46.8 
53.2 

55.2 
44.8 

2.7 2.9 3.1 3.1 2.9 

10.8 
52.9 
16.9 
10.9 
8.5 

7.6 
40.8 
21.9 
16.5 
13.2 

8.7 
34.2 
18.1 

16.6 

9.9 
34.3 
16.4 
21.1 
18.2 

9.0 
41.7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

3,582 5,986 6,439 8,322 5,796 

56.8 
26.3 
9.4 
4.6 
2.9 

54.6 
21.3 
11.0 
8.3 
4.9 

62.3 
14.8 
9.0 
6.5 
7.5 

60.6 
17.5 
7.6 
5.8 
8.6 

57.6 
20.7 

9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

18,007 
88.7 

20,311 

24,083 
86.8 

27.739 

29.873 
87,3 

34,220 

41,516 
86.4 

48,046 

26.223 
87.3 

30,029 

2,444 
8.3 

29,432 

5,387 
14.1 

38,190 

7,854 
18.8 

41.7^ 

11,864 
20.2 

58.971 

6,066 
14.4 

42.096 

6,807 
38.0 

17,935 

13,442 
55.1 

24,379 

15,995 
^.2 

27,006 

21,4^3 
56.9 

37,675 

13,401 
51.7 

25,907 

3,732 
43.5 

8,570 

2,369 
45.9 

5,156 

2,836 
51.2 

5,540 

3.801 
53.7 

7,076 

3.027 
47.5 

6,373 

5.024 
51.6 

9,732 

2,885 
25.1 

11,473 

3.188 
25.6 

12,455 

4,430 
26.5 

16,745 

3,729 
32.3 

11,543 

Continued- S«e footnotes at and of table. 
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Table 23-Characteri8tlC8 of farm operator househoJds, by education of operator, 1989-Contlnued 

Education of operator 

Item 

Less 
than high 

school 

High 
school 

graduate 

At least 
some 

college 

College 
and 

beyond 
All 

households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household Income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

21.589 

10.0 
28.9 
35.7 
17.0 
8.5 

30,069 

12.1 
14.0 
29.6 
29.8 
14.5 

36,312 

13.2 
9.8 

25.0 
32.1 
19.9 

49,838 

13.7 
6.1 

17.6 
32.4 
30.2 

32,019 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

QinI coefficient .66 .66 .67 .69 .68 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

2,357 
15.5 

4,220 
42.3 

4,972 
24.6 

4.714 
17.7 

3.956 
100.0 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm Income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on ali off-farm Income only 
Based on total household income 

82.2 
73.8 
42.7 
35.9 

75.4 
51.8 
35.5 
25.6 

77.3 
47.4 
32.0 
23.7 

78.5 
41.6 
25.5 
19.3 

78.0 
55.2 
35.2 
27.0 

Dependence on farm Income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm Incpme exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

29.5 
19.5 

36.2 
24.2 

35.8 
22.(5 

32.8 
19.0 

33.9 
21.9 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

144 
.9 

16,668 

352 
2.2 

16,055 

656 
3.5 

18,762 

1,098 
6.0 

18,315 

468 
2.7 

17,554 

Households with members paid to worl« on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

179 
4.2 

4,231 

396 
7.4 

5,372 

472 
9.2 

5,155 

598 
11.1 

5,368 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

122 
11 

1,460 

145 
11 

1,742 

138 
11 

1,661 

130 
11 

1,563 

136 
11 

1,626 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1.000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

24.1 
19.5 
27.8 
28.6 

18.5 
17.9 
25.7 
37.8 

18.0 
20.5 
24.3 
37.2 

22.8 
20.0 
23.9 
33.3 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

15.7 
17.4 
49.9 

8.5 
8.4 

23.8 
15.4 
44.0 

9.6 
7.1 

24.2 
20.2 
40.8 

6.1 
8.7 

19.9 
24.0 
42.4 

3.9 
9.8 

21,2 
18.1 
44.7 
7.8 
8.2 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

94.2 
4.8 
1.0 

92.1 
6.1 
1.9 

91.1 
6.5 
2.4 

88.4 
8.1 
3.5 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

241,697 

1.7 
13.7 
56.9 
16.7 
11.0 

297.124 

1.9 
11.9 
50.8 
19.6 
15.7 

326,514 

2.3 
13.2 
50.7 
18.1 
15.6 

575,190 

2.4 
8.5 

45.5 
21.1 
22.4 

329.716 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

.3 
-.6 

46.4 

1.4 
.1 

46.8 

1.5 
-.1 

35.0 

1.4 
.3 

38.9 43.2 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 23-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator households, by education of operator, 1989-Contlnued 

Education of operator 

Item 

Less 
than high 

school 

High Atieast 
school some 

graduate coliege 

8.5 13.1 
19.5 20.1 
21.7 16.9 
50.2 49.9 

36.6 33.5 
11.9 23.6 
6.3 5.0 

45.2 37.9 

70.4 68.1 
23.9 24.4 

4.3 5.2 
1.4 2.3 

Coiiege 
and All 

beyond households 

7.9 8.7 
17.1 18.0 
19.6 19.5 
55.3 53.9 

36.9 40.4 
22.9 14.9 

6.9 6.0 
33.3 38.7 

69.6 73.2 
21.4 21.2 

5.0 3.8 
3.9 1.8 

Farm tenancy (Percent: 
Fuii tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Fuii ownership 

U.S. region (Percent : 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,^9 
$250,000 - $499,9^ 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

6.0 
14.4 
17.9 
61.7 

53.5 
8.3 
5.7 

32.6 

83.3 
14.5 

1.5 
.8 

15.3 

2,571 

39.3 

4.507 

23.1 

2,412 

22.3 

2,060 

100.0 

11,570 

^ Negative returns, close to zero. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Sun/ey, ail versions. 
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Table 24-Characterl8tlC8 offarm operator households, by education of operator, 1990 

Education of operator 

Item 

Less 
than high 

school 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator househoids (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
IHouseholds receiving farm income (Number) 
[Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share Income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm Income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9.999 
$10.000-$24,999 
$25.000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business Income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

See footnotes at end of table. 

418,727 
24.1 

20,884 
447,863 

1.1 
2.4 

97.6 

52.0 

60 

High 
school 

graduate 

At least 
some 

college 

703,200 
40.5 

53,050 
782,125 

1.1 
2.5 

96.4 

52.1 

51 

329,92¿ 
19.0 

28,121 
370,012 

1.1 
2.4 

95.5 

47.2 

47 

College 
and 

beyond 
All 

households 

286,170 
16.5 

28,327 
328,150 

1.2 
2.5 

94.9 

48.4 

50 

1J38,019 
100.0 

130.382 
1,928,151 

1.1 
2.5 

96.3 

50.2 

52 

5.9 
7.8 

15.4 
29.6 
41.3 

13.8 
19.2 
23.7 
24.6 
18.7 

16.8 
30.4 
22.8 
18.1 
12.0 

9.1 
32.2 
24.6 
18.1 
16.0 

11.7 
20.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22.4 

63.1 
36.9 

58.2 
41.8 

52.2 
47.8 

44.4 
55.6 

56.0 
44.0 

2.7 2.9 3.2 3.2 3.0 

9.8 
52.0 
17.5 
11.3 
9.4 

8.6 
40.4 
20.7 
16.4 
14.0 

8.7 
33.3 
18.4 
20.6 
19.0 

8.8 
33.5 
17.0 
23.8 
17.0 

8.9 
40.7 
18.9 
17.2 
14.4 

3,825 6,481 7,224 5,023 5,742 

54.2 
28.1 

9.7 
4.5 
3.5 

525 
21.8 
11.1 
8.6 
5.9 

59.4 
16.6 
8.0 
8.4 
7.6 

59.0 
18.6 
8.9 
5.9 
7.6 

55.3 
21.8 

9,8 
7.1 
5.9 

19,363 
90.8 

21,322 

26,719 
91.1 

29.334 

37,898 
93.2 

40,643 

64,348 
93.7 

68.652 

33,265 
91.9 

36,210 

2,691 
12.1 

22.242 

4,716 
15.1 

31.168 

8,629 
19.2 

44,875 

20,707 
23.8 

87,178 

7,604 
16.6 

45,813 

9,062 
42.6 

21,259 

15,591 
60.0 

25,999 

20,520 
68.5 

29,960 

29.074 
64.3 

45,185 

17,174 
58.1 

29,544 

2,193 
41.1 

5,331 

2.364 
48.4 

4,886 

4,177 
53.5 

7,811 

5,606 
58.6 

9,567 

3,201 
49.3 

6,494 

5,417 
52.2 

10,385 

4.048 
33.7 

12,024 

4.572 
31.0 

14,753 

8,960 
39.3 

22,771 

5,286 
38.5 

13,712 

Contmued- 
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Table 24^Characteri8tlc8 of farm operator households, by education of operator, 1990.-Contrnued 

Education of operator 

hern 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24.999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Qini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average doliars) 
Total payments (Percent 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent) 
Based on farm Income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crops 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$49,999 
$50,000 • $249,999 
$250,000-^99,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

than high 
school 

23,188 

8.1 
24.5 
35.3 
21.7 
10.5 

.60 

1,515 
11.6 

82.4 
66.3 
36.1 
30.3 

27.5 
19.5 

130 
.6 

21,081 

233 
4.8 

4,858 

126 
10.99 
1,507 

23.5 
18,2 
28.7 
29.7 

14.9 
20.1 
51.2 
8.6 
5.3 

94.7 
4.5 

.8 

243,894 

1.0 
16.0 
55.0 
17.5 
10.5 

-.2 
-1.3 
48.2 

High 
school 

graduate 

33,200 

9.1 
12.3 
26.6 
31.5 
18.6 

.58 

3,308 
42.6 

74.4 
49.4 
30.6 
21.1 

32.4 
23.3 

288 
1.9 

14,930 

325 
7,3 

4,465 

146 
11.00 
1,749 

18.0 
17.2 
26.0 
38,8 

21.6 
17.1 
45.4 

9.6 
6.1 

92.4 
5,8 
1,9 

299,573 

1.5 
13.0 
50.3 
19.8 
15.4 

1.0 
-.5 

46.0 

At least 
some 

college 

45.122 

8.7 
8.8 

24.8 
30.4 
27.3 

3,775 
^.8 

76.4 
40.3 
25.8 
18.4 

30.8 
22.0 

650 
3.7 

17,778 

388 
9.1 

4,270 

137 
11.14 
1,648 

19.3 
20.2 
24.6 
35.9 

21.3 
18.5 
44.9 
6.2 
9.1 

89.4 
8.1 
2.5 

357,540 

2.0 
12,8 
45.9 
21.7 
17.6 

1.4 
-.2 

37.1 

College 
and 

beyond 

69,371 

8,1 
6.4 

14.8 
30.7 
40.1 

.67 

4,362 
^.9 

79.3 
35,3 
18.9 
15.5 

24.7 
16.8 

1,019 
5,1 

19,933 

385 
10.5 

3,678 

124 
10.78 
1,484 

24.2 
18.8 
25.4 
31.6 

18.3 
27.7 
41.2 
4.4 
8.4 

87.7 
8.3 
4.0 

1.9 
8.7 

41.0 
23.2 
25.2 

1.4 
.1 

39.0 

Ail 
households 

39,007 

8.6 
13.6 
27.2 
28.8 
21.8 

.64 

3,138 
100.0 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

29.6 
21,1 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

324 
7.5 

4,301 

136 
10.99 
1,628 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

19.4 
19.8 
46.0 
8.0 
6.8 

91.6 
6.3 
2.1 

508,156        331,506 

1.5 
13.0 
49.1 
20.2 
16,2 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

See footnotes at end of table. 
Continued- 
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Table 24-Characterl8tlC8 of farm operator households, by education of operator, 1990-Continued 

Education of operator 

hem 

Farm tenancy (Percent : 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, leee than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
Weet 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent) 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

Less 
than high 

school 

6.0 
13.7 
20.5 
59.8 

50.6 
8.1 
6.8 

34,5 

82.4 
15.0 

1.8 
.8 

13.2 

2,442 

High At least College 
school some and Ali 

graduate college beyond households 

6.7 10.2 7.6 8.2 
20.3 21.4 16.6 18.3 
20.0 17.7 16.7 19.1 
51.0 50.7 59,1 54.4 

36.3 34.5 40.3 40.1 
11.5 22.4 19.0 14.0 
6.7 3.6 6.7 6.1 

45.5 39.5 34.0 39.8 

69.0 68.2 67.6 71.8 
24.8 23.8 23.0 22.0 

4.2 5.5 5.9 4.1 
2.0 2.5 3.5 2.0 

39.4 

4,976 

22.4 

2,568 

25.0 100.0 

2,392 12,378 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 25-CharacterÍ8tic8 of farm operator households, by major occupation of operator, 1988 

Major occupation of operator 

Item Farrriirig 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing Income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 y«ars 
55-64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000-$49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

See footnotes at end of table. 

983,761 
56.3 

93,445 
1,114,365 

1.1 
2.4 

95.2 

50.6 

55 

Other than 
farming 

765,084 
43.7 

38,116 
813,682 

1.1 
2.3 

97.5 

50.1 

50 

All 
households 

1,748,845 
100.0 

131,561 
1,928,047 

1.1 
2.4 

96.2 

50.0 

53 

11.8 
15.4 
17.2 
25.5 
30.1 

11.0 
23.8 
29.7 
21.2 
14.3 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

30.4 
39,4 
18.8 
11.3 

21.0 
39.2 
22.7 
17.2 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13.9 

2.8 3.1 2.9 

9.3 
45.6 
18.3 
14.3 
12.6 

6.2 
38.7 
21.1 
19.9 
14.1 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16,7 
13.3 

10,659 -4,104 4,201 

42.8 
23.5 
15.0 
10.3 
8.4 

74.1 
21.8 

2.9 
.7 
.5 

56.5 
22.7 

9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

16,797 
84.4 

19,900 

44,300 
95.0 

46,602 

28,829 
89.1 

32,368 

3,840 
11.5 

33,387 

15,735 
22.3 

70,683 

9,044 
16.2 

55,797 

5,415 
36.6 

14,801 

23,155 
70.1 

33,017 

13,176 
51.3 

25,705 

3,079 
51.5 

5,974 

2,316 
45.7 

5,063 

2,744 
49.0 

5,602 

4,466 
41.4 

10,783 

3,094 
25.4 

12,167 

3,866 
3.44 

11,230 

Continued- 
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Table 25-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator households, by major occupation of operator, 1988-Contlnued 

Major occupation of operator 

Item 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Gini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on total off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000 -1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Gash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

See footnotes at end of table. 

Farming 
Other than 
farming 

All 
households 

27,456 40,196 33,030 

16.0 
21.1 
27.2 
20.3 
15.4 

5.9 
11.8 
30.3 
35.5 
16.6 

11.6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 

.79 .59 .71 

8,358 
91.7 

967 
8.3 

5,124 
100.0 

64.9 
75.4 
47.2 
33.7 

95.3 
23.7 
12.0 
16.4 

78.2 
52.8 
31.8 
26.2 

51.5 
35.5 

9.1 
3.2 

32.9 
21.4 

639 
3.3 

19,540 

54 
.3 

16,465 

383 
2.0 

19,227 

570 
9.6 

5,912 

100 
3.3 

2.987 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

191 
12 

2,291 

73 
11 

877 

139 
11 

1,672 

7.0 
10.4 
23.0 
59.6 

34.3 
28.9 
29.6 
7.2 

18.9 
18.5 
25.9 
36.7 

23.9 
17.7 
41.5 
13.3 
3.7 

13.3 
21.2 
58.2 

1.4 
5.9 

19.3 
19.2 
48,8 

8.1 
4.6 

89.6 
7.5 
2.9 

95.4 
3.8 

.8 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

352.357 184.282 279,953 

2.2 
9.4 

47.7 
23.1 
17.5 

1.7 
18.8 
62.6 
10.7 

6.1 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17.7 
12.6 

1.6 
1 

54.1 

-2.4 
-3.7 
27.0 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

Continued- 
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Table 2&^CharaeteristlM of farm operator householda, by major occupation of operator, 1988-Continued 

Major occupation of operator 

Item Farming 
Other than 
farming 

All 
households 

9.5 
24.1 
23.0 
43.4 

5.6 
15.6 
14,6 
64.2 

7.8 
20.4 
19.3 
52.5 

35.9 
12.3 
5.9 

46.0 

51.7 
13.2 
7.1 

27.9 

42.8 
127 
6.4 

38.1 

53.6 
36.6 

6.7 
3.1 

95.1 
4.4 

.3 

.1 

71.8 
22.5 

3.9 
1.8 

91.4 8.6 100.0 

10,002 3,059 13.061 

Farm tenancy (Percent : 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent ^ned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
^0.000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

^ Negative returns, close to zero. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 



Table 26-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator houaeholda, by major occupation of operator, 1989 

Major occupation of operator 

Item Farming 
Otlier than 

farming 
All 

houeeholds 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
IHouseholds per farm (Number) 
IHouseholds per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent : 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45-54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average doliars) 
Farm income to household (Percent) : 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average doliars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

See footnotes at end of table. 

947,515 
55.2 

94,601 
1,090,790 

1.1 
2.5 

94.9 

767,827 
44.8 

32,748 
811,453 

1.1 
2.3 

97.9 

1,715,341 
100 

127,349 
1,902,243 

1.1 
2.5 

96.3 

49.3 51.2 49.8 

55 50 53 

11.3 
16.3 
18.1 
22.8 
31.6 

10.6 
23.9 
28.7 
21.8 
15.1 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

28.8 
40.1 
18.5 
12.6 

22.5 
39.0 
20.9 
17.6 

26.0 
39,6 
19.6 
14.8 

2.8 3.1 2.9 

10.0 
46.7 
17.8 
13.0 
12.5 

7.7 
35.5 
20.6 
21.6 
14.6 

9.0 
41.7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

13,662 -3,910 5,796 

42.7 
21.8 
15.1 
11.1 
9.3 

75.9 
19.4 
2.9 
1.0 

.7 

57.6 
20.7 

9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

15,961 
82.4 

19,381 

38,887 
93.5 

41.612 

26,223 
87.3 

30,029 

2,402 
11.3 

21,399 

10,587 
18.3 

57,779 

6,066 
14.4 

42,096 

5,822 
37.4 

15,553 

22,753 
69.4 

32.802 

13,401 
61.7 

25.907 

3,534 
52.1 

6,788 

2,402 
41.9 

5,735 

3,027 
47.5 

6,373 

4,203 
38.9 

10,795 

3,145 
24.1 

13,033 

3,729 
32.3 

11,543 

Continued" 
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Table 26-Characterl8tic8 of farm operator households, by major occupation of operator, 1989-Continued 

Major occupation of operator 

Item Farming 
Other than 
farming 

All 
households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Qini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operatore paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent) : 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1.000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash gratJis 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 ■ $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

29,^3 

16.5 
17 J 
27.8 
21.6 
16.3 

.79 

6,473 
90.4 

64.2 
77.4 
50.2 
32.6 

53.0 
36.5 

803 
4.2 

19.013 

629 
10.5 

5,959 

189 
11 

2,264 

8.7 
10.1 
24.0 
57.2 

26.9 
16.4 
37.7 
12.9 
6.0 

89.2 
7.7 
3.1 

402,730 

2.0 
7.2 

43.9 
24.5 
22.5 

2.4 
1.1 

56.0 

34.977 

6.4 
13.6 
29.4 
34.3 
16.3 

.54 

850 
9.6 

95.1 
27.7 
16.6 
20.0 

10.2 
3.8 

55 
.7 

7,360 

84 
3.7 

2,285 

70 
11 

839 

35.1 
30.3 
27.9 
6.7 

14.2 
20.2 
53.3 

1.5 
10.8 

95.2 
4.2 

.7 

239.617 

2.1 
18.3 
61,0 
11,8 
6.9 

-1.4 
■2.4 
27.5 

32,019 

12,0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

.68 

3,956 
100.0 

78.0 
55.2 
35.2 
27.0 

33.9 
21.9 

468 
2.7 

17,554 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

136 
11 

1,626 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 
7.8 
8.2 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

329,716 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

1.2 
1 

43.2 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 26-Characterl8tiC8 of farm operator houaeholde, by major occupation of operator, 1989-Continued 

Item 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

Negative returns, close to zero. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 

Major occupation of operator 

Farming 
Other than 
farming 

All 
households 

10.4 
22.1 
24.3 
43.2 

33.5 
13.9 
5.6 

47.0 

54.7 
35.5 
6.7 
3.2 

91.6 

8,452 

6.5 8.7 
12.9 18.0 
13.6 19.5 
67.0 53.9 

48.9 40.4 
16.0 14.9 
6.5 6.0 

28.5 38.7 

96.0 73.2 
3.6 21.2 

.3 3.8 

.2 1.8 

8.4 100.0 

3,118 11,570 
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Table 27- -Characteristics of farm operator houaeholdSi by major occupirtion of operator, 1990 

item 

Major OGCupatiorr of operator 

Other than 
Farming                  farming 

All 
households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farme sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing Income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 • 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent) : 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,^9 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

972,919 765,101 1,738,019 
56.0 44.0 100.0 

^,872 36,510 130,382 
1.111,657 816,494 1,928,151 

1.1 1.1 1.1 
2.5 2.4 2.5 

95.3 97.5 96.3 

51.0 

54 

48.3 

50 

50.2 

52 

12.3 
17.7 
18.5 
23.0 
^.6 

11.1 
24.5 
25.7 
24.1 
14.6 

11.7 
20.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22A 

27.2 
42.1 
17.7 
13.0 

20.2 
38.4 
20.6 
20.8 

24.1 
40,5 
19.0 
16.5 

2.9 3.1 3.0 

9.6 
44,0 
17.9 
15.9 
12.6 

8.0 
36.4 
20.1 
18.9 
16.5 

8.9 
40.7 
18.9 
17.2 
14.4 

13,098 -3,612 5,742 

40.8 
^.5 
15.1 
11.5 
10.0 

73.7 
20.9 
32 
1.5 
.7 

55.3 
21.8 

9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

S).526 
86.0 

23,880 

49,463 
99.4 

49,770 

33,265 
91.9 

36,210 

3,464 
12.3 

28,190 

12,867 
22.1 

58,287 

7,604 
16.6 

45,813 

8,453 
44.0 

19,201 

28.264 
76.1 

37,156 

17,174 
58.1 

29,544 

3,053 
50.5 

6,041 

3,389 
47.7 

7,105 

3,201 
49.3 

6,494 

5,556 
42.5 

13,069 

4,943 
33.5 

14,750 

5,286 
38.5 

13,712 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 27-CharacterÍ8tlc8 of farm operator houaeholds, by major occupation of operator, 1990-Continued 

Major occupation of operator 

Item Farming 
Other than 
farming 

All 
householde 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household Income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

QIni coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with Income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm Income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on alt off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm Income »(Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to worl< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crops 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent) : 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent) : 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

33,624 45.851 39,007 

13.4 
16.8 
26.4 
23.6 
19.8 

2.5 
9.5 

28.2 
35.4 
24.4 

8.6 
13.6 
27.2 
28.8 
21.8 

.74 .53 .64 

4,998 
89.2 

773 
10.8 

3,136 
100.0 

64.2 
71.9 
45.7 
29.7 

94.5 
20.9 
7.9 

12.0 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

49.6 
36.2 

4.3 
1.8 

29.6 
21.1 

755 
4.1 

18,549 

36 
.4 

8,704 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

519 
9.7 

5,345 

77 
4.8 

1,607 

324 
7.5 

4,301 

187 
11 

2,245 

70 
10 

844 

136 
11 

1,628 

7.8 
10.9 
24.5 
56.8 

36.9 
27.6 
28.5 
7.0 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

23.2 
18.2 
40.0 
13.0 
5.6 

14.5 
21.9 
53.6 
1.6 
8.4 

19.4 
19.8 
46.0 
8.0 
6.8 

89.6 
7.5 
2.9 

94.1 
4.8 
1.1 

91.6 
6.3 
2.1 

13,970 226.644 331,506 

1.2 
8.7 

42.8 
24.9 
22.5 

2.0 
18.4 
57.1 
14.2 
8.3 

1.5 
13.0 
49.1 
20.2 
16.2 

1.9 
.5 

56.1 

-1.2 
-2.5 
27.8 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 27-Characteri8tlC8 of farm operator households, by major occupation of operator, 1990--Contlnuecl 

Major occupation of operator 

Item 
Other than All 

Farming farming households 

10.2 5.5 8.2 
22.8 12.7 18.3 
23.4 13.7 19.1 
43.6 68.1 54.4 

34.6 46.9 40.1 
12.6 15.8 14.0 

6.1 6.1 6.1 
46.6 31.2 39.8 

53.7 94,9 71.8 
35.7 4.6 22.0 

7.1 .4 4.1 
3.5 .1 2.0 

88.3 11.7 100.0 

8.918 3,460 12,378 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value ^f production (Percent) 

Sample size 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Sun/ey, all versions. 

104 



Table 28-Characteri8tlC8 offarm operator households, by total household Income, 1988 

Total househotd income 

Item 
$0- $10,000- $25,000- $50,000 All 

Negative $9,999 $24.999 $49.999 and more households 

202,703 297,270 499,232 471,551 278,090 1,748,845 
11.6 17.0 28.5 27.0 15.9 100.0 

17,441 14,647 32.266 .   37,260 29.947 131,561 
227,273 317,758 539,141 519,715 324,160 1,928,047 

1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.1 
2.4 2.4 2.2 2.3 2.5 2.4 

95.7 97.4 96.9 96.1 94.3 96.2 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent) : 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25.000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm Income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollar^) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

52.0 

51 

48.5 

58 

51.9 

54 

50.5 

50 

47.0 

51 

50.0 

53 

14.1 
20.0 
20.9 
25.9 
19.1 

9.6 
13.0 
13.9 
22.7 
40.8 

11.6 
17.3 
18.0 
24.8 
28.4 

12.2 
22.9 
29.6 
21.2 
14.0 

10.1 
21.6 
29.9 
25.0 
13.4 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

24.3 
39.8 
20.9 
15.0 

47.0 
34.0 
13.2 
5.8 

31.8 
42.4 
16.2 
9.7 

16.3 
43.0 
24.1 
16.6 

12.8 
32.9 
29.8 
24.5 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13.9 

77.9 
22.1 

69.7 
30.3 

53.5 
46.5 

42.4 
57.6 

54.5 
45.5 

56.3 
43.7 

2.9 2.6 2.9 3.1 3.2 2.9 

12.0 
40.0 
19.1 
13.5 
15.4 

14.6 
49.2 
15.7 
10.1 
10.4 

7.6 
45.5 
19.8 
16.1 
10.9 

4.1 
39.2 
21.0 
21.1 
14.6 

4.6 
37.9 
20.8 
19.9 
16.8 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16.7 
13.3 

30,121 -2.439 775 4,773 41,495 4,201 

100.0 
na 
na 
na 
na 

60.4 
39.6 

na 
na 
na 

53.3 
30.4 
16.3 

na 
na 

50.9 
20.3 
13.9 
15.0 

na 

36.2 
11.4 
8.0 

13.3 
31.1 

56.5 
22.7 
9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

6.357 
61.8 

10,288 

7,872 
84.9 

9.275 

16.370 
94.9 

17,241 

30,483 
95.6 

31,888 

87.172 
91.8 

94.952 

28,829 
89.1 

32,368 

1,227 
9.9 

12,412 

565 
7.4 

7,683 

1,992 
15.2 

13.110 

4.036 
16.0 

25,167 

44,955 
32.4 

138,735 

9,044 
16.2 

55,797 

2,567 
26.3 

9.757 

3,128 
31.7 

9,858 

8,692 
53.5 

16,245 

21,054 
69.8 

30.171 

26,340 
54.9 

48.000 

13,176 
51.3 

25,705 

1,286 
36.6 

3.508 

700 
33.8 

2,074 

1,413 
48.5 

2.913 

2,428 
57.9 

4,190 

8,916 
59.9 

14,897 

2.744 
49.0 

5,602 

1,278 
20.9 

6,117 

3,479 
52.3 

6,659 

4,273 
41.8 

10,227 

2,965 
26.3 

11,270 

6,960 
25.8 

27,013 

3,866 
34.4 

11,230 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 28-CharacterÍstic8 of farm operator households, by total household income, 1988-Contlnued 

Total household incorne 

Item Negative 
$0- 

$9.999 
$10,000-        $25,000-     $50,000 All 
$24,999 $49,999    and more   households 

QinI coefficient 

Direct government pe^ments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with Income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm Income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on total off-farm income onJy 
Based on total household Income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, ail farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to worl< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) ; 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 • 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprJetorshlp 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49.999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assete 
Rate of return on equity 
in favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent : 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

na 

9,294 
21.0 

99.6 
65.7 
75.4 
99.7 

100.0 
0 

707 
3.9 

18,327 

530 
8.6 

6,158 

190 
11 

2,284 

8.5 
9.6 

21.6 
60.3 

24.7 
16.1 
42.3 
10.4 
6.5 

89.2 
7.5 
3.3 

3.9 
10.8 
47.3 
20.0 
18.1 

-6.2 
-11.0 
11.5 

27.2 
21.9 
41.0 

.30 

2,530 
8.4 

97.8 
85.3 
57.5 
77.6 

22.7 
22.7 

98 
1.0 

10,091 

112 
4.2 

2,660 

130 
11 

1,558 

22.5 
18.0 
27.4 
32.1 

16.0 
18.2 
55.8 
6.9 
3.1 

95.2 
3.9 
1.0 

.15 

2,734 
15.2 

82.1 
53.1 
21.4 

5.0 

18.7 
18.7 

71 
.5 

13,639 

167 
5.3 

3,152 

126 
11 

1,516 

21.3 
21.3 
25.8 
31.6 

15.4 
18.7 
53.9 

7.6 
4.3 

96.4 
3.6 

.9 

.11 

4,478 
23.6 

70.4 
28.6 
14.9 

0 

21.7 
21.7 

181 
1.3 

13,936 

242 
6.9 

3,524 

128 
11 

1,533 

19.6 
21.5 
28.4 
30.5 

21.0 
18.7 
47.7 

7.8 
4.8 

91.9 
6.6 
1.6 

1.7 
21.0 
59.0 
12.9 
5.4 

-3.7 
-5.6 
39.9 

9.5 
14.1 
16.5 
59.9 

1.8 
15.6 
62.4 
14.0 
6.2 

-1.7 
-3.2 
46.1 

7.5 
19.3 
18.6 
54.6 

1.8 
13.1 
55.9 
18.9 
10.3 

.7 
-.8 

44,6 

7.1 
21.0 
18.8 
53.2 

.45 

10,247 
31.8 

47.7 
34.3 
19.8 

0 

39.6 
39.6 

1,355 
5.5 

24.429 

1,073 
11.3 

9,461 

155 
11 

1.863 

17.3 
15.2 
23.3 
44.2 

227 
24.2 
38.9 

8.9 
5.3 

85.4 
9.8 
4.7 

363,455 166,851       199,142        241,485      550,291 

1.4 
4.5 

36.6 
25.8 
31.6 

6.7 
6.3 

56.4 

6.1 
23.0 
22.8 
48.1 

.71 

5,124 
100.0 

78.2 
52.8 
31.6 
26.2 

^.9 
21.4 

383 
2.0 

19,227 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

139 
11 

1,672 

18.9 
18.5 
25.9 
36.7 

19.3 
19.2 
48.8 

8.1 
4.6 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

279,953 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17.7 
12.6 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

7.8 
20.4 
19.3 
52.5 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 28-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator households, by total household Income, 1988-Continued 

Total household income 

Item Negative 
$0- 

$9,999 
$10,000- 
$24,999 

$25,000- 
$49,999 

$50,000 
and more 

All 
houeehol 

35.0 
14.1 
8.0 

42.9 

50.8 
10.2 
5.6 

33.3 

45.3 
9.9 
6.2 

38.6 

41.8 
12.8 
5.9 

39.5 

37.3 
18.9 
7.5 

36.3 

42.8 
12.7 
6.4 

38.1 

55.9 
34.9 

5.7 
3.6 

86.7 
11.7 

1.2 
.4 

81.5 
16.7 
1.3 

.4 

72.5 
23.7 
2.9 

.8 

48.7 
33,2 
11.8 
6.3 

71.8 
22.5 

3.9 
1.8 

17.0 6.9 14.8 ^.0 41.4 100.0 

2,167 1.574 2,705 3,133 3,482 13,061 

U.S. region (Percent : 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

na = Not applicable. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 29-Characteri8tlc8 of farm operator households, by total household Income, 1989 

TotaT household income 

item 
$0-        $10,000-        $25,000-     $50,000 Aii 

Negative       $9,999      $24,999 $49,^9    and more   households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
IHouseholds receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm Income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55-64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent); 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25.000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

2(^,822 
12.0 

14,386 
229,169 

1.1 
2.6 

96.5 

49,2 

S2 

272,164 
15.9 

15.2(fö 
293,134 

1.1 
2.4 

97.1 

47.7 

59 

489,042 
28.6 

27,187 
528,637 

1.1 
2.5 

97.3 

52.2 

54 

468,433 
27.3 

37,516 
519,816 

1.1 
2.4 

95.9 

48.9 

50 

279,880 
16.3 

33,054 
331,486 

1.2 
2.6 

94.1 

49.9 

51 

1,715,341 
100 

127,349 
1,902,243 

1.1 
2.5 

96.3 

49.8 

53 

See footnotes at end of table. 

13.7 
16.8 
21.4 
24.2 
21.9 

8.0 
13.0 
12.7 
21.1 
45.2 

12.2 
16.2 
20.8 
22.7 
28.1 

12.0 
25.8 
26.0 
20.9 
15.3 

7.8 
22.5 
32.0 
24.1 
13.6 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

21.6 
39.8 
21.6 
17.0 

47.3 
35.0 
12.1 
5.7 

32.5 
41.2 
17.1 
9.2 

16.2 
43.3 
23.0 
17.6 

13.5 
35.1 
23.9 
27.4 

26.0 
39.6 
19.6 
14.8 

76.0 
24.0 

61.8 
38.2 

53.9 
46.1 

43.7 
56.3 

55.3 
44.7 

55.2 
44.8 

2.9 2.5 2.9 3.1 3.2 2.9 

11.7 
41.0 
20.6 
14.1 
12.6 

18.3 
45.0 
17.3 
10.3 
9.1 

9.5 
44.7 
19.5 
14.0 
12.4 

4.7 
37.9 
19.7 
20.5 
17.1 

4.2 
40.1 
17.6 
24.4 
13.7 

9.0 
41.7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

■27,631 -2,264 628 4,792 48,928 5,796 

100.0 
na 

62.6 
37.4 

55.1 
28.1 

51.3 
18.5 

36.2 
10.7 

57.6 
20.7 

na na 16.8 14.1 6.3 97 
na na na 16.1 13.5 6.6 
na na na na 33.2 5.4 

5,564 
53.9 

10.327 

7,684 
84.3 

9,137 

16,835 
93.6 

17,992 

30,728 
95.0 

32,331 

68,309 
91.1 

74,983 

26,223 
87.3 

30.029 

1,137 
8.7 

13,227 

600 
7.7 

7.986 

1,556 
13.0 

11,993 

3,191 
15.1 

21,199 

27,699 
26.6 

104,280 

6,066 
14.4 

42,096 

2,321 
25.3 

9,177 

3,100 
33.8 

9.171 

9,408 
54.4 

17,301 

21,194 
68.5 

30,956 

25,498 
55.9 

45,574 

13,401 
51.7 

25.907 

1,033 
2B.2 

3,663 

791 
31,3 

2.531 

1,711 
47.9 

3,571 

2,873 
56.2 

5,109 

9,224 
62.1 

14,847 

3.027 
47.5 

6,373 

1,073 
17.1 

6,286 

3,193 
48.6 

6,567 

4.159 
39.3 

10,589 

3,470 
25.7 

13,508 

5,887 
26.6 

22,172 

3.729 
32.3 

11,543 

Continued- 
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Table 29-Characterl8tic8 of farm operator housebolds, by total household income, 1989-Contlnued 

Total household i income 

Item Negative 
$0- 

$9,999 
$10,000- 
$24.999 

$25,000- 
$49,999 

$50,000 
and more 

All 
households 

Gini coefficient na .30 .14 .11 .40 .68 

Direct government payments (Average doiiars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

5,297 
16.1 

1,886 
7.6 

2,385 
17.2 

3.259 
22.5 

8,876 
36.7 

3.956 
100.0 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total household Income 

100.0 
89.8 
79.9 

100.0 

98.9 
86.6 
66.7 
81.0 

82.9 
53.7 
23.6 

7.4 

70.1 
33.0 
16.5 

0 

46.3 
38.8 
23.4 

0 

78.0 
55.2 
35.2 
27.0 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

100.0 
0 

21.8 
21.8 

18.8 
18.8 

22.9 
22.9 

41.8 
41.8 

33.9 
21.9 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

833 
5.9 

14,103 

127 
1.1 

11,542 

128 
1.0 

12,787 

241 
1.9 

12,621 

1,503 
6.0 

25,205 

468 
2.7 

17.554 

Households with members paid to wofk on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

423 
7.5 

5.681 

107 
3.4 

3.122 

170 
5.4 

3,132 

285 
8.7 

3,265 

1,168 
12.9 

9,080 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

184 
11 

2,204 

121 
11 

1,452 

123 
11 

1,470 

127 
11 

1,528 

151 
11 

1,806 

136 
11 

1,626 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

12.4 
11.4 
20.4 
55.7 

25.5 
17.3 
29.1 
28.1 

24.2 
20.2 
26.2 
29.4 

19.6 
22.9 
28.4 
29.1 

16.7 
18.5 
21.0 
43.8 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

27.2 
16.0 
39.5 

7.2 
10.1 

17.0 
19.8 
49.9 

6.9 
6.5 

19.1 
15.5 
50.1 

7.6 
7.7 

21.0 
16.9 
45.1 

8.7 
8.3 

25.0 
24.8 
33.3 
8.0 
8.9 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 
7.8 
8.2 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

69.5 
6.9 
3.6 

94.9 
4.0 
1.0 

94.3 
4.6 
1.1 

91.8 
6.8 
1.4 

86.7 
9.1 
4.2 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49.999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

471.455 

4.0 
7.6 

44.9 
20.8 
22.7 

188.896 

1.7 
20.3 
56.0 
15.0 
7.0 

210,337 

2.4 
15.1 
57.3 
16.8 
8.4 

281,708 

1.1 
11.2 
53.6 
20.0 
14.1 

651,367 

1.7 
4.0 

38.7 
22.5 
33.2 

329,716 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

-4.7 
-7.5 
11.6 

-2.4 
-4.0 

42.3 

-1.1 
-2.5 
46.4 

1.2 
1 

46.5 

6.8 
6.4 

56.3 

1.2 
1 

43.2 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant. 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

9.5 
26.6 
23.5 
40.5 

8.3 
14.0 
14.0 
63.7 

9.0 
15.3 
18.0 
57.7 

8.1 
17.0 
20.2 
54.7 

8.7 
21.7 
23.4 
46.2 

8.7 
18.0 
19.5 
53.9 

O^A  «^yN4nyN*A»   t%*   AnA   /\f toKlA Continued- 
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Table 29-Characterl8tlcs of farm operator households, by total household Income, 1989-.Contlnued 

Total household Income 

Item Negative 
$0- 

$9,999 
$10,000- 
$24,999 

$25,000-     $50,000 All 
$^.999    and more   households 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

na = Not applicable. 
Negative returns, close to zero. 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 

66.0 
25.4 

5.8 
2.8 

85.9 
13.0 

.9 

.3 

82.5 
15.9 

1.3 
.3 

73.8 
22.9 

2.7 
.5 

48.8 
32.2 
11.6 
7.4 

73.2 
21.2 
3.8 
1.8 

15.6 6.9 15.1 20.0 42.4 100.0 

1,729 1,484 2,585 2,834 2,938 11,570 
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Table 30-CharacteristiC8 of farm operator households, by total household Income, 1990 

Total household income 

Item 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm Income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10.000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For alt households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

$0- $10,000- $25,000- $50,000 All 
Negative $9,999 $24,999 $49,999 and more households 

149,644 236,097 472,691 500.216 379,371 1.738,019 
6.6 13.6 27.2 28.8 21.8 100.0 

10,590 12,417 28.625 37,185 41.564 130,382 
163,507 252,939 513,754 554,691 443,259 1,928,151 

1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.1 
2.3 2.4 2.4 2.5 2.5 2.5 

97.0 97.3 97.1 96.2 94.4 96.3 

57.5 

50 

49.4 

59 

52.0 

54 

48.7 

50 

48.7 

50 

50.2 

52 

See footnotes at end of table. 

19.9 
20.4 
18.6 
22.3 
18.9 

7.9 
13.5 
15.0 
22.3 
41.4 

12.5 
18.0 
16.0 
25.5 
28.0 

12.5 
24.1 
24.2 
23.3 
15.9 

8.9 
24.2 
30.8 
22.5 
13.7 

11.7 
20.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22.4 

22.7 
42.7 
19.2 
15.4 

43.4 
36.5 
12.3 
7.7 

31.2 
42.5 
17.3 
9.0 

18.1 
44.3 
20.1 
17.5 

11.6 
34.4 
23.7 
30.2 

24.1 
40.5 
19.0 
16.5 

87.1 
12.9 

69.3 
30.7 

54.4 
45.6 

45.8 
54.2 

50.8 
49.2 

56.0 
44.0 

3.0 2.5 2.8 3.2 3.1 3.0 

11.1 
36.3 
19.9 
15.6 
17.1 

20.6 
43.7 
16.5 
11.8 
7.4 

8.7 
46.3 
18.5 
13.2 
13.3 

6.0 
36.9 
19.6 
20.2 
17.3 

4.9 
38.6 
19.3 
22.2 
15.1 

8.9 
40.7 
18.9 
17.2 
14.4 

35,196 -2,822 -149 5.203 35,272 5,742 

100.0 
na 
na 
na 
na 

64.0 
36.0 

na 
na 
na 

57.0 
27.6 
15.4 

na 
na 

47.8 
23.1 
13.8 
15.2 

na 

40.1 
12.7 
7.7 

12.4 
27.1 

55.3 
21.8 

9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

9,213 
70.8 

13.017 

8,301 
89.0 

9,324 

17,663 
94.4 

18.713 

30,700 
95.6 

32,104 

81,108 
93.8 

86,429 

33,265 
91.9 

36,210 

1,629 
12.8 

12.754 

565 
8.3 

6,825 

1,507 
11.0 

13,646 

3,131 
15.4 

20,265 

27,835 
31.7 

87,769 

7,604 
16.6 

45,813 

4,185 
38.7 

10.808 

3,412 
36.5 

9,357 

9,743 
56.7 

17,174 

20,965 
70.3 

29,807 

35,121 
64.9 

54,109 

17,174 
58.1 

29,544 

1,363 
33.2 

4,105 

823 
35.0 

2,352 

1,518 
45.3 

3,347 

2,528 
53.2 

4,750 

8,391 
64.3 

13,059 

3,201 
49.3 

6,494 

2,036 
26.9 

7,569 

3,500 
52.5 

6,663 

4,895 
44.0 

11,128 

4,077 
30.7 

13,282 

9,761 
38.0 

25,670 

5,286 
38.5 

13,712 
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Table 30-Characterlstlcs of farm operator households, by total household Income, 1990-Contlnued 

Total household Income 

Item 

GinI coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with income Iwlow poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on ail off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, ail farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worl<ed on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worlted on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crops 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestoci( 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 • $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

$0- $10,000- $25,000-      $50,000 All 
Negative        $9,999       $24,999 $49,999    and more   households 

na 

5,389 
14.8 

100.0 
81.1 
70.0 

100.0 

100.0 
0 

778 
6.0 

13,047 

386 
8.7 

4,436 

199 
11 

2.382 

6.3 
8.0 

24.7 
61.1 

22.9 
ia2 
39.2 
10.7 
9.0 

90.5 
6.2 
3.3 

3.3 
9.6 

43.7 
21.0 
22.3 

-5.7 
-9.8 
11.5 

12.4 
30.2 
21.1 
36.2 

.30 

1,566 
6.8 

99.1 
85.2 
62.9 
83.1 

20.9 
20.9 

142 
1.7 

8,407 

62 
3.7 

1,665 

126 
11 

1,515 

20.5 
20.9 
27.4 
31.2 

16.3 
19.4 
51.2 
5.8 
7.3 

93.4 
6.4^ 

.14 

1,691 
14.7 

85.7 
54.9 
22.5 

7.2 

17.3 
17.3 

98 
.9 

11,506 

106 
5.6 

1,912 

125 
11 

1.504 

23.4 
19.2 
26.9 
30.4 

16.7 
18,3 
49.5 
8.6 
6.8 

94.4 
4.2 
1.4 

.11 

2,446 
22.4 

71.3 
32.3 
15.8 

0 

21.8 
21.8 

187 
1.5 

12,505 

292 
8.3 

3,532 

126 
11 

1,509 

21.5 
20.2 
29.2 
29.2 

20.1 
19.5 
47.0 

7.3 
6.0 

93.1 
5.7 
1.2 

.40 

5.944 
41.3 

53.4 
30.5 
17.6 

0 

33.1 
33.1 

1,247 
4.9 

25,702 

778 
11.0 

7,087 

143 
11 

1,712 

21.6 
16.9 
21.6 
39.9 

22.2 
23.0 
39.7 
8.2 
6.9 

85.3 
10.2 
4.5 

1.3 
18.7 
56.3 
17.1 
6.7 

-3.3 
-5.0 
38.8 

6.7 
12.3 
17.7 
63.2 

1.6 
18.1 
53.1 
18.3 
8.8 

-1.8 
-3.4 

42.8 

8.4 
16,4 
16.2 
59.0 

1.3 
12.4 
52.9 
21.1 
12.4 

.8 
-.6 

49.0 

7.5 
17.4 
20.6 
54.6 

1.3 
5.1 

36.6 
22.9 
34.2 

5,3 
4.6 

53.4 

8.0 
21.0 
20.8 
50.1 

.64 

3,138 
100.0 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

29.6 
21.1 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

324 
7.5 

4,301 

136 
11 

1,628 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

19,4 
19.8 
46.0 
8.0 
6.8 

91.6 
6.3 
2.1 

447.812 200,428       208.244 267,290       605,461       331,506 

1.5 
13,0 
49.1 
20.2 
16.2 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

8.2 
18.3 
19.1 
54,4 

See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 30-CharacterÍ8tiC8 of farm operator households, by total household Income, 1990--Contlnued 

Total household income 

ttem 
$0- $10.000- $25,000- $50,000 All 

Negative $9,999 $24.999 $49,999 and more households 

32.2 42.7 45.4 39.0 36.3 40.1 
15.9 9.3 12.9 12.8 19.2 14.0 
6.8 8.0 5.2 5.8 6.2 6,1 

45.2 39.9 36.5 42.4 38.3 39.8 

53.3 87:6 82.7 72.7 54.8 71.8 
36.6 10.5 15.8 24.0 28.3 22.0 
6.3 1.3 1.2 2.7 10.7 4.1 
3.8 .6 .3 .6 6.2 2.0 

14.5 4.9 11.5 19.7 49.5 100.0 

1,436 1,353 2.690 3,241 3.658 12,378 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250.000 - $499.999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

na = Not applicable. 
^ Categories are combined with adjacent categories due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, ail versions. 
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Table 31-CharactdrMlcs of farm operator houaeholda, by farm Income of houaehold, 19M 

Farm income of the household 

Item Negative 
$0- 

$9,d99 
$10.CX)0- 
$24,999 

$25,000- 
$49,999 

$50,000 All 
and more   households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Numbe^ 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent 
Farm Income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age {Percent) : 

Younger than 35 years 
35.44 years 
45 • 54 years 
55-64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent : 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

986,101 
56.5 

50,076 
1,054,403 

1.1 
2.3 

97.6 

53.3 

397,526 
22.7 

33,667 
440,697 

1.1 
2.3 

95.6 

47.7 

56 

169,240 
9.7 

19,778 
196,005 

1.2 
2.4 

94.1 

49.7 

52 

107,484 
6.1 

16,056 
130,880 

1.2 
2.5 

92.2 

48.1 

50 

86,493 
4.9 

11,984 
106,062 

1.2 
2.6 

92.5 

46.3 

50 

1,748,845 
100.0 

131,561 
1,928,047 

1.1 
2.4 

96.2 

50.0 

53 

See footnotes at end of table. 

10.7 
20.4 
24.0 
22.9 

11.3 
15.1 
18.3 
23.2 
32.1 

13.0 
17.6 
24.0 
24.4 
21.0 

15.1 
21.3 
22.9 
28.8 
12.0 

13.7 
23.1 
24.9 
25.2 
13.1 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

25.7 
38.2 
^.8 
15.3 

33.9 
38.0 
18.3 
9.8 

22.0 
46.1 
20.6 
11.4 

19.7 
43.1 
22.1 
15.2 

14.3 
40.0 
26.3 
19.4 

26.3 
39.3 
«).5 
13.9 

42.6 
57.4 

58.1 
41.9 

87.0 
13.0 

94.7 
5.3 

95.6 
4.4 

56.3 
43.7 

2.9 2.7 3.0 3.2 3.3 2.9 

7.4 
42.1 
21.0 
16.5 
12.9 

10.6 
47.2 
17.0 
14.8 
10.3 

7.9 
42.6 
16.6 
18.3 
14.7 

5.1 
35.6 
21.0 
19.4 
18.9 

4.7 
35.0 
17.7 
21.7 
21.0 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16,7 
13.3 

35,863 
92.2 

38,914 

20,819 
88.7 

23,474 

17,195 
85.1 

20,207 

15,364 
80.7 

19,044 

24,778 
73.7 

33,641 

28,829 
89.1 

32,368 

11,682 
18.4 

63,628 

5,375 
13.2 

40,839 

3.941 
13.5 

29,115 

4.745 
13.1 

36,338 

11,089 
14,8 

75,096 

9.044 
16.2 

55,797 

17,177 
67.9 

29,680 

9,698 
46.9 

20,678 

6,869 
42.0 

16.358 

5,684 
38.3 

14,856 

5,Cm 
30.0 

16,991 

13,176 
51.3 

25,705 

2,642 
47.3 

5,581 

1,868 
45.0 

4,149 

3,223 
58.2 

5,539 

3,207 
59.2 

5,418 

6,418 
55.1 

11,641 

2,744 
49.0 

5,602 

4,361 
35.7 

12,213 

3,878 
40.1 

9,674 

3,163 
29.5 

10,731 

1,728 
21.7 

7,956 

2.177 
19.1 

11,372 

3,866 
34.4 

11,230 

24,318 24,267 33,909 50,866 148,943 33,030 

20.4 
18.2 
26.9 
24.3 
10,2 

0 
29.6 
38.2 
24.0 
8.0 

0 
0 

48.1 
38.6 
13.2 

0 
0 
0 

65.7 
34.3 

0 
0 
0 
0 

100.0 

11.6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 
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Table 31-Characteristics of farm operator households, by farm Income of household, 1988-Contlnued 

Farm income of the household 

Item 
$0-        $10,000-        $25,000-     $50,000 AH 

Negative       $9,999      $24,999 $49,999    and more   households 

Glni coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

i-louseholds with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on total off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, ail farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worl<ed on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worl<ed on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000 -1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestocl( 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent) : 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50.000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

na 

2.934 
32.4 

99.8 
42.4 
22.6 
36.2 

20.4 
0 

168 
1.0 

16.386 

175 
4.4 

4,003 

117 
11 

1,403 

21.8 
22.5 
29.2 
26.5 

15.4 
19.1 
55.9 
3.5 
6.1 

94.7 
4.0 
1.4 

1.8 
15.8 
58.4 
14.7 
9.3 

-4.6 
-7.2 
8.8 

5.9 
18.6 
17.6 
57.9 

.50 

2.661 
11.8 

92.1 
60.2 
33.9 
24.0 

20.9 
20.9 

90 
1.1 

8.437 

112 
5.1 

2,190 

120 
11 

1,445 

25.1 
19.9 
26.9 
28.0 

19.2 
20.3 
50.5 

7.5 
2,4 

93.0 
5.8 
1.2 

.34 

8.320 
15.7 

8.5 
70.1 
49.5 
2.8 

64.8 
64.8 

272 
1.9 

14.640 

418 
11.3 

3,697 

204 
11 

2,447 

6.4 
8.7 

18.3 
66.5 

29.0 
15.1 
30.7 
21.4 

3.9 

68.4 
10.1 

1.5 

.24 

14.360 
17.2 

0 
74.0 
58.0 

0 

91.8 
91.8 

821 
5.3 

15,387 

1,074 
18.9 

5,695 

236 
12 

2,834 

2.9 
3.4 

14.7 
79.1 

32.2 
15.7 
24.6 
25.1 
2.3 

84.1 
11.6 
4.3 

.42 

23.735 
22.9 

0 
77.3 
60.2 

0 

94.7 
94.7 

3,861 
13.4 

28,785 

2,698 
20.2 

13,365 

236 
12 

2.832 

1.9 
3.9 

12.3 
81.8 

28.5 
27.1 
25.4 
16.0 
3.0 

76.2 
13.1 
10.7 

1.8 
15.6 
61.5 
14.5 
6.7 

-.9 
-2.0 
89.3 

9.6 
16.0 
15.4 
59.0 

1.9 
5.8 

45.1 
27.7 
19.5 

2.0 
.7 

83,0 

10.1 
26.8 
28.2 
34.9 

2.9 
6.4 

30.4 
34.4 
25.9 

6.0 
5.4 

79.6 

12.7 
26.7 
30.7 
29.8 

3.2 
2.0 

20.4 
26.7 
47.8 

13.4 
14.2 
82.0 

10.4 
40.0 
25.6 
23.9 

.71 

5,124 
100.0 

78.2 
52.8 
31.8 
26.2 

32.9 
21.4 

383 
2.0 

19,227 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

139 
11 

1.672 

18.9 
18.5 
25.9 
36.7 

19.3 
19.2 
48.8 

8.1 
4.6 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

235,323 193,177       360,558 460,013       807,155      279,953 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17.7 
12.6 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

7.8 
20.4 
19.3 
52.5 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 31-Characteristic8 offarm operator households, by farm Income of household, 19e8-Continued 

Farm Income of the household 

Item 
$0 -        $10,000- 

Negative        $9,999       $24,999 
$25,000-     $50,000 All 
$49,999    and more   households 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 • $249,999 
$250,000 • $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

46,5 
14.6 
7.5 

31.4 

85.6 
11.7 

1.6 
.9 

27.6 

5,542 

48.7 26.3 
7.5 10.2 
4.3 5.9 

39.5 57.6 

84.2 
14.3 

1.3 
.2 

11.1 

2,184 

37.6 
56.0 

4.6 
1.6 

14.9 

1.703 

22.5 
13.5 
6.0 

58.0 

8.3 
76.1 
12.0 
3.6 

14.6 

1,534 

31.0 
17.8 
5.7 

45.5 

1 

51.3^ 
30.2 
18.5 

31.9 

42.8 
12.7 
6.4 

38.1 

71.8 
22.5 
3.9 
1.8 

100.0 

2,098        13,061 

na = Not applicable. 
^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 32-Characteristic8 of farm operator households, by farm Income of household, 1989 

Farm income of the household 

Item 
$0. 

Negative       $9,999 
$10.CX)0-        $25,000-     $50,000 All 
$24,999        $49,999    and more   households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 967,412 
Farm operator households (Percent) 57.6 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 44,120 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 1,051,665 
Households per farm (Number) 1.1 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 2.5 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 97.8 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 51.5 

Operator age (Average) 53 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 10.3 
35 - 44 years 20.6 
45 - 54 years 23.4 
55 - 64 years 21.7 
65 years or older 23.6 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 25.6 
High school graduate, no college 37.6 
At least some college 21.2 
College degree and beybnd 15.6 

Operator major occupation (Percent) : 
Farming 40.9 
Other than farming 59.1 

Household size (Average) 3.0 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 8.4 
2 persons 41.7 
3 persons 19.7 
4 persons 17,8 
5 persons or more 12.3 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 32,314 
Households reporting income (Percent) 90.4 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 35,747 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 7,867 
Households reporting income (Percent) 15.6 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 50,343 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 17,269 
Households reporting income (Percent) 58.2 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 29,660 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 2,947 
Households reporting income (Percent) 44.8 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 6,580 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 4,231 
Households reporting income (Percent) 33.6 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 12,592 

Household income (Average dollars) 21,013 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 20.8 
$0 - $9,999 17 3 
$10,000-$24,999 27.3 
$25,000 - $49,999 24.3 
$50,000 and more 10.3 

355,866 
20.8 

31,243 
396,875 

1.1 
2.3 

95.5 

48.7 

55 

10.7 
14.8 
21.4 
21.1 
31.9 

32.9 
40.7 
13.9 
12.5 

58.0 
42.0 

2.7 

13.0 
43.6 
17.8 
14.2 
11.4 

20,072 
88.0 

22,810 

3,338 
13.1 

25,636 

10,752 
49.7 

21,650 

2,407 
46.1 

5,221 

3,576 
37.6 

9,501 

23,647 

0 
28.6 
38.6 
24.4 

8.4 

165.906 
9.7 

19.945 
195,627 

1.2 
2.5 

93.9 

49.5 

52 

13.8 
18.8 
20.5 
24.4 
22.5 

25.3 
44.9 
18.1 
11.6 

86.4 
13.6 

3.1 

8.5 
41.9 
19.2 
14.3 
16.2 

14,333 
81.0 

17,685 

2,205 
13.1 

16,793 

6,316 
36.6 

16,377 

2,819 
55.6 

5,066 

2,993 
29.5 

10,130 

30.747 

0 
0 

49.5 
39.9 
10.6 

113.045 
6.6 

16,414 
138,775 

1.2 
2.6 

92.5 

48.6 

51 

12.5 
22.2 
24.8 
26.1 
14.4 

18.0 
49.7 
19.2 
13.1 

93.4 
6.6 

3.1 

4.6 
38.1 
17.7 
18.3 
21.3 

14,797 
79.5 

18,624 

1,922 
11.1 

17,250 

5,655 
38.5 

14,692 

4,550 
57.2 

7,955 

2,670 
21.0 

12,727 

93.109 
5.4 

15.628 
119,101 

1.3 
2.7 

91.3 

48.4 

50 

12.1 
24.5 
24.5 
25.2 
13.7 

14.0 
35.4 
27.1 
23.5 

94.3 
5.7 

3.2 

5.6 
38.9 
17.4 
20.1 
17.8 

20,197 
73.1 

27,679 

9,301 
13.1 

71,233 

4,535 
30.3 

14,980 

4,768 
55.4 

8,616 

1,5^ 
16.9 

9,413 

49,840       161,371 

1.715.341 
100 

127,349 
1,902,243 

1.1 
2.5 

96.3 

49.8 

53 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

26.0 
39.6 
19.6 
14.8 

0 
0 
0 

66.6 
33.4 

0 
0 
0 
0 

100.0 

55.2 
44.8 

2.9 

9.0 
41.7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

26.223 
87.3 

30.029 

6,066 
14.4 

42,096 

13,401 
51.7 

25,907 

3,027 
47.5 

6,373 

3,729 
32.3 

11,543 

32,019 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 32-Characteri8tiC8 of farm operator houaeholda, by farm income of tiouaehold, 1989-Continued 

Farm Income of the household 

Item 
$0 -        $10,000- 

Negative       $9,999      $24,9^ 
$25,000-     $50,000 All 
$49,999    and more   households 

Qini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with Income below poverty threshold (Percent : 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

na 

1,874 
27.3 

100.0 
45.1 
26.1 
37.4 

.45 

2,726 
14.3 

.30 

6,114 
14.9 

92.5 13.0 
59.3 74.9 
35.6 53.7 
23.9 4.9 

.24 

10,669 
17.8 

0 
79.5 
61.9 

0 

.44 

18,748 
25.7 

.68 

3,956 
100.0 

0 78.0 
80.8 55.2 
63.9 35.2 

0 27.0 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to wori< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members» all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators wori(ed on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 • 999 hours 
1,000 -1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

20.8 
0 

211 
d 

13,120 

152 
4.4 

3.428 

111 
11 

1,330 

24.6 
22.8 
29.2 
23.4 

20.1 
».1 

105 
d 

10,788 

109 
5.1 

2,148 

120 
10 

1,440 

25.0 
20.7 
26.2 
28.2 

67.2 
67.2 

399 
3.6 

11,177 

565 
15.6 

3,620 

198 
11 

2,371 

7.2 
11.7 
20.0 
61.1 

89.8 
89.8 

1.170 
6.9 

17,047 

1,241 
19.0 

6.535 

233 
12 

2,801 

3.5 
5.6 

14.2 
76.8 

97.6 
97.6 

3,853 
13.7 

28.216 

2.545 
20.3 

12,540 

227 
12 

2,724 

4.2 
4.9 

11.4 
79.5 

33.9 
21.9 

468 
2.7 

17,554 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

136 
11 

1.626 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

16.7 
18.4 
51.1 

3.2 
10.5 

23.0 
17.4 
47.2 
7.0 
5.3 

30.0 
14.1 
30.5 
20.5 

4.9 

29.6 
15.1 
24.6 
25.8 

5.0 

36.2 
28.6 
16.4 
15.3 
3.5 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 

7.8 
8.2 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $4^,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

94.4 
4.3 
1.2 

263,784 

2.2 
14.2 
56.9 
15.7 
11.0 

-3.7 
-5.7 
11.2 

6.1 
15.8 
17.0 
61.1 

92.6 
6.4 
1.1 

1.9 
14.7 
56.3 
17.7 
9.4 

.2 
-.8 

89.8 

12.3 
14.5 
17.5 
55.7 

87.7 
9.1 
3.1 

85.3 
9.9 
4.8 

77.6 
14.4 
8.0 

6.5^ 
43.2 
30.6 
19.7 

2.7 
1.6 

86.6 

12.0 
23.1 
24.9 
40.1 

4.8^ 
29.6 
29.7 
35.9 

5.0 
4.2 

80.0 

10.1 
27.4 
32.7 
29.8 

2.1 
3.8 

18.5 
22.1 
53.5 

10.9 
10.9 
82.4 

14.0 
33.4 
28.2 
24.4 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

224.945  342.566   525.826 1.168.368  329.716 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

1.2 
2 

43.2 

8.7 
18.0 
19.5 
53.9 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 32-Characterl8tics of farm operator houaeholde, by farm Income of houaehold, 1989-Contlnuecl 

Farm income of the household 

Item 
$0- $10,000-        $25,000-     $50,000 Alt 

Negative       $9,999      $24,999 $49,999    and more   households 

U.S. region (Percent : 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm {Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

45.6 
16.2 
6.7 

31.5 

88.8 
8.9 
1.6 

.7 

26.2 

5,058 

43.7 
11.1 
4.8 

40.4 

81.9 
16.8 
1.3^ 

11.1 

2,101 

25.4 
11.0 
5.0 

58.6 

42.1 
52.7 

3.9 
1.1 

13.2 

1,422 

20.4 
13.7 
5.8 

60.2 

12.8 
72.5 
12.5 

2.1 

16.1 

1,276 

23.9 
24.0 

5.1 
47.0 

1 

52.0^ 
27.7 
20.3 

33.4 

1,713 

40.4 
14.9 
6.0 

38.7 

73.2 
21.2 

3.8 
1.8 

100.0 

11.570 

d = Data are not sufficient for disclosure, na » Not applicable. 
Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. ^ Negative returns, close to zero. 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 33-Characterl8tiC8 of farm operator households, by farm Income of household, 1990 

F#m income of the household 

«. $10,000- $25,000- $50,000 All 

Item Negative $9,999 $24,999 $49,999 and more households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 961,293 379,309 170,913 123.493 103,011 1.738.019 

Farm operator households (Percent) 55.3 21.8 9.8 7.1 5.9 100.0 

Farms sharing farm income (Number) 48.323 28,479 20,596 17,720 15.264 130,382 

Households receiving farm income (Number) 1,(^8.504 419,539 203,249 150,029 126,830 1,928,151 

Households per farm (Number) 1.1 1.1 1.2 1.2 1.2 1.1 

Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 2.4 2.4 2.6 2.5 2.6 2.5 

Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 97.5 96.1 94.0 92.7 92.7 96.3 

Farm Income going to farm operator households 
who share income (Percent) 51.2 48.7 50.4 49.1 51.0 50.2 

Operator age (Average) 52 55 52 47 49 52 

Operator age (Percent: 
Younger than 35 years 
35.44 years 

11.8 
20.8 

9.1 
17.4 

11.1 
21.5 

19.3 
24.7 

12.8 
25.9 

11.7 
20.7 

45 - 54 years 
55-64 years 

22.1 18.3 21.7 23.9 27.5 21.7 
22.6 26.1 25.2 20.9 22.1 23.5 

65 years or older 22.8 29.0 20.5 11.2 11.6 22.4 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 23.6 31.0 23.8 15.2 14.2 24,1 

High school graduate, no college 
Some college 

38.4 
20.4 

40.5 
14.5 

45.8 
15.5 

48.8 
22.3 

40.4 
24.3 

40.5 
19.0 

College degree and beyond 17.6 14.1 14.9 13.7 21.0 16.5 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

41.3 57.8 85.7 90.8 94.7 56.0 
58.7 42.2 14.3 9.2 5.3 44.0 

Household size (Average) 3.0 2.7 3.0 3.4 3.3 3.0 

Household size (Percent): 
1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

8.4 12.5 9.2 4.8 5.1 8.9 
40.4 46.4 39.3 31.7 35.6 40.7 
20.3 15.5 17.2 20.9 18.3 18.9 
16.4 15.6 19.6 21.2 22.1 17.2 
14.6 10.0 14.8 21.4 18.6 14.4 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 41,179 26,427 20,009 20,948 21.346 33,265 

Households reporting income (Percent) 95.5 93.2 84.5 82.3 77.3 91.9 

Per reporting household (Average dollars) 43,141 28.364 23.682 25,456 27,606 36.210 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 9,905 5,649 3,859 3,193 4,832 7,604 

Households reporting income (Percent) 18.8 15.0 12.7 12.8 13.4 16.6 

Per reporting household (Average dollars) 52,786 37.707 30,406 24,978 36,086 45,813 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 21,498 13,459 9,786 12,101 8,843 17,174 

Households reporting Income (Percent) 64.1 56.3 48.1 4d.3 37.1 58.1 

Per reporting household (Average dollars) 33,513 23,900 20,337 25,074 23,839 29.544 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 3,496 2,271 2,606 3.567 4.417 3,201 

Households reporting income (Percent) 47.7 47.2 54.9 56.5 54.0 49.3 

Per reporting household (Average dollars) 7.329 4,811 4,747 6,313 8,180 6,494 

Other off-farm Income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 6,280 5.048 3,759 2,087 3,254 5,286 

Households reporting income (Percent) 41.1 42.5 33.2 22.9 27.6 38.5 

Per reporting household (Average dollars) 15.277 11,870 11.313 9,115 11,785 13,712 

Household income (Average dollars) 29,390 29,984 36,498 56,113 145,624 39,007 

Household income (Percent): 
Negative 15.5 0 0 0 0 8.6 

$0 - $9,999 15.7 22.5 0 0 0 13,6 

$10,000-$24,999 28.0 34.3 42.6 0 0 27.2 

$25,000 - $49,999 24.9 30.5 40.4 61.7 0 28.8 

$50,000 and more 15.8 12.7 17.0 38.2 100,0 21.8 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 33-Characterl8tlC8 of farm operator houaeholda, by farm income of household, 1990-Contlnued 

item 

Farm income of the htouseiioid 

$0- $10,000-        $25,000-     $50,000 Ali 
Negative       $9,999      $24,999        $49,999    and more   iiousehioids 

Qini coefficient na .48 .36 .29 .40 .64 

Direct government payments (Average doilare) 
Total payments (Percent) 

iHousehoids witii income below poverty thireshoid (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total household Income 

1,487 
26.2 

100.0 
39.2 
19.1 
31.1 

1,898 
13.2 

5,200 
16.3 

94.5 16.3 
53.1 67.4 
28.9 47.5 
19.6 3.9 

7,445 
16.9 

0 
71.5 
57.3 

0 

14,525 
27.4 

0 
75.6 
58.8 

0 

3,138 
1X.0 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

Dependence on farm Income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, ail farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crops 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

15.5 
0 

164 
1.4 

11,847 

124 
5.1 

2,411 

108 
11 

1,298 

24.8 
23.2 
29.6 
22.4 

14.3 
19.7 
53.8 

3.3 
8.9 

16.2 
16.2 

92 
1.3 

7,304 

85 
4.8 

1.766 

117 
10 

25.7 
18.5 
28.6 
27.3 

21.8 
21.3 
46.3 

6.5 
4.1 

60.0 
60.0 

415 
3.4 

12,157 

467 
11.4 

4,094 

203 
11 

2,432 

6.5 
9.5 

19.9 
64.1 

27.6 
17.9 
29.3 
20.5 
4.7 

84.3 
84.3 

836 
5.8 

14,419 

1,111 
19.4 

5,731 

231 
12 

2,768 

5.1 
4.5 

14.0 
76.3 

31.3 
14.6 
27.1 
22.3 

4.7 

95.1 
95.1 

3,848 
11.4 

33,679 

1,900 
19.5 

9,754 

238 
12 

2,853 

5.0 
2.1 

11.7 
81.1 

29.6 
25.6 
22.6 
18.8 
3.5 

29.6 
21.1 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

324 
7.5 

4,301 

136 
11 

1,^8 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

19.4 
19.8 
46.0 

8.0 
6.8 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

93.9 
4.9 
1.2 

1.7 
16.0 
53.3 
17.4 
11.6 

-3.5 
-5.5 
9.1 

5,9 
15.7 
15.7 
62.8 

93.2 
5.3 
1.5 

87.2 
10.2 
2.7 

85.1 
11.0 
3.9 

79.1 
11.8 
9.1 

1.3 
14.1 
56.6 
18.3 
9.7 

-.4 
-1.3 
90.9 

8.7 
14.5 
19.3 
57.5 

1 

8.1^ 
40.3 
27.9 
23.8 

1.9 
.7 

82.5 

12.6 
23.9 
25.5 
38.0 

1 

5.4^ 
30.4 
33.3 
30.8 

4.9 
4.0 

82.1 

14.3 
30.5 
28.6 
26.6 

1.3 
1.4 

18.5 
24,6 
54.2 

12.1 
12.4 
82.2 

13.3 
32.9 
28.7 
25.1 

91.6 
6.3 
2.1 

279,816   235,560  429,855   461,588  848,055  331,506 

1.5 
13.0 
49.1 
20.2 
16.2 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

8.2 
18.3 
19.1 
54.4 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table ^-Characteristics of farm operator households, by farm income of household, 1990-Contlnued 

Farm income of the household 

Item Negative 
$0 -        $10,000- 

$9,999      ^4,999 
$25,000-     $50,000 Alt 
$49,999    and more   households 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent: 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000-$249,999 
$250,000. $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

43.4 47.3 27.2 
16.5 9.3 9.9 
6.7 4.6 7.0 

33.4 38.8 55.9 

88.0 
9.7 
1.5 
.8 

23.5 

5,448 

84.9 
13.6 
6.1 

.4 

9.3 

2,311 

39.1 
55.1 
4.4 
1.4 

13.1 

1,513 

21.6 
10.4 
5.9 

62.1 

9.3 
78.2 
9.9 
2.6 

19.7 

1,344 

25.6 
19.3 
5.0 

49.9 

47.4^ 
32.2 
20.4 

34.5 

1,762 

40.1 
14.0 
6.1 

39.8 

71.8 
22.0 

4.1 
2.0 

100.0 

12,378 

na « Not applicable. 
^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, ail versions. 
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Table 34-Characteri8tfC8 of farm operator householda, by off-farm income of household, 1988 

Off-farm income of household 

Item 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm Income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Less than $10,000- $25,000- $50,000 All 
$10,000 $24,999 $49,999 and more households 

639,957 482,646 427,557 198.686 1748.846 
36.6 27.6 24.4 11.4 100.0 

59,286 29,918 25,843 16,513 131,561 
724,743 521,405 458,675 223,223 1,928,047 

1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 
2.4 2.3 2.2 2.5 2.4 

95.2 96.9 97.1 95.7 96.2 

49.3 

54 

50.3 

55 

52.4 

50 

48.7 

Ô0 

50.0 

53 

See footnotes at end of table. 

13.2 
16.7 
17.4 
25.6 
27.1 

9.7 
16.4 
18.1 
24.2 
31.5 

12.2 
23.8 
29.6 
21.3 
13.1 

8.5 
22.9 
35.7 
21.0 
12.0 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

34.9 
39.9 
16.1 
9.1 

30,7 
41.5 
17.5 
10,2 

15.6 
42.1 
25.0 
17.3 

10.9 
26.2 
32.4 
30.5 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13,9 

83.6 
16.4 

55.1 
44.9 

31.3 
68.7 

24.6 
75.4 

56.3 
43.7 

2.8 2.8 3.1 3.1 2.9 

12.9 
43.0 
16.4 
14.2 
13.5 

6.3 
47.4 
20.4 
14.7 
11.2 

3.7 
39.1 
21.5 
21.1 
14.5 

4.5 
37.0 
22.9 
20.5 
15.1 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
167 
13.3 

0,830 2,612 -405 -3,382 4,201 

41.1 
26.2 
14.3 
10.0 
8.4 

57.9 
25,8 

7.9 
5.4 
2.9 

69.7 
17.9 
6.7 
3.1 
2.6 

74.0 
14.5 
5.4 
2.1 
3.9 

56.5 
227 

9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

217 
6.1 

3,548 

1,805 
15.7 

11,470 

4,122 
18.4 

22,459 

65,651 
45.3 

144,991 

9,044 
16.2 

55,797 

873 
22.0 

3,967 

8,532 
58.4 

14,608 

24,533 
79.9 

30.718 

39,643 
66.6 

59,550 

13,176 
51.3 

25,705 

708 
38.5 

1,839 

1,886 
52.0 

3,624 

3,013 
55.8 

5,398 

10,808 
60.6 

17,826 

2,744 
49.0 

5,602 

1,667 
32.2 

5.174 

4,975 
46.7 

10,653 

3,314 
27.1 

12,239 

9,438 
27.5 

34,339 

3,866 
34.4 

11,230 

Continued- 
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Table 34-Characteristics of farm operator households, by off-farm Income of household, 1988-Contlnued 

Off-farm income of household 

Item 
Less than 
$10,000 

$10,000- 
$24,999 

$25,000- 
$49,999 

$50,000 
and more 

Household income (Average dollars) 14,294 19,810 34,578 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 25.0 6.3 2.5 
$0-$9,999 34.7 13.5 2.0 
$10,000 - $24,999 19.8 60.2 18.6 
$25,000 - $49,999 11J 13.7 67.8 
$50,000 and more 8.9 6.3 9.1 

QinI coefficient .92 .53 .31 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 8,074 4,182 2,786 
Total payments (Percent) 57.7 22.5 13.3 

Households with Income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm Income only 65.7 82.4 87.5 
Based on earned off-farm income only 98.4 45.8 13.1 
Based on total off-farm Income only 83.8 4.2 0 
Based on total household income 54.5 17.5 5.2 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 70.6 18.3 7.1 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 45.7 12.1 4.6 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, alt farms (Average dollars) 637 307 150 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 3.3 1.5 .7 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 19,208 20,604 20,483 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 624 253 172 
Households with paid members (Percent) 9.7 5.7 4.7 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 6,425 4,399 3,657 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 183 124 106 
Months 11 11 11 
Hours per year 2,199 1,489 1,268 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 13.0 21.9 21.9 
500-999 hours 11,5 20.5 24.1 
1,000 -1,999 hours 18.6 26.4 34Í5 
2,000 hours or more 56,8 31.3 19.5 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 22.3 18.2 16.7 
ahercrop 17.3 20.3 18.5 
Beef, hog, sheep 42.0 51,8 55.6 
Dairy 15.2 5.2 3.3 
Other livestock 3.2 4.4 5.9 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 90.1 94.1 93.4 
Legal partnership 7.I 4.$ 5*1 
Family corporation 2.8 1,3 1 ^5 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 295,237 221,929 231,797 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 2.6 2.0 1.3 
$0-$49,999 13.3 14.9 15.7 
$50,000 - $249,999 50.6 58.0 57.9 
$250,000 - $499,999 19.0 16.2 15.6 
$500,000 and more 14.4 8.8 9.4 

Farm financial ratios (Percent) : 
Rate of return on assets 1.9 ..2 -.8 
Rate of return on equity .1 -1.7 -2.4 
In favorable financial position 54.3 42.6 30.7 

122,157 

1 
1 

2.8^ 
20.6 
76.6 

.54 

2,947 
6.5 

88.1 
8.1 

0 
1.3 

2.5 
1.7 

253 
1.7 

15,168 

212 
5.2 

4,046 

107 
11 

1,287 

24.5 
23.9 
29.4 
22.1 

17.5 
24.2 
49.0 
2.0 
7.3 

90.9 
7.0 
2.1 

475,297 

1 

7.3^ 
48.7 
21.4 
22.6 

-.4 
-1.4 
27.6 

All 
households 

33,030 

11.6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 

.71 

5,124 
100.0 

78.2 
52.8 
31.8 
26.2 

32.9 
21.4 

383 
2.0 

19,227 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

139 
11 

1,672 

18.9 
18.5 
25.9 
36.7 

19.3 
19.2 
48.8 

8.1 
4.6 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

279,953 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17.7 
12.6 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 34-Characterl8tlcs of farm operator households, by off-^farm Income of household, 1988-Contlnued 

Kern 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, lees than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

Less than 
$10,000 

Off-farm income of household 

$10,000- 
$24,999 

$25,000- 
$49,999 

$50,000 
and more 

Alt 
households 

11.2 
22,9 
22.0 
43,9 

7.0 
19.1 
18.4 
55.6 

5.3 
20.6 
17.0 
57.2 

4.0 
15.1 
18.0 
62.9 

38.9 
10.6 
6.8 

43.7 

44.2 
11.2 
5.4 

39.3 

46.6 
13.1 
6.0 

34.2 

44.2 
21.9 
8.5 

25.4 

55.8 
34.6 
6.5 
3.1 

78.2 
17.7 
2.9 
1.2 

84.2 
13.2J 

1 

81.2 
14.8 
2.5 
1.5 

56.5 19.7 14.1 9.7 

3,297 3.149 2,342 1,273 

7.8 
20.4 
19.3 
52.5 

42.8 
12.7 
6.4 

38.1 

71.8 
22.5 

3.9 
1.8 

100.0 

13,061 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 35-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator households, by off-farm Income of household, 1989 

Item 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm Income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing Income (Number) 
Farm Income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share Income (Percent 

Off-farm income of household 

Less than $10,000- $25,000- $50,000 All 
$10,000 $24,999 $49,999 and more households 

620,252 483,076 413,229 198,785 1,715,341 
36.2 28.1 24.1 11.6 100.0 

57,022 29,728 26,412 14,186 127,349 
707,595 527,264 447,075 220,309 1,902.243 

1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 
2.5 2.5 2.3 2.5 2.5 

95.2 96.9 96.8 96.8 96.3 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45-54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm Income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For alt households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

48.3 

54 

50.4 

55 

49.2 

50 

55.1 

51 

49.8 

53 

See footnotes at end of table. 

12.0 
17.2 
17.8 
23.3 
29.6 

11.0 
16.2 
20.3 
22.7 
^.8 

12.2 
24.6 
27.1 
20.9 
15.2 

5.0 
25.2 
35.9 
21.5 
12.4 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

33.2 
39.3 
17.2 
10.3 

32.0 
41.3 
17.7 
8.9 

14.6 
43.0 
23.3 
19.2 

12.5 
29.3 
23.8 
34.4 

26.0 
39.6 
19.6 
14.8 

79.6 
20.4 

57.9 
42.1 

^.5 
69.5 

24.2 
75.8 

55.2 
44.8 

2.9 2.8 3.1 3.0 3.0 

13.8 
40.5 
19.1 
13.0 
13.6 

8.9 
47,3 
17.2 
15.1 
11.4 

4.7 
37.7 
22.0 
20.1 
15.5 

3.0 
39.9 
17.1 
26.7 
13.3 

9.0 
41.7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

13,029 5.882 -1.021 -2,804 5.796 

43.3 
21.8 
14.3 
11.1 
9.5 

56.5 
24.8 
9.2 
5.5 
4.0 

71.1 
17.8 
6.2 
2.8 
2.2 

76.5 
13.6 
3.6 
3.1 
3.2 

57.6 
20.7 
9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

170 
5.8 

3,094 

1.544 
14.2 

10,910 

3.733 
17.0 

22.024 

40.301 
36.6 

110,213 

6.066 
14.4 

42,096 

949 
23.1 

4.108 

8.946 
58.1 

15,390 

24,402 
78.7 

31,007 

40,210 
69.4 

57,905 

13,401 
51.7 

25.907 

638 
34.2 

1,869 

2,153 
50.9 

4,226 

3,057 
55.6 

5.4^ 

12,543 
64.0 

19.608 

3,027 
47.5 

6.373 

1,476 
28.0 

5,^4 

4,475 
42.9 

10,440 

4,078 
27.0 

15,132 

8,223 
31.1 

26,433 

3.729 
32.3 

11,543 

Continued- 
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Table 35-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator housettolda, by off-farm Income of houaehold, 1989-Continued 

Off-farm income of household 

Item 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10.000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Qini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000 -1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Less than 
$10,000 

$10,000- 
$24,999 

$25,000- 
$49,999 

$50,000 
and more 

All 
households 

16.262 22,999 34,248   . 98,473 32.019 

26.7 
33.1 
17.9 
12.2 
10.1 

6.3 
12.6 
60.0 
13.9 
7.2 

2.1 
1.5 

20.4 
67.9 
8.2 

1 
1 

2.6^ 
22.8 
74.5 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

.93 .54 .29 .45 .68 

6,048 
55.3 

3,547 
25.2 

2,062 
12.6 

2.362 
6.9 

3.956 
100.0 

65.4 
98.8 
91.7 
56.6 

80.0 
50.3 
7.3 

19.0 

89.1 
16.4 

.0 
4.4 

89.3 
11.2 

.0 

.8 

78.0 
55.2 
35.2 
27.0 

73.0 
46.4 

20.5 
14.2 

5.8 
3.6 

2.8 
2.1 

33.9 
21.9 

834 
4.4 

18,839 

308 
2.2 

13,909 

217 
1.1 

19,668 

237 
1.5 

15,605 

468 
2.7 

17,554 

634 
10.1 

6.294 

193 
5.6 

3,472 

212 
6.0 

3,520 

432 
7.0 

6,185 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

180 
11 

2.155 

125 
11 

1,501 

99 
11 

1,187 

99 
11 

1,191 

136 
11 

1.626 

15.3 
11.8 
18.3 
54.6 

22.4 
19.1 
28.2 
30.3 

23.9 
27.2 
31.4 
17.5 

25.3 
25.5 
31.1 
18.2 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

24.6 
17.5 
37.0 
14.6 
6.3 

21.7 
16.9 
48.5 

5.5 
7.3 

17.7 
18.6 
51.9 

3.1 
8.6 

16.6 
22.2 
44.3 

1.9 
15.0 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 

7.8 
8.2 

89.9 
7.2 
3.0 

93.1 
5.1 
1.8 

93.0 
6.1 

.9 

93.0 
5.4 
1.7 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

381.007 247,449 245,042 545,620 329,716 

2.3 
11.0 
46.1 
21.0 
19.7 

2.6 
14.8 
53.5 
17.2 
11.9 

1.3' 
14.1 
57.0 
16.5 
11.1 

1 

6.2^ 
52.5 
20.9 
20.3 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

2.3 
.9 

54.6 

1.6 
.5 

45.3 

-.5 
-1.8 
31.8 

-.1 
■1.1 
26.2 43.2 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 35-Characterlgtic8 of farm operator householde, by off-farm income of household, 1989-Contlnued 

Item 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

Off-farm Income of household 

Less than 
$10,000 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant Idss than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

$10,000- 
$24,999 

10.1 
21.1 

46.2 

9.4 
17.9 
16.8 
56.0 

36.7 
12.6 
5.9 

44.9 

42.3 
13.5 
5.2 

39.1 

56.5 
33.9 
6.4 
3.2 

78.0 
17.9 
3.2 
1.0 

58.3 20.9 

5,439 2,808 

$25,000- 
$49,999 

7.6 
16.6 
18.3 
57.4 

43.3 
16,6 
6.4 

33.8 

86.5 
11.0 

1.7 
.7 

11.9 

2,166 

$50,000 
and more 

All 
households 

4.5 
11.3 
18.9 
65.4 

41.7 
22.0 

7.4 
28.9 

85.8 
10.6 

1.7 
1.9 

8.9 

1,157 

8.7 
18.0 
19.5 
53.9 

40.4 
14.9 
6.0 

38.7 

73.2 
21.2 
3.8 
1.8 

100.0 

11,570 

Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. ^ Negative returns, close to ; 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 36-Characteri8tlc8 of farm operator households, by off-farm income of household, 1990 

Off-farm income of household 

Item 
Less than $10,000- $25,000- $50,000 All 
$10,000 $24,999 $49,999 and more households 

511,900 472,895 475,850 277,374 1,738,019 
29.5 27.2 27.4 15.9 100.0 

49,614 31,413 27,115 ^,240 130,382 
582,851 517,659 515,214 312,427 1,928,151 

1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 
2.4 2.4 2.5 2.6 2.5 

95.3 96.8 97.0 95.8 96.3 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm Income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent : 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent) : 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent) : 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25.000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

51.9 

53 

51.9 

55 

47.7 

50 

47.1 

51 

50.2 

52 

14.3 
20.1 
17.9 
23.0 
24.7 

11.2 
15.7 
16.0 
25.4 
31.7 

13.1 
25.1 
23.6 
22.6 
15.6 

5.4 
22.9 
35.0 
22.6 
14.0 

11.7 
20.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22.4 

31.2 
42.5 
16.6 
9.7 

32.3 
42.0 
16.2 
9.5 

16.7 
42,8 
20.7 
19.8 

9.6 
30.2 
25.2 
35.1 

24.1 
40.5 
19.0 
16.5 

88.1 
11.9 

60.0 
40.0 

34.9 
65.1 

26.1 
73.9 

56.0 
44.0 

2.9 2.8 3.2 3.0 3.0 

13.9 
38.1 
17.3 
16.1 
14.5 

9.6 
47.1 
18.6 
13.1 
11.7 

5.3 
37.1 
20.2 
20.2 
17.2 

4.7 
40.6 
19.8 
21.2 
13.7 

8.9 
40.7 
18.9 
17.2 
14.4 

6.984 4,962 -818 -2,418 5,742 

36.1 
22.6 
16.2 
13.3 
11.7 

54.2 
26.7 

8.9 
5.7 
4.5 

66.9 
20.3 

6.6 
3.8 
2.4 

72.6 
14.7 
5.3 
3.7 
3.7 

55.3 
21.8 

9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

77 
6.2 

1,249 

1,541 
13.0 

11,869 

3,615 
17.0 

21,272 

38,674 
41.3 

93,539 

7,604 
16,6 

45,813 

1,116 
27.8 

4,009 

8,643 
59.3 

14,586 

24,104 
78.0 

30,886 

49,465 
78.0 

63,447 

17,174 
58.1 

29,544 

712 
37.5 

1,898 

1,848 
48.1 

3,845 

2,864 
52.7 

5,436 

10,678 
67.3 

15,877 

3,201 
49.3 

6,494 

1.548 
31.2 

4,955 

5,080 
47.5 

10,702 

4,957 
34.4 

14,399 

13,099 
43.9 

29.852 

5,286 
38.5 

13.712 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 36-Characterlstlc8 of farm operator households, by ^-farm Income of household, 1990-Contlnued 

Off-farm încome of household 

Item 
Less than 

$10,000 

Household Income (Average dollars) 20,436 
Household Income (Percent): 

Negative 20.6 
$0 - $9,999 32.3 
$10»000. $24.999 19.5 
$25,000 - $49,999 15.0 
$50,000 and more 12.6 

Gini coefficient ^7 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 5,228 
Total payments (Percent) 49.1 

Households with income below poverly threshold (Percent : 
Based on farm income only 59.7 
Based on earned off-farm income only 99^0 
Based on all off-farm income only 90.6 
Based on total household income 50.6 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 73.7 
Actual value of farm Income exceeds off-farm 53.3 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 715 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 4.1 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 17,366 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 590 
Households with paid members (Percent) 10.6 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 5,581 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 196 
Months 11.2 
Hours per year 2,356 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 11.1 
500 • 999 hours 9.0 
1 ,CX)0 - 1,999 hours t9.2 
2,000 hours or more 60.6 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 22.7 
Other crops 18Í4 
Beef, hogs, sheep 37,1 
Dairy 17.0 
Other livestock 4.8 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 89.7 
Legal partnership 7,1 
Family corporation 3.2 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 362,033 
Farm net worth (Percent) : 

Negative 16 
$0-$49,9^ 12 7 
$50,000 - $249,999 43 0 
$250,000 - $499,999 22.7 
$500,000 and more 20.1 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 2.7 
Rate of return on equity 1,2 
In favorable financial position 59.O 

See footnotes at end of table. 

$10,000- 
$24,999 

$25,000- 
$49,999 

$50,000 
and more 

22,074 

5.8 
12.9 
57.2 
16.5 
7.5 

.53 

2,511 
21.8 

80.2 
52.1 
8.8 

19,8 

20.2 
14.4 

318 
2.1 

15,280 

194 
5.4 

3,606 

125 
10.9 

1,499 

22.4 
18.6 
27.7 
31.3 

18.9 
19.5 
47.7 

6.3 
7.7 

93.5 
5.1 
1.4 

259,226 

1.9 
14.5 
52.2 
^.3 
11.0 

.4 
-.9 

45.4 

34,722 

3.1 
1.9 

20.8 
63.5 
10.8 

.33 

1,990 
17.4 

88.2 
17.2 

0 
5.2 

7.3 
4.3 

2^ 
1.3 

19,549 

187 
7.2 

2,601 

104 
11.0 

1,251 

24.4 
24.0 
31.3 
20.3 

18.5 
19.3 
51.9 
3.2 
7.2 

93.1 
5.5 
1.3 

263,848 

1.2 
15.2 
54.2 
17.3 
12.2 

-.4 
-1.8 

34.6 

109,498 

.8 
1 

1.V 
15.6 
82.2 

.47 

2,321 
11.8 

87.4 
8.7 

0 
1.1 

2.7 
1.9 

444 
2.0 

21,977 

292 
6.3 

4,672 

96 
10.8 

1,152 

26.6 
24.7 
28.3 
18.4 

15.6 
24.1 
49.3 

2.3 
8.6 

89.2 
8.2 
2.6 

514,469 

1.5 
7.0 

46.1 
20.3 
25.0 

.2 
-.9 

27.9 

All 
households 

39,007 

8.6 
13.6 
27.2 
28.8 
21.8 

.64 

3,138 
100.0 

77.5 
^.4 
29.1 
21.9 

29.6 
21.1 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

324 
7.5 

4,301 

136 
11,0 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

19.4 
19.8 
46.0 
8.0 
6.8 

91.6 
6.3 
2.1 

331,506 

1.5 
13.0 
49.1 
20.2 
16.2 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

Continued- 
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Table 36-CharaGteri8tiC8 of farm operator households, by off-farm Income of household, 1d90-Contlnued 

Off-farm income of household 

Kern 
Lett than 
$10.000 

$10,000- 
$24,9ee 

$25.000- 
$49.999 

$50.000 
and more 

All 
households 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50.000 
$50.000 - $249,999 
$250.000 - $499.999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

11.8 
22A 
23.0 
A2.B 

7.5 
17.8 
18.2 
56.6 

7.0 
17.0 
17.5 
58.6 

4.6 
14.1 
16.4 
64.9 

8.2 
18.3 
19.1 
54.4 

31.7 
11.5 
6.8 

49.9 

44.1 
12.8 
5.4 

37.6 

43.7 
13.2 

5.1 
38.0 

42.3 
22.0 
7.8 

27.9 

40.1 
14.0 
6.1 

39.8 

49.6 
38.4 
8.4 
3.6 

77.0 
18.9 
2.7 
1.4 

83.9 
13.2 
2.0 

.9 

83.4 
11.9 
2.5 
2.2 

71.8 
22.0 

4.1 
2.0 

49.9 20.1 15.2 14.8 100.0 

4.566 3.078 2.871 1.863 12,378 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 37-Characteri8tiC8 of farm operator households, by poverty status and dependence on farm Income, 1988 

Poverty status 

item 

At or above       Below 
poverty poverty 
threshold      threshold 

Dependence on farm income 

No       Off-farm income received 
off-farm — .       Ali 
Income    Farm < off    Farm > off  households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent : 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45-54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or oider 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
Coliege degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent) : 
Fanning 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10.000 - $24.999 
$25.000 • $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For alt households (Average dollars) 
Househoids reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all househoids (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average doilars) 
Househoids reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dofiars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For ail househoids (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

See footnotes at end of table. 

1,291.292 457,554 191,206 1,297,364 260,275 1,748,845 
73.8 26.2 10.9 74.2 14.9 100.0 

99,749 31,811 23,340 76.933 31,288 131,561 
1,425,916 502,130 225,956 1,396.352 305,738 1,928.047 

1.1 1,1 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.1 
2.3 2.4 2.5 2.3 2.5 2.4 

96.1 96.5 93.4 97.1 93.9 96.2 

49.9 

53 

50.6 

54 

46.8 

50 

51.1 

54 

49.7 

51 

50.0 

53 

11.1 
19.2 
24.2 
23.2 
22.2 

12.4 
18.6 
18.2 
24.7 
26.0 

16.2 
20.4 
22.2 
27.5 
13.7 

10.3 
18.7 
23.1 
22.2 
25.8 

13.8 
20.3 
21.0 
27.8 
17.2 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

23.2 
40.3 
21,6 
15.0 

35.0 
36.6 
17.6 
10.7 

25.2 
45.8 
16.1 
12.9 

27.6 
37.5 
20.6 
14.3 

20.8 
43.6 
23.3 
12.4 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13.9 

50.5 
49.5 

72.5 
27.5 

80.2 
19.8 

44.8 
55.2 

95.7 
4.3 

56.3 
43.7 

2.9 3.0 3.0 2.9 3.1 2.9 

7.0 
43.4 
20.0 
17.7 
11.9 

10.5 
40.3 
18.1 
14.1 
17.1 

9.3 
40.8 
17.1 
17.6 
15.1 

7.6 
43.6 
20.1 
16.5 
12.1 

8.3 
38.8 
18.1 
17.1 
17.7 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16.7 
13.3 

10,912 -14.739 15,192 -5,330 43,635 4,201 

48.9 
23.4 
12.7 
8.3 
6.7 

78.1 
20.9 

0 
0 
0 

40.5 
23.5 
13.2 
10.9 
11.9 

70.2 
24.2 

4.6 
0 
0 

0 
14.9 
32.5 
29.9 
22.7 

56.5 
22.7 

9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

36,481 
94.5 

38.595 

7,234 
73.7 

9.820 

na 
na 
na 

36,873 
100.0 

36.873 

9,912 
100.0 
9,912 

28,829 
89.1 

32,368 

11,905 
18.6 

64,004 

968 
9.5 

10,236 

na 
na 
na 

11,910 
19.6 

60,870 

1,401 
11.3 

12,385 

9,044 
16.2 

55,797 

16,660 
57.9 

28,798 

3,342 
32.6 

10,237 

na 
na 
na 

16,968 
61.0 

27,822 

3,953 
40.4 

9.781 

13,176 
51.3 

25,705 

3,390 
54.2 

6,254 

922 
34.3 

2,692 

na 
na 
na 

3,143 
51.6 

6,087 

2,770 
71.7 

3,863 

2,744 
49.0 

5,602 

4.526 
34.8 

12,987 

2,003 
33.2 

6,030 

na 
na 
na 

4.852 
40.8 

11,904 

1,789 
28.1 

6,375 

3,866 
34.4 

11.230 

Continued- 
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Table 37-Characteri8tÍC8 of farm operator households, by poverty status and dependence on farm 
Income, 1988-Contlnuecf 

Poverty status 

Itsm 

At or above       Below 
poverty poverty 
threshold      threshold 

Dependence on farm Income 

No       Off-farm Income received 
off-farm  —        All 
Income    Farm < off    Farm > off households 

Household Income (Average dollars) 
Household Income (Percent : 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10.000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49.999 
$50,000 and more 

GInl coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to wori( on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1^000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 • $249.999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

47,392 

0 
5.2 

36.8 
36.5 
21.5 

.51 

4,918 
70.9 

386 
1.9 

20,474 

382 
6.8 

5,625 

132 
11 

1,583 

20.2 
19.9 
26.5 
33.4 

19.3 
19.9 
48.7 

7.5 
4.6 

92.0 
6.0 
2.0 

1.6 
12.3 
54.6 
18.5 
13.0 

2.5 
1.5 

47.7 

7.0 
20.3 
19.2 
53.5 

-7,504 

44.2 
50.4 

5.4 
0 
0 

na 

5,707 
29.1 

376 
2.3 

16.345 

313 
7.1 

4,389 

160 
11 

1,924 

15.4 
14.5 
24.2 
45.9 

19.1 
17.4 
49.1 

9.7 
4.8 

92.4 
5.5 
2.1 

289,300       253,572 

3.0 
17.0 
53.1 
15.4 
11.4 

-5.4 
-9.2 
26.9 

10.1 
20.5 
19.6 
49.8 

15,192 

40.5 
23.5 
13.2 
10.9 
11.9 

.98 

8,780 
18.7 

1,141 
5.4 

21,290 

940 
10.2 

9,241 

198 
11 

2,377 

10.2 
9.0 

18.2 
62.6 

19.8 
18.9 
38.5 
17.9 
4.8 

84.4 
11.2 
4.3 

3.2 
10.3 
49.6 
19.5 
17.4 

3.0 
1.2 

51.6 

12.2 
24.9 
21.3 
41.6 

31,542 

9.6 
17.7 
31.3 
28.5 
13.0 

2,778 
40.2 

116 
.8 

14,004 

127 
4.5 

2,802 

113 
11 

1,357 

23.3 
22.6 
29.4 
24.7 

16.7 
19.9 
54.7 

3.6 
5.1 

94.3 
4.6 
1.2 

53,547 

1 

9.1^ 
26.1 
31.3 
33.5 

.50 

14,137 
41.1 

1,121 
16.1 

6.956 

227 
12 

2,726 

3.8 
5.2 

13.7 
77.4 

31.5 
16.1 
26.9 
23.0 

2.5 

87.1 
8.6 
4.4 

1.7 
15.4 
58.3 
15.3 
9.3 

-2.8 
-4.6 
32,8 

6.5 
17.9 
17.0 
58.6 

2.4 
6.4 

37.2 
28.4 
25.6 

7.3 
6.9 

82.7 

11.1 
29.6 
29.5 
29.9 

33,030 

11.6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 

.71 

5,124 
100.0 

1,158 383 
5.3 2.0 

21,751 19,227 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

139 
11 

1,672 

18.9 
18.5 
25.9 
36.7 

19.3 
19.2 
48.8 

8.1 
4.6 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

350,257        236,989        442,463        279,953 

2.0 
13.5 
54.2 
17.7 
12.6 

.5 
-1.1 

42.2 

7.8 
20.4 
19.3 
52.5 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 37-Charaetert8tlca of farm oparator houaeholda, by poverty atatua and dependence on farm 
income, 1988-Contlnuea 

Poverty status 

Item 

At or above      Below 
poverty poverty 
threehold     threehold 

Dependence on farm income 

No       Off-farm Income received 
off-farm         Alt 
income   Farm < off    Farm > off houeeholde 

U.S. region (PercenQ: 
South 
West 
Nor^eaet 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent : 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Totai value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

43.0 
13.0 
6.2 

37.7 

42.3 
11.7 
6.9 

39.1 

42.4 
12.6 
9.1 

35.7 

46.9 
13.0 

6.1 
33.9 

22.7 
10.8 
6.1 

60.4 

42.8 
12.7 
6.4 

36.1 

72.1 
21.9 

4.1 
1.8 

709 
24.0 

3.3 
1.8 

48.6 
37.2 

8.8 
5.4 

85.1 
12.8 

1.5 
.6 

22.4 
60.1 
12.3 
5.3 

71.8 
22.5 

3.9 
1.8 

75.9 24.1 24.7 36.1 39.3 100.0 

9.463 3,5^ 2,334 7.117 3,610 13,061 

na " Not applicable. 
^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1968 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 38-Characterl8tlc8 of farm operator households, by poverty status and dependence on farm Income, 1989 

Poverty status 

Kern 

At or above 
poverty 
threshold 

Below 
poverty 

threshold 

Dependence on farm income 

No       Off-farm Income received 
off-farm —-       All 
Income   Farm < off    Farm > off households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receh/lng farm Income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing Income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 and more 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent) : 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average doliere) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

1,252,917 
73.0 

96,996 
1,395,062 

1.1 
2.5 

96.1 

50.0 

53 

462,424 
27.0 

30,353 
507,161 

1.1 
2.5 

96.7 

49.0 

54 

216,867 
12.6 

27,425 
262,264 

1.2 
2.7 

93.0 

44.4 

52 

1.245,190 
72.6 

66,276 
1,337,346 

1.2 
2.4 

97.4 

51.4 

53 

253,264 
14.8 

33.648 
302,633 

1.2 
2.5 

93.5 

50.9 

51 

1,715,341 
100 

27,349 
1,902,243 

1.1 
2.5 

96.3 

49.8 

53 

10.5 
20.0 
24.6 
22.4 
22.5 

12.1 
18.7 
18.2 
22.2 
28.8 

13.4 
19.8 
20.3 
25.1 
21.5 

10.1 
19.3 
23.5 
21.1 
26.0 

13.2 
21.2 
21.8 
26.1 
17,7 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

22.e 
40.4 
20.4 
16.4 

34.6 
37.6 
17.2 
10.6 

23.3 
41.2 
19.6 
15.9 

27.3 
38.6 
19.2 
15.0 

22.0 
43.4 
21.3 
13.3 

26.0 
39.6 
19.6 
14.8 

51.0 
49.0 

66.8 
33.2 

76.8 
23.2 

43.5 
56.5 

94.6 
5.4 

55.2 
44.8 

2.9 3.0 2.9 2.9 3.1 2.9 

8.0 
43.0 
19.0 
17.7 
12.3 

11.6 
38.1 
19.2 
14.6 
16.5 

12.7 
40.2 
19.4 
13.4 
14.2 

8.6 
42.6 
19.1 
17.5 
12.2 

7.8 
38.5 
18.2 
16.8 
16.6 

9.0 
41.7 
19.0 
16,9 
13,4 

12,912 -13,482 15,763 -5,400 52,308 5,^6 

49.4 
21.6 
12.6 
9.0 
7.4 

79.8 
18.4 

0 
0 
0 

43.6 
19.7 
14.5 
10.7 
11.5 

71.7 
2Z,B 

4.4 
0 
0 

0 
11.5 
31,6 
30.9 
26.1 

57.6 
20.7 
9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

33,338 
93.8 

35,556 

6,946 
69.9 

9,948 

na 
na 
na 

34,009 
100.0 

34,015 

10,398 
100.0 

10,421 

26,223 
87.3 

30,029 

8,001 
16.9 

47.386 

824 
7.7 

10,821 

na 
na 
na 

8,057 
17.2 

46,927 

1,471 
13.2 

11.248 

6,066 
14.4 

42,096 

17,072 
58.3 

29,273 

3,452 
33,9 

10,197 

na 
na 
na 

17,651 
62.8 

28,116 

3,978 
41.7 

9,544 

13,401 
51.7 

25,907 

3,856 
54.3 

7,099 

780 
29.0 

2,686 

na 
na 
na 

3,546 
50.9 

6,966 

3,068 
71.5 

4.294 

3,027 
47.5 

6,373 

4,408 
33.4 

13,210 

1,890 
29.4 

6.422 

na 
na 
na 

4,755 
38.9 

12,213 

1,882 
27.4 

6,863 

3,729 
32.3 

11,543 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 38-Characterl8tlC8 of farm operator households, by poverty status and dependence on farm 
income, 1989-Contlnuecl 

ttem 

Poverty status Dependence on farm income 

At or above       Below No       Off-farm income received 
poverty poverty off-farm       All 
threshold      threshold income   Farm < off    Farm > off  households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent: 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000 • $24,999 
$25,000 - $49,9^ 
$50,000 and more 

Qini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, att farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worl(ed on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

46,250 -6,537 15,763 28,609 

0 
4.1 

36.2 
37.4 
22.3 

.48 

4,109 
75.9 

481 
2.4 

19,759 

427 
8.1 

5,310 

129 
11 

1,546 

21.2 
20.7 
26.4 
31.7 

21.3 
18.3 
44.6 

7.6 
8.2 

44.5 
47.7 
7.8 

0 
0 

na 

2,541 
24.1 

433 
3.3 

13,145 

269 
5.9 

4,564 

154 
11 

1.843 

18.6 
15.0 
23.9 
42.4 

21.1 
17.7 
44.9 

8.4 
8.0 

43.6 
19.7 
14.5 
10.7 
11.5 

.98 

5,861 
18.7 

1,478 
7.3 

20,355 

814 
9.7 

8,376 

184 
11 

2.203 

15.5 
13.4 
14.0 
57.0 

22.4 
20.6 
34.3 
14.3 
8.4 

8.9 
17.1 
31.9 
29.0 
13.1 

.62 

2,192 
40.2 

117 
1.2 

9,968 

134 
4.9 

2,698 

108 
11 

1,299 

24.7 
23.0 
29.8 
22.4 

18.9 
18.1 
50.3 

3.6 
9.2 

62,706 

0 
6.6 

23.9 
33.2 
36.4 

.53 

11,001 
41.1 

1,326 
6.0 

21,943 

1,252 
17.9 

6,983 

228 
12 

2,739 

4.1 
5.2 

16.4 
75.4 

31.8 
16.3 
25.9 
22.9 

3.1 

32,019 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

.68 

3,956 
100.0 

468 
2.7 

17,564 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

136 
11 

1,626 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 

7.8 
8.2 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 • $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
in favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owjied 
Full ownership 

91.9 
6.3 
1.9 

1.7 
11.0 
51.7 
19.4 
16.2 

3.1 
2.2 

49.1 

8.4 
16.9 
19.7 
55.1 

92.0 
5.8 
2.3 

336,700       310,794 

2.8 
15.2 
51.2 
17.2 
13.7 

-4.1 
-6.6 
27.3 

9.4 
20.9 
19.0 
50.7 

84.2 
10.5 
5.3 

3.4 
8.6 

41.9 
21.7 
24.3 

2.4 
1.2 

54.4 

10.9 
19.0 
22.4 
47.7 

94.3 
4.7 
1.0 

1.9 
14.2 
56.9 
16.5 
10.5 

-2.1 
-3.6 
33.4 

7.5 
15.9 
16.9 
59.7 

86.5 
9.4 
4.1 

505,453   262,801   508,214 

1.5 
4.8 

33.8 
27.7 
32.2 

8.2 
7.9 

82.0 

12.3 
27.2 
29.8 
30.7 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

29,716 

2.0 
12.1 
51.6 
18.8 
15.5 

1.2 
1 

43.2 

8.7 
18.0 
19.5 
53.9 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 38-Characterl8ttC8 of farm operator households, by poverty status and dependence on farm 
Income, 1989-^Contlnuea 

Poverty status Dependence on farm income 

At or above       Below No       Off-farm income received 
poverty poverty off-farm         All 
threshold     threshold        Income   Farm < off    Farm > off households Item 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,0CX) 
$50.CX)0 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

39.6 
15.2 
5.6 

39.6 

72.3 
21.7 

4.1 
2.0 

77.6 

8,420 

42.6 
14.0 

7.1 
36.4 

75.6 
19.9 

0 
0 

22.4 

3,150 

39.5 
18.3 
6.4 

35.8 

52.9 
34.9 
6.8 
5.5 

27.6 

2.260 

45.0 
14.7 
6.0 

34.3 

87.0 
11.2 

0 
0 

32.1 

6,440 

18.6 
13.1 
5.6 

62.7 

22.7 
58.7 
13.2 
5.4 

40.3 

2,870 

40.4 
14.9 
6.0 

38.7 

73.2 
21.2 

3.8 
1.8 

100.0 

11,570 

^ Negative returns, close to zero. 
na = Not applicable. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 39-Characteri8tie8 of farm operator households, by poverty status and dependence on farm income, 1990 

Itom 

Farm$ and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing larm income (Number) 
Househotds receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
{Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Perceni} : 

Younger than 35 years 
35-44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farrn income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Poverty status Dependence on farm Income 

At or above       Below No Off-farm Income received 
poverty         poverty 
threshold     threshold 

off-farm All 

income Farm < off Farm > off  households 

1,357,772      380,247 141,371 1,327,628 ^,(m    1,738,019 
78.1            21.9 8.1 76.4 15.5           100.0 

105,984        24,399 16,653 81,123 32,606       130,382 
1,516,666      411,485 165,937 1,443,478 318,736     1,928,151 

1.1               1.1 1.2 1.1 1.2               1.1 
2.5              2.3 2.5 2.4 2.5              2.5 

96.1            97.0 94.0 96.9 94.1             96.3 

49.5 

52 

53.3 48.9 

49 

49.9 

53 

51,7 

51 

50.2 

52 

See footnotes at end of table. 

10.7 
21.2 
22.9 
23.9 
21.3 

15.4 
19.0 
17.3 
21.9 
26.4 

19.3 
22.6 
19.1 
24.4 
14.5 

10.5 
20.3 
21.4 
23.3 
24.5 

13.7 
21.8 
24.3 
24.0 
16.2 

11.7 
20.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22.4 

21.5 
40.9 
19.8 
17.8 

33.4 
39.0 
16.0 
11.6 

27.2 
44.3 
15.8 
12.7 

24.4 
39.0 
19.0 
17.6 

21.0 
45.6 
20.3 
12.9 

24.1 
40.5 
19.0 
16.5 

50.4 
49.6 

75.9 
24.1 

96.7 
3.3 

43.6 
56.4 

95.5 
4.5 

56.0 
44.0 

2.9 3.0 3.1 2.9 3.1 3.0 

7.9 
42.1 
19.0 
17.5 
13.5 

12.4 
35.7 
18.4 
16.0 
17.5 

10.9 
37.7 
18.1 
17,8 
15.6 

8,8 
42,1 
19,0 
16.5 
13.6 

8.6 
35.5 
18.3 
^.2 
17.3 

8.9 
40.7 
18.9 
17,2 
14.4 

11,686 -15,480 24,313 -5,196 49,965 5,742 

48.8 
22.5 
12.1 
9.1 
7.6 

78.7 
19.5 

1.8 
0 
0 

30.9 
18.3 
18.7 
15.5 
16,5 

69.1 
24.0 

5.1 
0 
0 

0 
13.1 
28.3 
30.6 
27.7 

55.3 
21.8 
9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

40,093 
94.9 

42.265 

8,881 
81.2 

10,942 

na 
na 
na 

41,418 
100.0 

41,418 

10,509 
100.0 

10,509 

33,265 
91.9 

36.210 

9.448 
18.4 

51,405 

1,019 
10.2 

9.956 

na 
na 
na 

9,712 
19.5 

49,885 

1.196 
11.1 

10,738 

7,604 
16.6 

45,813 

20,764 
63.0 

32,955 

4,355 
40.7 

10,696 

na 
na 
na 

21,555 
66.6 

32,370 

4,576 
46.9 

9,754 

17,174 
58.1 

29,544 

3.627 
53.9 

7,096 

966 
32.7 

2,956 

na 
na 
na 

3,675 
51.0 

7,201 

2.542 
66.6 

3,813 

3.201 
49.3 

6,494 

6.054 
38.7 

15,647 

2,542 
38.0 

6,663 

na 
na 
na 

6,475 
44.1 

14.673 

2,194 
31.3 

7,019 

5.286 
38.5 

13,712 

Continued- 
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Table 39-Characteri8tiG8 of farm operator households, by poverty status and dependence on farm 
income, 1990-Contlnued 

Poverty status Dependence on farm income 

No       Off-farm income received At or above Below 
poverty poverty off-farm - All ~        rtii 

Item thr^hold threshold income Farm < off Farm > off households 

Household income (Average dollars) 51,779 -6,599 24,313 36,222 60,474 39,007 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 0 39.4 30.9 7.9 .4 8.6 
$0-$9,999 2.9 51.6 18.3 14.1 8.7 13.6 
$10,000-$24,999 32.3 9.0 18.7 29.5 20.5 27.2 
$25,000 - $49,999 36.8 0 15.5 29.5 32.4 ^.8 
$50,000 and more 27.9 0 16.5 19.1 38.0 21.8 

Gini coefficient .48 na .94 .63 .51 .64 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 3,145 3,115 5,880 1,740 8,598 3.138 
Total payments (Percent) 78.3 21.7 15.2 42.4 42.4 100.0 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent)   î 

449 
2.2 

404 
3.4 

1,360 
7.3 

154 
1.3 

1,362 
5.6 

439 
2.6 

Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 20,413 11,832 18,536 11,708 24,398 17,812 

Households with members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 359 201 648 141 1,062 324 
Households with paid members (Percent) 7.9 6.4 8.4 5.5 17.0 7.5 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 4,564 3,145 7,674 2,537 6,263 4,301 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 128 162 226 107 229 136 
l^onths 11 11 11 11 12 11 
Hours per year 1,541 1,939 2,718 1,286 2,745 1,628 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 22.7 13.2 6.4 25.3 5.0 20.6 
500 - 999 hours 18.9 15.9 3.6 22.6 4.6 18.3 
1,000-1,999 hours 26.6 25.1 17.4 29.8 13.3 26.3 
2,000 hours or more 31.8 45.8 72.5 22.3 77,1 34.9 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 19,7 18.3 19.4 17.3 29.8 19.4 
Other crops 20.0 19.1 24.9 20.1 15.7 19.8 
Beef, hogs, sheep 46.1 45.5 29.5 50.9 30.4 46.0 
Dairy 7.7 9.0 21.9 3.9 20.9 8.0 
Other livestock 6.5 8.1 4.2 7.9 3.2 6.8 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent) : 
Sole DroDrietorshiD 91.5 91.8 85.2 93.5 85.3 91.6 
.egal partnership 6.3 6.4 7,9 5.2 10.9 6.3 
-amily corporation 2.2 1.8 6.9 1.2 3.8 2.1 

Far m net worth (Average dollars) 341,161 297,033 466,014 281,612 507,053 331,506 
Farhfi net worth (Percent): 

sjegative 1.3 2.4 2.2 1.6 0 1.5 
10 - $49,999 11.8 17.1 9.9 15,2 0 13.0 
^50,000 - $249,999 49.0 49.4 40.6 53.4 32.0 49.1 
(250,000 - $499.999 20.7 18.2 22.8 17.8 30.6 20.2 
(500,000 and more 17.2 12.9 24.5 12.0 32.9 16.2 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 2.5 -4.9 3.3 -1.9 7.3 1.0 
Rate of return on equity 1.5 -8.1 1.6 -3.4 6.7 -.4 
In favorable financial position 79.5 20.5 20.3 36.8 42.9 43.7 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 7.6 10.3 13.6 6.7 12.5 8.2 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 17.8 20.2 22.1 15.7 29.1 18.3 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 18.9 19.9 22.1 16.4 30.7 19.1 
Full ownership 55.8 49.5 42.3 61.1 27.7 54.4 

G AÛ f^rhfnntoe ot AnH fif tàhlfi. Continued- 
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Table 39-CharaeterlstlC8 of farm operator households, by poverty status and dependence on farm 
income, 1990-Contlñuecl 

Poverty status Dependence on farm income 

Item 

At or above 
poverty 
threshold 

Below 
poverty 

threshold 

No 
off-farm 
income 

Off-farm income received 
Ail 

Farm < off    Farm > off  households 

U.S. regiorj (Percent: 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249.999 
$250,000 - $499.999 
$500.000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

40.6 
14.5 
5.7 

39.2 

71.8 
21.8 
4.4 
2.1 

79.5 

9,581 

38.1 
12,4 
7.6 

41.9 

72.2 
22.6 
3.4 
1.9 

20.5 

2,797 

32.3 
15.5 
8.2 

44.0 

36.2 
46.4 
10.7 
6.6 

20.3 

1.532 

44.9 
14.1 
6.0 

35.0 

85.9 
12.0 

0 
0 

36.8 

7,793 

20.4 
12.6 
5.6 

61.4 

21.4 
58,4 
13.8 
6.4 

42.9 

3,053 

40.1 
14.0 
6.1 

39.8 

71.8 
22.0 

4.1 
2.0 

100.0 

12.378 

na = Not applicable. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 40-CharacterÍ8tlc8 of farm operator households, by net worth of farm business, 1988 

Net worth of farm business 

Item 

Farms and households: , 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
■Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm Income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent) : 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Househoids reporting income (Percent) 
Per porting household (Average) 

Negative 
$0- 

!H9,999 
$50,000- 

$249,999 
$250,000- 
$499,999 

$500,000 
and more 

All 
households 

34.188 
2.0 

3,856 
39,618 

1.2 
2.4 

94.1 

47.6 

44 

236,649 
13.5 

7,157 
244,818 

1.0 
2,1 

98.5 

52.1 

46 

948,429 
54.2 

47,779 
1,006,342 

1.1 
2.2 

97.6 

53.0 

54 

309,387 
17.7 

26,729 
343,953 

1.1 
2.3 

95.7 

50.1 

55 

220,193 
12.6 

46,040 
293,316 

1.3 
2.6 

88.7 

46.9 

55 

1,748.845 
100.0 

131,561 
1,928,047 

1.1 
2.4 

96.2 

50.0 

53 

See footnotes at end of table. 

22.3 
36.1 
17.3 
19.9 
4.4 

27.2 
26.4 
19.9 
12.6 
13.9 

10.1 
16.4 
22.8 
23.4 
25.2 

6.3 
15.8 
23.3 
28.3 
26.3 

5.7 
16.0 
24.8 
30.5 
23.0 

11.5 
19.1 
22.7 
23.6 
23.2 

16.1 
41.3 
23.6 
19.0 

29.8 
40.6 
19.3 
10.3 

29.2 
38.9 
19.7 
12.3 

22.0 
42.5 
21.4 
14.1 

17.6 
35.2 
23.9 
23,3 

26.3 
39.3 
20.5 
13.9 

62.7 
37.3 

39.1 
60.9 

49.5 
50.5 

73.5 
26.5 

78.3 
21.7 

56.3 
43.7 

3.5 3.2 2.9 2.9 2.9 2.9 

10,7 
24.0 
18.4 
20.1 
26.8 

10.4 
27.9 
21.5 
21.2 
19.1 

8.2 
43.8 
20.0 
16.6 
11.5 

5.6 
49.7 
17.4 
14.7 
12.6 

6.7 
46.3 
18.5 
15.1 
13.4 

7.9 
42.6 
19.5 
16.7 
13.3 

4.195 -943 273 8.050 21,238 4,201 

52.7 
20.6 

9.6 
9.1 
8.0 

66.1 
26.2 

4.1 
2.9 

.7 

60.9 
25.8 

8.0 
3.4 
1.9 

46.8 
18.6 
15.2 
12.0 
7.5 

41.6 
12.0 
15.0 
12.7 
18.8 

56.5 
22.7 

9.7 
6.1 
4.9 

16,751 
82.1 

20,394 

20,673 
91.7 

22,548 

24,581 
90.0 

27,315 

27,750 
88.0 

31,546 

59,281 
84.9 

69,835 

28,829 
89.1 

32.368 

3,648 
15.4 

23,655 

3,502 
13.6 

25,746 

5,360 
15.5 

34,628 

8.614 
18.3 

47,157 

32,308 
19.4 

166,693 

9,044 
16.2 

55,797 

11,039 
61.1 

18,074 

14.436 
67.1 

21,521 

13.768 
53.9 

25.521 

11.607 
41.5 

27,999 

11.805 
34.9 

33,806 

13,176 
51.3 

25,705 

953 
35.0 

2,723 

499 
28.0 

1,786 

1,715 
47.3 

3.622 

3,352 
60.4 

5,553 

9,015 
64.9 

13,896 

2,744 
49.0 

5,602 

1,112 
16.7 

6,641 

2,235 
28.8 

7,773 

3,739 
36.4 

10,264 

4,177 
36.3 

11,500 

6,153 
31.9 

19,265 

3,866 
34.4 

11,230 

Continued- 
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Table 40-Character]8tiC8 of farm operator houaeholds, by net worth of farm t)U8lness, 1988-^Continueci 

Net worth of farm business 

Hem Negative 
$0- 

$49,999 
$50,000- 

$249,999 
$250,000* 
$499,9^ 

$500,000 
arid more 

Ail 
househoids 

Household income (Average dollars) 20,946 
Household income (PereenQ : 

Negative 23.0 
$0-^,999 14.9 
$10,000-$24,999 25.7 
$25,000 - $49,999 24.6 
$50,000 and more 11.8 

Qini coefficient .88 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 10,4^ 
Total payments (Percent) 4.0 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm Income only 73.1 
Based on earned off-farm Income only 55.8 
Based on total off-farm income only ^.2 
Based on total household income 40.7 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 53.4 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 30.4 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business; 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 572 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 3.2 
Wages paid, per reporting farm {Average dollars) 17,948 

Households with members paid to worl< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 369 
Housóholdá with paid members (Percent) 8.5 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 4,344 

Time operators worl(ed on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 158 
Months 11 
Hours per year 1,901 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 18.1 
500-999 hours 13.5 
nOOO-1,999 hours 17.5 
2,000 hours or more 50.9 

Commodity specialty (Percent) : 
Cash grains 32.9 
Other crop 24.6 
Beef, hog. sheep 31.0 
Dairy 11.5^ 
Other livestock ^ 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 86.5 
Legal partnership 10.1 
Family corporation 3.3 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets .6 
Rate of return on equity 16.5 
In favorable financial position 4.0 

Farm tenancy (Percent) : 
Full tenant 37.1 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 23.6 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 16.7 
Full ownership 22.6 

19,730 24,854 

9.2 
26.4 
^.9 
26.2 

5.3 

.57 

1.816 
4.8 

90.0 
44.7 
34.0 
32.9 

20.6 
11.4 

66 
.4 

17.253 

62 
3.6 

1,741 

99 
11 

1,187 

30.1 
24.8 
24.5 
20.6 

16.9 
23.5 
48.9 

4.2 
6.5 

97.1 
2.5 

.5 

-8.2 
-25.5 
24.9 

27.5 
18.8 
9.2 

44.4 

10.1 
18.5 
32.9 
27.8 
10.7 

.59 

2,683 
28.4 

86.1 
49.3 
27.9 
25.6 

25.8 
15.8 

98 
.7 

13,336 

134 
4.9 

2.760 

121 
11 

1,458 

21.9 
20.9 
28.8 
28.4 

16.7 
19.2 
53.2 

6,4 
4.5 

95.0 
3.9 
1.0 

-2.1 
-4.7 
38.3 

4.9 
19.9 
16.1 
59.1 

35,800 

13.1 
12.4 
22.5 
28.8 
23.2 

.66 

7,447 
25.7 

63.3 
60.9 
34.4 
22.S 

44.9 
31.8 

290 
1.7 

16,942 

475 
9.2 

5,170 

175 
11 

2,102 

9.9 
13.8 
24.7 
51.7 

24.5 
16.1 
43.2 
12.0 
4.1 

80,618        33,030 

90.8 
7.6 
1.6 

.8 
-.6 

56.4 

2.4 
22.2 
26.4 
49.0 

16.6 
7.2 

14.2 
22.0 
39.9 

.82 

15,100 
37.1 

53.1 
64.7 
39.4 
23.7 

56.7 
40.1 

2,053 
9.3 

21,968 

1,521 
15.6 

9.743 

207 
12 

2,478 

7.0 
8.6 

18.0 
66.4 

23.4 
18.2 
40.5 
13.8 

4.1 

77.0 
14.9 

8.1 

2.2 
1.3 

63.7 

2.0 
21.0 
34.8 
42.2 

11.6 
17.0 
28.5 
27.0 
15.9 

.71 

5,124 
100.0 

78.2 
52.8 
31.8 
26.2 

21.4 

383 
2.0 

19,227 

364 
6.9 

5,290 

139 
11 

1,672 

18.9 
18.5 
25.9 
36.7 

19.3 
19.2 
48.8 

8.T 
4.6 

92.1 
5.9 
2.0 

.5 
-1.1 
42.2 

7.8 
20.4 
19.3 
52.5 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 40-Characteri8tlc8 of farm operator houaeholds, by net worth of farm business, 1988-Contlnued 

Net worth of farm business 

Item Negative 
$0- 

$49,999 
$50,000- 

$249,999 
$250,000- 
$499,999 

$500,000 All 
and more    liouseholds 

U.S. region (Percent : 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250.000 - $499,^9 
$500,000 and more 

Totai vaiue of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

34.9 
19.2 

50.8 
10.7 
4.0 

34.5 

46.0 
11.0 
6.4 

36.6 

34.4 
13.7 
7.3 

44.6 

54.4 
35.3 
5.6 
4.7 

89.4 
9.8 

83.1 
15.4 
1.2 
.3 

53.3 
39.5 
5.7 
1.4 

3.6 4.5 25.9 23.6 

467 1,140 4.894 2,786 

33.5 42.8 
19.4 12.7 
8.4 6.4 

38.7 38.1 

32.8 71.8 
40.7 22.5 
16.1 3.9 
10.4 1.8 

42.4 100.0 

3,774 13.061 

^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 41-Characterl8tlc8 offarm operator househoids, by net worth of farm business, 1969 

Net worth of farm business 

Hem 

Farms and househokis: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm Income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share Income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35-44 years 
45-54 years 
55-64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent) : 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For ail households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For ail housel^oids (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

See footnotes at end of table. 

Negative 
$0- 

$49,999 
$50,000- 
$249,999 

$250,000- 
$499.999 

$500,000 
and more 

34,382 
2.0 

2,128 
38,595 

1.1 
3.0 

96.8 

48.4 

43 

208,166 
12.1 

10,260 
222,510 

1.1 
2.4 

97.5 

49.5 

47 

684,461 
51.6 

2©,377 
93r,047 

1.1 
2.3 

97.9 

53.1 

53 

322,733 
18.8 

^,128 
349,387 

1.1 
2.2 

96.7 

52.1 

55 

265.599 
15.5 

53,456 
354,704 

1.3 
2.7 

89.2 

56 

All 
households 

1,715.341 
100.0 

127,349 
1,902,243 

1.1 
2.5 

96.3 

49.8 

53 

21.6 
36.5 
28.1 

13.8^ 
1 

24.4 
22.5 
20.6 
15.0 
17.5 

10.6 
21.2 
23.5 
20.5 
24.2 

7.0 
16.6 
21.3 
27.2 
27.9 

4.9 
13.9 
23.7 
30.2 
27.3 

11.0 
19.7 
22.9 
22.3 
24.2 

21.7 
37.7 
22.7 
17.9 

29.3 
38.9 
21.3 
10.4 

28.7 
39.0 
19.2 
13.1 

23.1 
41.4 
18.8 
16.7 

18.5 
40.3 
19.8 
21.5 

26.0 
39.6 
19.6 
14.8 

54.0 
46.0 

32.6 
67.4 

47.0 
53.0 

71.9 
28.1 

80.2 
19.8 

55.2 
44.8 

3.4 3.2 3.0 2.8 2.8 2.9 
1 

36.6^ 
19.0 
22.3 
2ZA 

10.8 
29.0 
20.4 
22.6 
17.2 

9.5 
40.6 
19.6 
17.3 
13.0 

7.6 
47.5 
17.6 
15.1 
12.2 

7.7 
49.9 
17.8 
12.6 
12.0 

9.0 
41.7 
19.0 
16.9 
13.4 

2,998 -257 840 8,400 24,245 5,796 

64.1 
19.6 

10.6^ 
1 

5.7 

67.1 
25.2 

4.4 
1.7 
1.7 

63.5 
22.6 

8.1 
3.8 
1.9 

48.0 
19.5 
15.7 
10.4 
6.4 

41.0 
12.7 
12.3 
15.3 
18.8 

57.6 
20.7 

9.7 
6.6 
5.4 

18,640 
78.5 

23,738 

20,160 
91.0 

22,t57 

25,524 
89.7 

28,454 

24,354 
,  85.4 
28,521 

36,555 
80.1 

45,664 

26,223 
87.3 

30,029 

5,616 
14.5 

38,765 

2,441 
12.3 

19,339 

4.437 
14.7 

30,287 

5.158 
14.0 

36,854 

15,494 
15.8 

98,313 

6,066 
14.4 

42.096 

11,165 
60.6 

18.412 

15,051 
65.3 

23.047 

15.400 
57.4 

26.811 

11,110 
44.4 

25,041 

8.523 
29.9 

28,549 

13,401 
51.7 

25,907 

641 
18.3 

3,508 

509 
28.1 

1,814 

2,227 
46.2 

4.824 

3,352 
57.2 

5,857 

7,580 
59.2 

12.811 

3,027 
47.5 

6,373 

1,218 
14.1 

8,646 

2,159 
25.8 

8.363 

3,461 
32.4 

10.676 

4,735 
36.3 

13,040 

4.958 
34.5 

14,356 

3,729 
32.3 

11,543 

Continued- 
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Table 41-Characteristics of farm operator households, by net worth of farm business, 1989^Contlnued 

item 

Net worth of farm business 

so- 
Negative     $49,999 

$50,000- 
$249,999 

$250,000- 
$4^,999 

$500,000 
and more 

Aii 
househotds 

IHousehoid income (Average doilars) 
Household income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

21.638 

24.0 
13.4 
34.4 
14.7 
13.5 

19,903       26,364 

7.5 
26.6 
35.4 
25.2 
5.3 

10.4 
17.2 
31.7 
26.4 
12.2 

32,754 

13.3 
12.7 
25.5 
29.1 
19.5 

60.800 

17.6 
7.2 

15.4 
24.9 
34.9 

32,019 

12.0 
15.9 
28.5 
27.3 
16.3 

Gini coefficient .52 .58 .65 .80 .68 

Direct government payments (Average doliars) 
Totai payments (Percent) 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm Income only 
Based on ail off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

7,586 
3.8 

81.5 
48.1 
41.3 
37.3 

1,170 
3.6 

92.1 
45.8 
35.4 
33.9 

2.120 
27.6 

86.7 
49.1 
30.5 
26.7 

5,406 
25.7 

66.3 
64.1 
39.0 
24.6 

10.029 
39.3 

51.7 
72.6 
45.3 
23.8 

3.956 
100.0 

78.0 
55.2 
35.2 
27.0 

Dependence oh farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

43.4 
19.4 

18.2 
10.7 

25.4 
15.0 

44.6 
31.3 

60.1 
42.5 

33.9 
21.9 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average doliars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households wKh members paid to wori< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1.000 -1.999 hours 
2.000 hours or more 

1,086 
6.7 

16,133 

277 
d 

3,413 

136 
11 

1,635 

22.4 
1 

35.6^ 
42.1 

71 
d 

15,295 

31 
3.3 
918 

81 
11 

969 

35.5 
26.7 
23.6 
14.2 

128 
1.2 

10,575 

128 
5.0 

2,554 

116 
11 

1,393 

23.2 
22.7 
28.7 
25.5 

301 
2.1 

14,324 

436 
11.4 

3,812 

172 
11 

2,063 

12.5 
11.9 
27.1 
48.4 

2.033 
9.4 

21,654 

1,468 
14.0 

10,510 

199 
12 

2,384 

9.5 
10.1 
17.1 
63.3 

468 
2.7 

17,554 

385 
7.5 

5,151 

136 
11 

1,626 

20.5 
19.2 
25.7 
34.6 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

25.4 
23.9 
34.3 

15.3^ 
1 

18.9 
20.2 
48.9 

2.6 
9.4 

19.4 
18.1 
47.9 

5.9 
8.7 

24.9 
15.5 
41.1 
12.0 
6.5 

24.0 
19.2 
36.4 
13.4 
7.0 

21.2 
18.1 
44.7 
7.8 
8.2 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

89.6 
10.3^ 

1.7 
11,3 

36.7 
22.3 

8,7 
32.4 

95.6 
4.4^ 

1 

-7.4 
-20.2 
28.7 

29.1 
14.4 
8.2 

48.3 

95.3 
4.0 

.7 

-1.4 
-3.8 
37.1 

7.2 
17.7 
15.8 
59.2 

92.2 
6.2 
1.6 

1.4 
2 

56.3 

2.1 
20.3 
26.4 
51.2 

77.4 
15.0 
7.6 

2.4 
1.7 

64.7 

1.8 
18.2 
33.5 
46.5 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

1.2 
1.2 

43.2 

8.7 
18.0 
19.5 
53.9 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued» 
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Table 41-Characterlstlcs of farm oi^rator houaatioldt, by nat worth of farm bualneaa, 1M9-Continued 

Nat worth of farm business 

Item Negative 

U.S. region (PeroenQ : 
South 
West 
Northeast 
MidwMt 

Economic s^a^ farm (PeroenQ: 
Less than $50.000 
$50,000 - «49,9W 
$250,000 - $49e.9g9 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Ferceni} 

Sample size 

$0- 
$48,999 

$50,000- 
$249,999 

$250,000- 
$499,999 

$600,000 All 
and more    households 

47.1 
22.8 

30.1^ 

47.1 
12.6 
3.4 

36.9 

43.2 
12.5 
5.7 

36.6 

35.1 
14.8 
6.6 

43.5 

31.5 
23.7 
8.4 

36.4 

40.4 
14.9 
6.0 

38.7 

69.7 
20.4 
4.6 
5.3 

93.4 64.4 
14,3 
1.1 
.2 

59.5 
35.0 
4.7 
.9 

37.0 
39.4 
14.3 
9.3 

73.2 
21.2 
3.6 
1.8 

2.6 2.7 24.4 21.6 46.5 100.0 

262 669 4,277 2,529 3,633 11,570 

^ a Data are not sufficient for disclosure. 
CategorlesaracomblnedwKh adjacent category due te disclosure considerations. ^ Positive returns, close to zero 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Sourcei 19^ Farm Costa and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 42--Characteristics of farm operator households, by net worth of farm business, 1990 

Net worth of farm business 

Item 
$0- $50,000- $250,000- $500,000 Ail 

Negative $49,999 $249,999 $499,999 and more households 

26,613 225.359 852.840 350.816 282,391 1,738.019 
1.5 13.0 49.1 20.2 16.3 100.0 

1,324 6.868 39.355 25,841 54.994 130.382 
28,897 237.478 902.175 386,397 371,203 1,928,151 

1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.3 1.1 
2.7 2.4 2.3 2.5 2.6 2.4 

97.3 96.2 97.6 96.4 69.6 96.3 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income goirtg to farm operator household (Percent 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
Some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent) : 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm business income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Off-farm wages/salaries: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting Income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Interest and dividends: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Other off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

See footnotes at end of table. 

45.6 55.0 

47 

52.3 

52 

51.5 

55 

47.5 

55 

50.2 

^ 

23.1 
41.3 
14.9 

20.7| 

22.6 
29.9 
15.3 
17.2 
15.0 

12.6 
19.8 
22.4 
21.8 
23.3 

7.1 
19.6 
21.1 
26.5 
25.7 

5.0 
15.5 
25.8 
30.5 
23.2 

11.7 
20.7 
21.7 
23.5 
22.4 

15.8 
38.9 
25.1 
20.2 

29.7 
40.6 
18.7 
11.0 

27.0 
41.5 
17.8 
13.8 

20.9 
39.8 
20.4 
18.9 

15.6 
38.3 
20.5 
25.5 

24.1 
40.5 
19.0 
16.5 

42.3 
57.7 

37.4 
62.6 

48.8 
51.2 

69.1 
30.9 

77.5 
22.5 

56.0 
44.0 

3.3 3.2 2.9 2.9 2.9 3.0 

1 

36.4^ 
21.5 
23.6 
18.5 

10.0 
29.7 
20.3 
19.1 
20.9 

9.9 
40.4 
18.3 
17.0 
14.5 

7.5 
44.6 
19.5 
16.5 
11,6 

7.3 
46.4 
18.4 
16.5 
11.3 

8.9 
40.7 
18.9 
17.2 
14,4 

•3.969 -947 907 7.514 24,396 5,742 

62.8 
18.5 

13.6^ 
1 

5.1 

68.1 
23.7 

5.3 
2.3 

.7 

60.1 
25.2 

8.1 
4.4 
2.2 

47.6 
19.8 
13.6 
11.7 
7.2 

39.4 
13.0 
14.4 
13.5 
19.8 

55.3 
21.8 
9.8 
7.1 
5.9 

36,270 
88.4 

41,044 

26,146 
93.6 

30,012 

28.609 
93.3 

30,670 

32,370 
90.6 

35,650 

52,238 
87.7 

59,546 

33,265 
91.9 

36,210 

14,010 
23.9 

56,680 

5,499 
15.5 

35.367 

4.928 
16.3 

30,320 

6,543 
16.1 

40,637 

18,079 
18.4 

98,211 

7.604 
16.6 

45,813 

16.580 
72.0 

23,034 

19,508 
72.6 

26,659 

17,471 
62.0 

26,183 

14,705 
50.7 

29.030 

17,536 
42.9 

40,905 

17,174 
58.1 

29,544 

1.985 
38.1 

5,204 

818 
29.6 

2,750 

1,881 
46.3 

4,066 

4.516 
59.3 

7,619 

7,570 
62.8 

12,060 

3,201 
49.3 

6,494 

3,696 
30.0 

12,307 

2,321 
27.1 

8,571 

4.329 
38.8 

11.169 

6,606 
42.7 

15.479 

9,052 
42.7 

21,178 

5.286 
36.5 

13,712 

Continued- 
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Table 42--CharacteristiC8 of farm operator households, by net worth of farm business, 1990-Contlnued 

Net worth of farm business 

Item Negative 
$0- 

$49,999 
$50,000- 

$249,999 
$250,000- 
$499,999 

$500,000 
and more 

All 
households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household Income (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

32,302 

18.7 
11.3 
27.7 
24.5 
17.8 

27,199 

6.4 
19.6 
38.1 
27.5 
8.5 

29,516 

7.7 
15.6 
29.4 
31.0 
16.3 

39.883 

8.9 
11.5 
24.7 
30.1 
24.8 

76,637 

11.8 
5.6 

14.8 
219 
45.9 

39,007 

8.6 
13.6 
27.2 
28.8 
21.8 

Qint coefficient .91 .56 .53 .60 .72 .64 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

5,103 
2.5 

820 
3.4 

1^657 
25.9 

4,009 
25.8 

8,195 
42.4 

3,138 
100.0 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm Income only 
Based on total household income 

82.8 
38.4 
34.0 
34.4 

92.5 
38.7 
29.3 
28.9 

SSA 
44.1 
25.2 
22.0 

68.7 
59.3 
32.4 
19.7 

52.1 
62.8 
36.1 
17.3 

77.5 
49.4 
29.1 
21.9 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

35.5 
16.7 

14.2 
7.8 

22.2 
14.6 

39.2 
30.4 

52.1 
40.3 

29.6 
21.1 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

437 
d 

11,514 

80 
d 

24,522 

139 
1.4 

10,259 

284 
1.9 

14,898 

1,825 
8.1 

22,538 

439 
2.5 

17,812 

Households with members paid to worl< on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

261 
7.8 

3,347 

72 
4.8 

1,491 

87 
5.2 

1,671 

450 
10.1 

4,451 

1,094 
13.6 

8,048 

324 
7.5 

4,301 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

133 
11 

1,601 

92 
11 

1,109 

116 
11 

1.393 

166 
11 

1,988 

192 
11 

2,307 

136 
11 

1,628 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500-999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

22.7 
20.1 
20.0 
37.2 

33.5 
24.7 
24.9 
17.0 

23.1 
21.3 
30.0 
25.6 

12.6 
13.8 
26.3 
47.3 

12.5 
9.5 

16,6 
61.4 

20.6 
18.3 
26.3 
34.9 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crops 
Beef, hogs, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

27.3 
17.1 
45.5 

10.0^ 
1 

14.9 
24.8 
46.1 
4.2 

10.0 

18.0 
20.1 
48 2 

6.0 
7.7 

22.8 
16.0 
45.1 
11.1 

5.1 

22.1 
20.1 
40.4 
13.4 
4.0 

19.4 
19.8 
46.0 

8.0 
6.8 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent) : 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

91.2 
8.8l 

94.8 
5.3^ 

1 

94.7 
4.4 

.9 

92.0 
6.5 
1.5 

79.3 
13.5 
7.3 

91.6 
6.3 
2.1 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
in favorable financial position 

-8.5 
45.1 
6.0 

-9.2 
-25.6 
24.2 

-1.9 
-4.6 
37.3 

1.2 
-.3 

56.3 

2.5 
1.6 

66.1 

1.0 
-.4 

43.7 

Farm tenancy (Percent) : 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

39.5 
16.7 
8.9 

34.9 

26.1 
14.2 
8.4 

51.3 

6.8 
17.9 
16.0 
59.3 

2.9 
20.8 
23,8 
52.4 

1.6 
19.8 
32.3 
46.4 

8.2 
18.3 
19.1 
54.4 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 42--Characteri8tiC8 of farm operator households, by net worth of farm business, 1990-Contlnued 

Net worth of farm business 

Item Negative 
$0- 

$49,999 
$50,000- 

$249.999 
$250,000- 
$499,999 

$500,000 All 
and more     households 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50.000 - $249,999 
$250.000 - $499,999 
$500.000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

39,2 
21.3 

1 

39.5^ 

69.8 
24.9 
5.3^ 

2.4 

246 

47.2 
14.8 
3.7 

34.3 

91.6 
8.4^ 

6.4 

978 

43.1 
11.6 
5.4 

39.9 

83.7 
14.6 

1.3 
.4 

21.5 

4,707 

36.1 
11.8 
7.7 

44.4 

58.7 
35.0 

5.1 
1.2 

22.4 

2,770 

30.3 40.1 
22.6 14.0 

8.4 6.1 
38.6 39.8 

36.9 
39.1 
14.5 
9.6 

47.4 

71.8 
22.0 

4.1 
2.0 

100.0 

3,677 12,378 

d = Data are not sufficient for disclosure. 
^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Table 43-Characterl8tlC8 of farm operator households, by farm residency, 1988 

l^e$idency 
All 

Item                                                                                                    Farm Off-farm households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing famn Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing Income (Number) 
Farm Income going to farm operator household (Percent} 
Farm Income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent) : 

Younger than 35 years 
35-44 years 
45-54 years 
55 ^64 years 
65 years or older 

Spouse age (Average) 
Spouse age (Percent) : 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45-54 years 
55-64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

* 1,555,412 
90.0 

109,319 
1,720,918 

1.1 
2.5 

96.6 

51.9 

54 

10.2 
19iO 
22.6 
24.0 
24.2 

50 

13,4 
22.8 
22.8 
26.0 
15.1 

30.4 
39.4 
17.8 
12.5 

172,149 1,727,560 
10.0 100.0 

^,748 139,067 
^0,^6 1,941,214 

1.3 1.1 
2.6 2.5 

90.4 96.0 

44.8 

51 

16.7 
18.4 
25.7 
21.5 
17.7 

49 

17.4 
23.3 
23.0 
17.2 
19.1 

17.3 
.  33.6 

23.2 
^.9 

50.4 

53 

10.9 
18.9 
22.9 
23.7 
23.6 

50 

13.8 
22.8 
22.8 
25.2 
15.4 

29.1 
38.8 
18.3 
13.8 

Spouse education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Spouse major occupation (Percent: 
Farming 
Homemal(ing 
Other 

20.7 
47.1 
18.9 
13.3 

56.1 
43.9 

20.2 
46.3 
33.5 

11.4 
40.9 
28.1 
19.5 

56.9 
43.1 

20.2 
29.1 
50.8 

19.8 
46.5 
19.8 
13.9 

56.2 
43.8 

20.2 
44.6 
35.2 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent): 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

3.0 

7.9 
42.4 
20.0 
15.5 
14.1 

2.6 

13.1 
48.5 
15.0 
14.8 
8.5 

2.9 

8.4 
43.0 
19.5 
15.5 
13.6 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 • $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

5,238 

57.9 
21.5 

9.3 
5.7 
5.7 

12,824 

41.5 
24.7 
14.4 
9.6 
9.8 

5,994 

56.2 
21.8 
9.8 
6.1 
6,1 

Totaf off-farm Income (Average) 
Total off-farm Income (Percent): 

$$9,999 or less 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000-$49,999 
$50,000 and more 

25,007 

36.3 
27.1 
25.1 
11.4 

29,829 

36.7 
22.1 
23.7 
17.5 

25,488 

36.4 
26.6 
25.0 
12.1 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued" 
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Table 43-Characterl8tic8 of farm operator houeeholda, by farm reatdency, 1988-Continued 

Item Farm 

Residency 

Off-farm 
All 

households 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household Income (Percent: 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Qini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on total off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm Income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Spouses paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to spouses, all farms (Average dollars) 
Spouses paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with other members paid to work on the farm: 
Wages paid to members, ail farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worl(ed on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000-1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Share of paid hours worked on the farm^ (Percent): 
Operator 
Spouse 
All other paid workers^ 

Share of unpaid hours worked on the farm^ (Percent): 
Operator 
Spouse 
All other unpaid workers^ 

Share of total hours worked on the farm^ (Percent): 
Operator 
Spouse 
Ail other workers^ 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

30,245 

11.7 
15.8 
29.7 
26.1 
16.6 

.68 

5.310 
62.8 

79.5 
54.5 
32.1 
27.0 

33.0 
21.3 

448 
2.8 

16,210 

64 
2.3 

3,665 

304 
7.3 

4,181 

138 
11 

1.658 

20.2 
17.0 
25.7 
37.1 

12.0 
2.3 

85.7 

68.9 
16.6 
14.5 

54.8 
13.0 
32.1 

15.7 
19.2 
50.9 
8.8 
5.4 

42,653 31,481 

13.3 
9,1 

22.6 
31.0 
24.0 

11.9 
15.2 
29.0 
26.6 
17.3 

.76 .69 

9,939 
17.2 

5.771 
100.0 

63.8 
^.7 
33.1 
19.0 

77.9 
53.9 
32.2 
26.2 

43.9 
30.6 

34.1 
22.2 

1,202 
5.4 

22,205 

524 
3.0 

17.277 

43 
d 

4,638 

79 
2.1 

3,707 

247 
3.0 

8,198 

^8 
6.9 

4,357 

136 
11 

1.638 

138 
11 

1,656 

17.6 
16.0 
29.4 
37.0 

19.9 
16.9 
26.1 
37.1 

9.^ 

90.9 

11.0 
1.7 

87.3 

70.3 
11.0 
18.7 

69.1 
16.1 
14.9 

35.2 
4.9 

59.9 

51.9 
11.8 
36.3 

32.4 

2 

17.3 
19.5 
49.6 

8.2 
5.0 

Continued- See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 43-Characterl8tlC8 of farm operator tiouseholder by farm residency, 1988-Coiitinued 

Residency 
All 

Item                                                                                                          Farm                                     Off-farm households 

Legal form offarm organization (Percent: 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent : 

Negative 
$0 • $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250»000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000-^99.999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

92.9 
5.4 
1.7 

289.053 

2.1 
13.0 
53.9 
16.9 
14.1 

.4 
-1.2 

41.1 

5.7 
19.5 
22.4 
52.3 

43.8 
13.0 
6.7 

36.5 

73.3 
19.8 
5.2 
1.7 

81.3 

2,504 

83.2 
12.3 
4.6 

332.800 

6.1 
17.9 
46.2 
11.6 
18.3 

2.6 
1.0 

49.9 

22.7 
22.9 
14.6 
39.7 

57.1 
12.8 
3.0 

27.1 

61.6 
22.3 
12.0 

4.1 

18.7 

407 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

293,412 

2.5 
13.5 
53.1 
16.3 
14.5 

.6 
-.9 

42.0 

7.4 
19.8 
21.7 
51.1 

45.1 
13.0 
6.3 

35.6 

72.2 
20.1 

5.8 
1.9 

100.0 

2,911 

d = Data are not sufficient for disclosure. 
^ Represents the hours worked on the farm as a proportion of all hours of labor provided to the farm. ^ Categories are combined with 

adjacent category due to disclosure considerations.     Includes household members other than operator and spouse and workers not in the 
operator's household. 

Note: Perceritages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, Farm Operator Resource version. 
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Table 44-Chara(^eri8tlC8 of farm operator households, by off-farm work, 1988 

Off-farm work 

Hem 
Only 

operator 
Only 

spouse 
Both 
work 

Neither All 
works      households 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Households receiving farm income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator household (Percent) 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator has a spouse (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 
Operator age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35-44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Spouse age (Average) 
Spouse age (Percent): 

Younger than 35 years 
35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
55 - 64 years 
65 years or older 

Operator education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Spouse education (Percent): 
Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 
At least some college 
College degree and beyond 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Spouse major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Homemaking 
Other 

Household size (Average) 
Household size (Percent) : 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 persons 
4 persons 
5 persons or more 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

372,796 
21.6 

15,480 
391,016 

1.0 
2.2 

98.0 

52.0 

79.8 

49 

14.6 
22.6 
28.2 
25.4 
9,2 

47 

15.6 
24.7 
29.6 
22.8 
7.3 

23.4 
42.4 
18.9 
15.2 

21.5 
51.3 
19.3 
7.9 

24.0 
76.0 

27.5 
69.0 
3.5 

3.1 

12.1 
33.0 
24.9 
11.8 
18.2 

-3,736 

68.1 
22.1 

5.5 

216,096 
12.5 

25,844 
255,454 

1.2 
2.5 

93.9 

48.8 

100.0 

52 

9.7 
21.4 
25.4 
25.6 
17.8 

48 

12.8 
26.2 
27.9 

32.8^ 
1 

4,3 

24.7 
41.0 
22.2 
12.1 

9.1 
47.9 
22,8 
20.2 

85.7 
14.3 

5.5 
20.5 
74.1 

3.1 

na 
46.1 
19.1 
19.7 
14.1 

11,012 

45.5 
19.0 
11.6 
13.8 
10.2 

411,987 
23.6 

35,672 
465,865 

1.1 
2.5 

95.9 

52.1 

100.0 

46 

16.4 
31.9 
31.3 

20.4^ 

43 

21.9 
36.3 
25.5 

16.4^ 
1 

17.6 
39.9 
23.5 
18.9 

7.9 
48.4 
25.7 
18.0 

19,5 
80.5 

5.7 
14.4 
79.9 

3.3 

na 
33.7 
25.2 
25.5 
15.5 

-1,070 

71.4 
18.3 
7.6 

2.7^ 

726,682 
42.1 

62,070 
828,879 

1.1 
2.6 

95.6 

49.7 

79.6 

60 

6.2 
8.9 

14.8 
26.8 
43.3 

57 

7.3 
11.0 
15.5 
33.1 
33.0 

39.7 
35.6 
13.9 
10.7 

31.3 
42.1 
14.8 
11.8 

84.7 
15.3 

32.3 
62.6 

5.1 

2.6 

13.4 
52.6 
13.6 
10.4 
10.0 

13.497 

44.7 
24.5 
12.8 
8.2 
9.8 

1,727,560 
100.0 

139,067 
1,941,214 

1.1 
2.5 

96.0 

50.4 

86.1 

53 

10.9 
18.9 
22.9 
23.7 
23.6 

50 

13.8 
22.8 
22.8 
25.2 
15.4 

29.1 
38.8 
18,3 
13.8 

19.8 
46.5 
19.8 
13.9 

56.2 
43.8 

20.2 
44.6 
35.2 

2.9 

8.4 
43.0 
19.5 
15.5 
13.6 

5,994 

56.2 
21.8 

9.8 
6.1 
6.1 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 44-Characterl8tic8 of farm operator households, by off*farm work, 1988-«Continuecl 

Off-farm work 

Item 

Total off-farm income (Average) 
Total off-farm Income (Percent): 

Less than $10,000 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Household income (Average dollars) 
Household income (Percent: 

Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Gini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on total off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Operators paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to operators, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Spouses paid a wage by the farm business: 
Wages paid to spouses, all farms (Average dollars) 
Operators paid a wage (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Households with other members paid to work on the farm 
Wages paid to members, all farms (Average dollars) 
Households with paid members (Percent) 
Wages paid, per reporting farm (Average dollars) 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operator by hours worked on the farm (Percent): 
Less than 500 hours 
500 - 999 hours 
1,000 -1,999 hours 
2,000 hours or more 

Share of paid hours worked on the farm^ (Percent): 
Operator 
Spouse 
All other paid workers^ 

Share of unpaid hours worked on the farm^ (Percent): 
Operator 
Spouse 
All other unpaid workers^ 

Share of total hours worked on the farm^ (Percent): 
Operator 
Spouse 
All other workers^ 

Only 
operator 

Only 
spouse 

30,893 22,765 

18.4 
39.1 
^.1 
13.5 

27.1 
42.3 
23.5 

7.1 

>7,157 33,778 

9.8 
12.3 
364 
27.7 
13.8 

11^1 
9.8 

29.6 

20.8 

.63 .64 

2,401 
9.0 

10,837 
28.5 

89.9 
28.9 
19.6 
23.1 

64.8 
40.4 
26.0 
19.3 

17.8 
8.0 

43.1 
32.0 

44 
d 

5,^4 

913 
6.1 

14.894 

8 
d 

1,640 

36 
d 

1,750 

70 
4.2 

1,665 

333 
9.5 

3,491 

96 
11 

1,152 

180 
11 

2,161 

28.5 
24.0 
30.3 
17 2 

1 

21.9^ 
18.6 
59.5 

d 
d 

96.9 

d 
d 

87.7 

69.3 
18.8 
11.9 

78.9 
9.8 

11.3 

58,1 
15.7 
26.1 

53.2 
6.2 

40.6 

Both 
work 

41.225 

10.8 
14.3 
46.5 
28.5 

40,154 

6.2 
7.6 

20.0 
42.1 
24.0 

.45 

2,394 
9.9 

90.4 
12.9 
11.6 
14.3 

12.0 
5.8 

40 
d 

6,301 

7 
d 

1.134 

108 
6.2 

1,747 

98 
11 

1,178 

24.8 
22.0 
35.6 
17.5 

d 
d 

95.8 

68.7 
16.3 
15.0 

61.5 
14.6 
24.0 

Neither 
works 

All 
households 

14,602 25,488 

62.9 
22.6 
11.1 
3.5 

16.4 
22.5 
30.2 
16.6 
14.3 

.85 

7,909 
57.6 

68.6 
94.0 
^.2 
36.6 

52.3 
35.9 

928 
4.6 

19,984 

170 
3.9 

4,392 

513 
7.8 

6,594 

170 
11 

2,035 

15.1 
12.5 
20.7 
51.7 

12.3 
2.3 

85.5 

66.6 
16.8 
16.6 

47.7 
11.8 
40.5 

36.4 
26.6 
25.0 
12.1 

1,099        31.481 

11.9 
15.2 
29.0 
26.6 
17.3 

5,771 
100.0 

77.9 
53.9 
32.2 
26.2 

34.1 
22.2 

524 
3.0 

17,277 

79 
2.1 

3,707 

298 
6.9 

4,357 

138 
11 

1,656 

19.9 
16.9 
26.1 
37.1 

11.0 
1.7 

87.3 

69.1 
16.1 
14.9 

51.9 
11.8 
36.3 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table ^-Characteristics of farm operator households, by off-farm work, 1988-Contlnued 

Off-farm work 

Item 
Only 

operator 
Only 

spouse 
Both 
work 

Neither All 
works      households 

Commodity special^ (Percent): 
Cash grains 
Other crop 
Beef, hog, sheep 
Dairy 
Other livestock 

Legal form of farm organization (Percent): 
Sole proprietorship 
Legal partnership 
Family corporation 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 
Farm net worth (Percent): 

Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
in favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50-percent owned 
Part tenant, 50 percent or more owned 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Economic size of farm (Percent): 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Total value of production (Percent) 

Sample size 

14.8 
22.2 
53.5 
9.6^ 

1 

96.2 
3.7^ 

208,992 

4.4 
18,9 
56.3 
10.3 
10.2 

-2.1 
-4.2 
32.0 

11.6 
14.9 
16.7 
56.8 

45.3 
14.4 
8.0 

32.3 

88.4 
9.3 

2.3^ 
1 

9.8 

477 

22.0 
18.1 
39.1 

20.8^ 

87.7 
8.4 
3.9 

320,375 

2.6 
8.8 

52.0 
18.8 
17.8 

2.4 
.8 

48.6 

10.4 
26.2 
22.2 
41,1 

41.7 
13.8 
4.0 

40.6 

52.8 
31.7 
13.0 
2.5 

19.7 

509 

17.9 
17.1 
57.0 
8.0^ 

1 

94.1 
5.9^ 

181,538 

2.6 
22.5 
56.3 
11.3 
7.2 

-1.7 
-3.8 
26.8 

6.4 
21.9 
18.6 
53.1 

53.4 
10.6 
5.0 

31.0 

87.5 
10.8 
1.7^ 

7.9 

536 

16.9 
20.0 
47.1 
12.7 
3.2 

17.3 
19.5 
49.8 

8.2 
5.0 

89.8 
7.9 
2.3 

91.9 
6.1 
2.0 

2,129 ^3,412 

1.5 
7.0 

50.0 
21.6 
20.0 

2.5 
13.5 
53.1 
16.3 
14.5 

1.6 
.3 

53.8 

.6 
-.9 

42.0 

5.0 
19.3 
25.8 
50.0 

7.4 
19.8 
21.7 
51.1 

41.3 
13.4 
6.9 

38.4 

45.1 
13.0 
6.3 

35.6 

60.9 
27.3 

8.2 
3.6 

72.2 
20.1 
5.8 
1.9 

62.5 100.0 

1,389 2,911 

d = Data are not sufficient for disclosure,  na = Not appttcabie. 
^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. ^ Represents the hours worked on the farm as a 

proportion of ail hours of labor provided to the farm. ^ Includes household members other than operator and spouse and workers not in the 
operator*s household. 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, Farm Operator Resource version. 
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Table 45-Source of off-farm income, by household member, 1088 

Houêdhold mdmbdfs 

Item Operator Spouse 

Other 
household 
members 

AM 
households 

Off-farm Income for all households by source (Average dollars): 
Wages and salaries 8,395 
Nonfarm business income 4,951 
Interest and dividends 2,321 
Retirement, pensions, disability payments 2,815 
Other off-farm Income 614 
Total off-farm income 19,096 

Househtold members receiving any off-farm income by source (Percent): 
Wages and salaries 37.4 
Off-farm business Income 12.2 
Interest and dividends 46.9 
Retirement, per>sions, disability payments 29.3 
Other off-farm income 7.7 
Any off-farm income 82.7 

Off-farm income per reporting household by source (Average dollars): 
Wages and salaries 22,451 
Nonfarm business income 40,557 
Interest and dividends 4,952 
Retirement pensions, disabllily 9,595 
Other off-farm income 8,CXD2 
Total off-farm income 23,092 

Source of off-farm income for each household member (Percent): 
Wages and salaries 44.0 
Nonfarm business Income ^.0 
Interest and dividends 12.2 
Retirement, pensions, disability payments 14J 
Other off-farm income 3.2 

Contribution of each household member to off-farm income 
by source (Percent): 

Wages and salaries 65.1 
Nonfarm business income 86.8 
Interest and dividends 90.3 
Retirement, pensions, disability payments 80.5 
Other off-farm income 88 J 
Total off-farm income 75.4 

3,991 
622 
209 
561 

74 
5,457 

30.0 
3.4 
6.9 

12.5 
1.6 

45.6 

13.288 
18.442 
3,028 
4,473 
4,488 

11,956 

73.1 
11.4 
3.8 

10.3 
1.3 

31.0 
10.9 
8.1 

16.0 
10.6 
21.5 

491 
128 
41 

121 
4 

785 

5.1 
d 

2.0 
2.2 

d 
7.6 

9,715 
24,648 
2,722 
6,042 
2,606 

10,380 

62.5 
16.3 
5.2 

15.4 
.6 

3.8 
2.2 
1.6 
3.5 

.6 
3.1 

12.877 
5.701 
2,571 
3.497 

692 
25,338 

51.3 
13.8 
48.3 
32.1 
8.8 

86.7 

25,121 
41,321 

5.321 
10.910 
7,885 

29,225 

50.8 
22.5 
10.1 
13.8 
2.7 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

d - Data are not sufficient for disclosure. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, Farm Operator Resource version. 
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Table 46--Hour8 of farm and off-farm work of operator and apouse, 1966 

Hem Operator Spouse^ 

Farm hours: 

Working zero hours (Number) 

Working any hours, paid or unpaid (Number) 
Hours per week (Number) 
Contribution of total hours (Percent)^ 

Working any hours for pay (Number) 
Wage rate (Average dollars/hour) 
Contribution of total hours (Percent)^ 

na 

1,727.560 
33 

51.9 

52,557 
7.49 
11.0 

779,268 

725,097 
18 

11.8 

36,931 
9.06 

1.7 

Off-farm hours: 

Working zero hours (NumlDsr) 

Working any hours (Number)^ 
IHours per week (Number) 
Wage rate (Average dollars/hour) 

942,778 

784,762 
36 

16.26 

876.282 

628.083 
32 

8.02 

Total hours: 

Working zero hours (Number) 

Working any hours (Number) 
IHours per week (Number) 

na 

1,727,560 
49 

430,307 

1,074,057 
31 

Major occupation (Percent): 
Farm or ranch work 
Homemaking 
Other than farming 

56.2 
na 

43.8 

20.2 
44.6 
35.2 

na = Not applicable. 
^ Eighty-seven percent of operators had spouses. ^ The residual amount of hours Is contributed by other 

members of the household or any other paid or unpaid worker. ^ Including work for pay in an off-farm business 
and/or as an off-farm employee. 

Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Sun/ey, Farm Operator Resource version. 
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Table 47--Characteri8tiC8 of farm operator householdsv by gender of operator, 1990 

Item 

Gender of operator 

Male Female 

1,058,624 
94.3 

94,385 
1,180,376 

1.1 
2.3 

95.6 

64,258 
5.7 

5,347 
71,738 

1.1 
2.4 

96.1 

50.4 53.3 

53 53 

12.2 12.4 

63.6 
36.4 

55.6 
44.4 

89.9 
22.0 

52.7 
d 

3.0 2.5 

21 
4 

10 
82.6 

17 
2 
7 

68.7 

9,483 -6,354 

50.3 
49.7 

71.4 
29.6 

33,031 
88.9 

37,137 

26,197 
94.9 

27,617 

42,514 19,843 

.63 .73 

4,373 
97.8 

1.602 
2.2 

69,0 
54.5 
32.0 
21.6 

d 
d 
d 
d 

37.9 
28.7 

d 
d 

157 
11 

1.890 

97 
10 

1,165 

13.9 
67.5 

58.6 
41.3 

41.8 
58.2 

28.9 
71.1 

At! 
househotde 

Farms and households: 
Farm operator households (Number) 
Farm operator households (Percent) 
Farms shearing farm Income (Number) 
Households receiving farm Income (Number) 
Households per farm (Number) 
Households per farm reporting sharing income (Number) 
Farm Income going to farm operator household (Percent 
Farm income going to farm operator households 

who share income (Percent) 

Operator age (Average) 

Operator education (Average years) 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Operator has a spouse (Percent) 
Spouse is considered an operator (Percent) 

Household size average) 

Number of years farming this land (Average) 
Number of years farming other iand (Average) 
Number of years working on a farm (Average) 
Reared on a farm (Percent) 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm income to household (Percent): 

Negative farm income 
Positive farm income 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Household income (Average dollars) 

Gini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent) 

Households with Income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total tiousehold Income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Time operators worked on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 1,000 hours 
1,000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Crops 
Livestock 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 

1,122,882 
100.0 

99,732 
1,252,114 

1.1 
2.3 

95.6 

50.6 

53 

12.2 

63.1 
36.9 

87.7 
^.8 

3.0 

20 
4 
9 

81.8 

8,577 

51.5 
49.5 

^,640 
89.3 

36,558 

41,217 

4.214 
1X.0 

70.3 
54.6 
31.7 
21.8 

36.6 
27.5 

154 
11 

1,848 

33.9 
76.1 

415.543 254,488 

40.6 
59.4 

406,^7 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 47-Charactert8tlC8 of farm operator households, by gender of operator, 1990--Contlnued 

Gender of operator 

Item Male Female 
All 

households 

Farm tenancy (Percent: 
Tenant 
Full ownership 

Farm financial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financiat position 

U.S. region (Percent): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Sample size 

57.0 
43.0 

1.7 
.2 

45.4 

32.7 
19.1 
8.5 

39.7 

1,767 

100.0^ 

-3.4 
-4.7 
29.4 

35.9 
36.9 

27.2^ 

113 

55.3 
44.7 

1.5 
.1 

44.5 

32.9 
20.1 

8.9 
38.1 

1,880 

d = Data Is insufficient for disclosure. 
^ Categories are combined with adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, Farm Operator Resource version. 
Note: The 1990 Farm Operator Resource version significantly undercounts small farms, see text for further explanation. 
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Table 48-CharaGterl8tlc8 of farm operator householda,'^/race of operator, 1990 

Item 

Race of operator 

White Other^ 

1,053,430 
93.8 

94,651 
1,174,927 

1.1 
2.3 

95.6 

69,453 
6.2 

5,081 
77,187 

1.1 
2.5 

96.0 

50.8 45.7 

53 54 

12.7 11.8 

63.5 
36.5 

58.2 
41.8 

88.1 
21.8 

82.1 
d 

3.0 2.8 

21 
4 
9 

81.8 

18 
2 

11 
80.7 

8.902 3,641 

51.3 
48.7 

55.3 
44.7 

33,217 
88.8 

37,390 

23,892 
96.0 

24,882 

42,119 27.533 

.63 .70 

4,306 
96.0 

2,006 
4.0 

69.8 
54.6 
31.6 
21.6 

76.8 
55.1 
33.2 
26.0 

37.1 
26.0 

29.9 
18.8 

155 
11 

1,860 

139 
11 

1.664 

33.3 
66.7 

42.2 
57.8 

40.4 
59.6 

44.3 
56.7 

All 
houeeholde 

Farms and houeeholde: 
Farm operator houeeholde (Numbei) 
Farm operator houeehold (PercenQ 
Farms sharing farm income (Number) 
Househojde receiving farm income (Number) 
Houeeholde per farm (Number) 
Househoide per farm reporting sharing Income (Number) 
Farm income going to farm operator houeehold (Percent 
Farm income going to farm operator houeeholde 

who ehare income (PercenQ 

Operator age (Average) 

Operator education (Average years) 

Operator major occupation (Percent): 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Operator has a spouse (PercenQ 
Spouse considered an operator (Percent 

Household size (Average) 

Number of years farming this land (Average) 
Number of years farming other land (Average) 
Number of years working on a farm (Average) 
Reared on a farm (Percent 

Farm income to household (Average dollars) 
Farm Income to household (Percent): 

Negative farm income 
Positive farm income 

Total off-farm income: 
For all households (Average dollars) 
Households reporting income (Percent) 
Per reporting household (Average dollars) 

Household income (Average dollars) 

Gini coefficient 

Direct government payments (Average dollars) 
Total payments (Percent 

Households with income below poverty threshold (Percent): 
Based on farm Income only 
Based on earned off-farm income only 
Based on all off-farm income only 
Based on total household income 

Dependence on farm income (Percent): 
Absolute value of farm income exceeds off-farm 
Actual value of farm income exceeds off-farm 

Time operators woriced on the farm (Number): 
Hours per month 
Months 
Hours per year 

Operators worked on the farm, by hours (Percent): 
Less than 1000 hours 
1000 hours or more 

Commodity specialty (Percent): 
Crops 
Livestock 

Farm net worth (Average dollars) 

1.122.882 
100.0 

99.732 
1.252,114 

1.1 
2.3 

95.6 

50.6 

53 

12.2 

63.1 
36.9 

87.7 
23.8 

3.0 

20 
4 
9 

81.8 

8,577 

51.5 
49.5 

32.640 
89.3 

36.558 

41,217 

.63 

4,214 
100.0 

70.3 
54.6 
31.7 
21.8 

413.513 97.324 

36.6 
27.5 

154 
11 

1.848 

33.9 
66.1 

40.6 
59.4 

406,327 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Table 48-Characteristics of farm operator households, by race of operator, 1990-Continued 

Race of operator 

Kern White Other^ 
Alt 

households 

Farm fmancial ratios (Percent): 
Rate of return on assets 
Rate of return on equity 
In favorable financial position 

Farm tenancy (Percent): 
Tenant 
Full ownership 

U.S. region (PercerH): 
South 
West 
Northeast 
Midwest 

Sample size 

1.4 
-.1 

44.5 

55.0 
45.0 

32.6 
20.5 

8.7 
38.2 

1.759 

3.4 
2.5 

45.2 

59.8 
40.2 

37.6 
13.7 

2 

48.7^ 

121 

1.5 
.1 

44.5 

55.3 
44.7 

32.9 
20.1 

8.9 
38.1 

1,880 

d = Data are not sufficient for disclosure. 
^ Other category includes persons reporting themselves as Hispanic, American Indian, Black or Asian. ^ Categories are combined with 

adjacent category due to disclosure considerations. 
Note: Percenteges may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, Farm Operator Resource version. The 1990 Farm Operator Resource version significantly 

undercounts small farms; see text for further explanation. 
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Table 49--Average household expenditures, by household Income, farm size, and farm net worth, 1988-90 

Item 

1988" 
All farm operator households 

Total household income: 
Less than $10,000 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Economic size of farm: 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,^9 
$250,000 • $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm business net worth: 
Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

1989-- 
All farm operator households 

Total household income: 
Less than $10,000 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Economic size of farm: 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm business net worth: 
Negative 
$0-$49,999 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000-$499,999 
$500,000 and more 

1990-- 
Ai^ farm operator households 

Total household income: 
Less than $10,000 
$10,000 - $24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Economic size of farm: 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000-$249,999 
$250,000 • $499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm business net worth: 
Negative 
$0 - $49,999 
$50,000 • $249,999 
$250,000-$499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Household expenditures 

Food and 
household 
supplies 

Housing and 
nonfarm 

transportation 

Medical, 
insurance, 

contributions 

4,114 

3,686 

4,332 

3,716 

3,366 

4,112 

Dollars 

2,405 

2,680 

3.276 

All 
other living 
expenses 

2,614 

2,684 

3,333 

Total 
household 
expenses 

12,848 

3,353 
3,856 
4,610 
4,973 

2,669 
2,896 
4,629 
5,326 

1,911 
2,319 
2,375 
3,367 

1,580 
2,039 
2,982 
4,629 

9,513 
11,110 
14,593 
18,295 

3,831 
4,774 
4,864 
5,561 

3,769 
3,423 
3,991 
3.950 

1,963 
3,187 
4,496 
4.438 

2,264 
3,024 
4,821 
4,738 

11,^7 
14,409 
18,173 
18,686 

4,447 
3.964 
3,964 
4,369 
4,457 

3,852 
3,907 
3,575 
3,887 
3,840 

1.898 
1,885 
2,053 
3,202 
3.363 

2,226 
2,094 
2,236 
3,332 
3,736 

12,423 
11,846 
11,828 
14,790 
15,397 

12,526 

2.899 
3,348 
3.980 
5,155 

1,995 
2,919 
4.247 
5,180 

2,253 
2,304 
2,705 
3,979 

1,907 
1.891 
2.957 
4.917 

9,004 
10.386 
13.929 
20.010 

3,264 
4,547 
5,632 
4,523 

3,361 
3,310 
3,676 
3,435 

2,202 
3,844 
4,358 
2,823 

2,281 
3,536 
4,564 
3,171 

11,139 
15,281 
18.178 
17.422 

3,757 
3,043 
3,461 
3,994 
4,454 

2,440 
2,940 
3.262 
3,402 
4,035 

a.417 
1,620 
2.327 
3.181 
3,824 

2,013 
1,479 
2.321 
2,963 
4,383 

11,593 
9,161 

11,426 
13,621 
17,055 

15,049 

3.338 
3.858 
4.447 
5,335 

2.778 
3,246 
4,186 
5.713 

2,771 
3,049 
3,495 
3,611 

1,945 
2.372 
3,269 
5,187 

10,843 
12,458 
15,585 
19,678 

3,842 
5,062 
5,590 
5,743 

4,350 
3,469 
4,151 
5,405 

2,872 
3,942 
4,191 
3,938 

2.978 
3.805 
4.416 
4,621 

14,008 
16,304 
18,527 
19,721 

4.200 
4,688 
4,075 
4,622 
4,407 

6,769 
5,325 
3.649 
3.941 
4,543 

3,315 
2,854 
2,721 
4,092 
3,839 

3,071 
3,506 
2,561 
3,980 
4,282 

17,382 
16,181 
12,996 
16,666 
17,136 

Source: 1988-90 Farm Costs and Returns Surveys, Farm Operator Resource version. The 1990 Farm Operator Resource version significantly 
undercounts smalf farms; see text for further explanation. 
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Table 50-Average nonfarm assets, debt, and net worth of farm operator households, by economic size of farm, farm 
income, and total household income, 1988^ 

Hem 

All farm operator households 

Economic size of farm: 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000 - $499,999 
$500,000 or more 

Farm income: 
Less than $10,000 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total household income: 
Less than $10,000 
$10,000-$49,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Nonfarm assets, debt, and net worth 

Financial 
assets 

Cars, 
machinery, 

etc. 

All 
other 
assets 

Nonfarm 
debt 

Nonfarm 
net 

worth 

43,541 

39,148 
44,040 
65,620 

135,434 

40,433 
38,376 
56,252 
79,158 

21,381 
28,226 
36,411 

114,790 

13,838 

10,204 
11,9^ 
60,713 
27.669 

10,677 
10.031 
9,356 

65,176 

9.225 
8,897 

11,501 
32,916 

Dollars 

18,930 

13.464 
19,937 
70,690 
56,016 

16,039 
16,564 
35,249 
43,602 

14,382 
10.526 
20.630 
37,514 

12,997 

8,271 
16,964 
39,400 
68,363 

9,849 
17,306 
17,804 
41,730 

9,811 
7,696 

12,095 
28,249 

63,312 

54,545 
58,935 

157,623 
150,756 

57,300 
47,665 
83,053 

116,206 

35,177 
39,953 
56,447 

156,971 

^ Household share of farm business net worth is not available. 
Source: 1988 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, Farm Operator Resource version. 
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Table 51-Average assets, debt, and net wortti of farm operator households, by economic size of farm, farm income, and 
total household income, 1990 

Assets, debt, and net worth of farm operator households 

Item 

All farm operator households 

Economic size of farm: 
Less than $50,000 
$50,000 - $249,999 
$250,000-$499,999 
$500,000 and more 

Farm income: 
Negative 
$0-$9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Total household income: 
Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Farm 
net worth^ 

Nonfarm 
assets 

Nonfarm 
debt 

Nonfarm 
net worth 

Household 
net worth 

Dollars 

350,883 74.641 13,789 60,851 411,685 

232,700 
504,100 
727.999 
788,999 

73,742 
71.362 
74,350 

138,487 

12,919 
13,776 
11.705 
41,785 

60,823 
57,586 
62,645 
96,703 

293,523 
561,686 
790,644 
885,702 

278,177 
227,411 
548,263 
431,531 
641,415 

80,055 
^,655 
80,194 
66,378 
87,770 

15,062 
6.671 
5,952 

23,560 
20,681 

64,993 
45,962 
74,242 
42,818 
67,088 

343,170 
273,394 
622,505 
474.349 
707.503 

360,718 
218.110 
214,949 
383,971 
474.561 

43,429 
32,169 
39,810 
61.983 

142,717 

8,415 
6,181 
4,065 

11,893 
28.150 

35,014 
25,988 
35,745 
50,090 

114,567 

395,732 
244,098 
250,694 
434,061 
589,128 

Farm operator household share of farm net worth only. 
Source: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Sun/ey, Farm Operator Resource version. The 1990 Farm Operator Resource version significantly 

undercounts small farms; see text for further explanation. 
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Appendix I: Survey Response Rates, 
Interview Times, and Data Reiiabiitty 

The Farm Costs and Returns Survey (FCRS) is 
conducted each February and March in the 48 
contiguous States through face-to-face inten/iews. 
The sample Is drawn from a list of medium and 
large farms and an area nonoverlap sample of 
operators of mainly small farms. A response rate is 
calculated as the ratio of the sum of completed 
Interviews, nonfarm screenouts, and duplication 
samples to the sum of these same observations 
plus refusals, inaccessibles, and incomplètes (Rutz 
and Cadwallader). Response rates for all farms 
sampled for the FCRS varied from 71 to 73 percent 
for 1988-90 (appendix table 1). Unfortunately, the 
larger the farms, the lower the expected response 
rate. In 1990, the response rate for the largest 
farms ($500,000 or more in value of farm sales) was 
57 percent, compared with the 71 percent rate for 
all farms sampled. 

The average interview time was 93 minutes. In 
1990, 29.1 percent of the interviews were completed 
within 1 hour, another 50.8 percent took between 1 
and 2 hours, and the remaining 20.1 percent of 
interviews lasted more than 2 hours (appendix table 
1). 

Data users should be aware that the estimates 
reported in this publication have both nonsampling 
and sampling errors. Nonsampling errors are 
usually unplanned errors that are difficult to control. 
One example of a nonsampling error is a refusal. 
Other types of nonsampling errors can occur 
without being detected, for example, if a respondent 
does not know the answer to a question, but makes 
an incorrect guess (House). Sampling errors result 
from the use of a sample of the population rather 
than a complete enumeration of the population of 
interest. Sampling errors are measurable through 
the use of variances. 

Appendix table 1 »Response rates and interview 
times, 1988-90 

Item 1988 1989 1990 

Percent 

Response rate: 

All farms 73 72 71 

Farms sampled from 
list 71 70 69 

Farms with value of 
sales > $500,000 68 61 57 

Refusal rate 19 20 22 

Inaccessible/incomplete 
rate 8 8 

Minutes 

8 

Interview times: 

Average time 93 93 93 

Percent of total 

Lengtii of interview: 

Less than 1 hour 30.7 28.7 29.1 

1 to 2 hours 47.9 51.0 50.8 

2 to 3 hours 16.3 15.9 15.9 

3 or more hours 5.1 4.4 4.2 

Source: Rutz and Cadwallader. 

A common way to measure the reliability of an 
estimate is with relative standard errors (R.S.E.). 
The R.S.E. reflects both the inherent variability of the 
item and the variation resulting from the sample 
design. The R.S.E. is computed by dividing the 
standard deviation of an item by its estimate and 
multiplying by 100.   Appendix tables 2-4 provide 
average values and relative standard errors for four 
major financial variables-net worth, farm income, 
off-farm income, and household income-by the 
standard classifications used in the tables of this 
publication. 
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Appendix table 2-*Mean8 and relative standard errors (R.S.E.) for net worth of farm businesses, and net farm, 
off-farm, and total income of farm operator households, 1988 

Net worth of farm Farm 1 ncome Off-farm income Household income 

Item Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. Mean as,E. Mean R.S.E. 

Dollars Number Dollars Number Dollars Number Dollars Number 

Ail households 279,953 2 4,201 10 28,829 6 33,030 5 

Economic size of farm: 
Less than $50,000 188.012 3 -3.136 7 32.085 7 28.950 8 
$50,000 - $249.999 399,624 4 13,146 7 19.853 6 32,998 5 
$250,000 - $499,999 730.4^ 4 36,457 8 20,263 12 56,811 6 
$500,000 and more 1,460,089 7 113,446 13 29,486 14 142,932 11 

Commodity specialty: 
Cash grains 287,813 3 7,667 12 22,929 5 30,596 4 
Other crop 289.367 6 8.856 13 33,6fi? 8 42,538 7 
Beef, hog, sheep 25e,217 3 -559 87 31,105 11 30,546 10 
Dairy 387.336 5 18.318 7 11,075 7 29,393 5 
Other livestock 271,507 11 -3,903 75 40,130 13 36.227 14 

Legal form of farm organization: 
Sole proprietorship 246,078 2 2,459 15 28,600 6 31,058 6 
Legal partnership 571,861 7 14.882 14 31,845 13 46,727 10 
Family corporation 983,799 9 53,301 21 30,487 13 83,787 14 

Net worth of farm business: 
Negative -79.768 13 4,195 67 16.751 11 20,946 18 
$0 - $49,999 26,863 2 -943 54 20.673 5 19,730 5 
$50,000 - $249.999 132,392 1 273 140 24,581 4 24,854 4 
$250,000 - $499,999 347,910 1 8,050 13 27,750 7 35,800 6 
$500,000 and more 1,147,909 3 21,238 11 59,281 20 80,518 15 

Farm tenancy: 
Full tenant 89,133 6 8,794 18 16,494 6 25,288 7 
Part tenant, less than 50% owned 268.491 3 7,977 14 22,567 4 30,544 5 
Part tenant, 50% or more owned 414.412 3 6.079 14 24,166 5 30,246 5 
Full ownership 263.131 3 1,362 39 34,805 9 36,167 9 

U.S. region: 
South 246,946 4 1,986 31 32,435 12 34.421 11 
West 416,842 7 5,303 29 37,935 7 43,238 7 
Northeast 360,516 7 3,509 48 30.010 12 33,519 11 
Midwest 257,942 2 6,442 10 21,543 5 27,984 4 

Participation in government programs: 
No participation 240,862 3 599 84 33,794 8 34,393 7 
Received less than $5.000 225.378 4 2,342 31 23,284 5 25,625 5 
Received $5,000 - $24,999 343,946 4 9,964 10 17.283 6 27,247 5 
Received $25,000 or more 653,872 4 31,560 9 19,227 7 50,767 6 
All participants 349,287 3 10,592 7 20.018 3 30,610 3 

Operator age: 
Younger than 35 years 175,311 8 5,611 22 24,242 10 29.853 9 
35 - 44 years 239,776 4 3,908 23 29,379 5 33,286 5 
45 ■ 54 years 285,869 4 3,133 27 34,573 7 37,706 5 
55 - 64 years 335,016 4 5,337 17 33,108 20 38,445 17 
65 years or older 302,853 4 3,629 24 20,666 5 24,295 6 

Operator education: 
Less than high school 211.792 4 3.187 21 17,538 7 20,725 7 
High school graduate, no college 261,961 3 4,759 12 23,945 4 28,704 4 
At least some college 303,028 4 4,924 25 40,806 18 45,730 15 
College degree and beyond 426.109 6 3.467 39 46.355 7 49,8?? 7 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued" 
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Appendix table 2--Means and relative Standard errors (R.S.E.) for net worth of farm businesses, and net farm, 
off-farm, and total income of farm operator households, 1988--Continued 

Item 

Net worth of farm Farm mcome Off-farm income 

Mean R.S.E Mean R.S.E Mean R.S.E, 

HouseholcJ Income 

Mean R.S.E. 

Dollars   Number Dollars   Number    Dollars   Number      Dollars     Number 

Operator major occupation: 
Farming 
Other than farming 

Household income: 
Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Farm income: 
Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

Off-farm income: 
Less than $10,000 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49.999 
$50,000 and more 

Poverty status: 
Household income below poverty 

threshold 
Household income at or above poverty 

threshold 

Dependence on farm income: 
No off-farm income 
Farm income is less than off-farm 
Farm income equal to or exceeds 

off-farm 

Farm residency: 
Farm 
Off-farm 

Off-farm work: 
Only operator works off-farm 
Only spouse works off-farm 
Both work work off-farm 
Neither works off-farm 

354,357 
184,282 

2 
4 

10,659 
-4,104 

7 
8 

16,797 
44,300 

3 
8 

27,456 
40,196 

3 
9 

363,455 
166,851 
199,142 
241,485 
550,291 

5 
3 
4 
3 
4 

-30,121 
-2,439 

775 
4,773 

41,495 

4 
10 
32 

9 
6 

6.357 
7,872 

16.370 
30,483 
87,172 

5 
3 
2 
2 

11 

-23,764 
5,433 

17,145 
35,256 

128,667 

5 
2 
1 
1 
7 

235.323 
193,177 
360,558 
460.013 
807.155 

3 
4 
5 
8 
5 

-11,545 
3,448 

16,713 
35,501 

124,165 

3 
3 
1 
1 
4 

35,863 
20,819 
17,195 
15,364 
24,778 

8 
6 
6 

13 
12 

24,318 
24,267 
33,909 
50.866 

148,943 

12 
5 
3 
4 
4 

295,237 
221,929 
231.797 
475,297 

3 
3 
4 
7 

10,830 
2,612 
-405 

■3,382 

7 
21 

155 
50 

3,464 
17,198 
34,982 

125,540 

2 
1 
1 

10 

14,294 
19.810 
34,578 

122,157 

6 
3 
2 

10 

253,572 4 -14,739 4 7,234 3 -7,504 8 

289,300 2 10,912 5 36.481 6 47,392 5 

350,257 
236.989 

6 
3 

15,192 
-5,330 

14 
6 

na 
36,873 

na 
6 

15,192 
31,542 

14 
7 

442,463 

289,053 
332.800 

208,992 
320,375 
181,538 
392.129 

6 
11 

10 
17 
10 
8 

43,635 

5,238 
12,824 

-3,736 
11.012 
-1,070 
13,497 

24 
33 

42 
23 
118 
19 

9,912 

25,007 
29,829 

30,893 
22.765 
41,225 
14,602 

4 
11 

53,547 

30,245 
42,653 

27,157 
33,778 
40,154 
28,099 

5 
12 

9 
8 
6 

10 

na = Not applicable. 
Sources: 1988 Fanm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions.  Farm residency and off-farm work data are from the Farm Operator Resource 

version. 
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Appendix table 3-Means and relative standard errors (R.S.E.) for net worth of farm businesses, and net farm, 
off-farm, and total Income of farm operator households, 1989 

Net worth of farm Farm income Off-farm Income Household income 

Item Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. 

Dollars Number Dollars Number Dollars Number Dollars Number 

All households 329,716 3 5,796 10 26,223 3 32,019 3 

Economic size of farm: 
Less than $50,000 207,336 3 -3,235 10 29,198 3 25,963 4 
$50,000 . $99,999 526,904 5 16,846 6 17,287 4 34,133 3 
$100,000-$249,999 906,333 7 43,201 9 15.752 10 58,953 6 
$500,000 and more 1,748,997 9 162,242 15 32,606 21 194.849 12 

Commodity specialty: 
Cash grains 322,477 4 11,828 16 20,284 4 32,112 6 
Other crop 347,117 6 11,738 15 30,569 6 42,308 6 
Beef, hog, sheep 284,817 5 -296 172 26,597 3 26,301 4 
Dairy 445,465 3 19,795 7 11,043 6 30,838 5 
Other livestock 445,175 5 -3,117 71 44,479 13 41,363 12 

Legal form of farm organization: 
Sole proprietorship 295,587 3 4,374 14 26,506 3 30,879 3 
Legal partnership 595,656 6 17,015 15 23,547 6 40,562 7 
Family corporation 1,086,669 12 36,939 19 21,415 15 58,354 13 

Net worth of farm business: 
Negative 75,570 38 2,998 105 18,640 13 21,638 19 
$0 - $49,999 26,489 3 -257 221 20,160 4 19,903 5 
$50,000 - $249,999 131,497 1 840 52 25,524 4 26,364 4 
$250,000 - $499,999 354,071 1 8,400 23 24,354 5 32.7^ 7 
$500,000 and more 1,250,327 4 24,245 11 26,555 8 60,800 6 

Farm tenancy: 
Full tenant 95,023 6 10,595 16 18,693 6 29,289 7 
Part tenant, less than 50% owned 291,622 3 13,323 18 22,103 6 35,426 8 
Part tenant, 50% or more owned 473.258 4 9,325 11 24,680 7 34,005 6 
Full ownership 328,241 4 1,239 48 . 29,366 4 30,604 4 

U.S. region: 
South 278,286 6 2,014 52 27,730 4 29.744 5 
West 573,544 6 10,131 23 35,737 8 45,869 6 
Northeast 444,104 7 3,591 34 26,972 7 30.563 7 
Midwest 272,057 2 8,419 8 20,879 4 29,297 3 

Participation in government programs: 
No participation 307,703 4 941 64 30,143 4 31,084 4 
Received less than $5,000 253,733 4 2,540 27 22.694 4 25,234 4 
Received $5,000 - $24,999 391,784 3 16,245 7 15,773 5 32,018 4 
Received $25,000 or more 804,061 7 59,124 17 19,962 12 79,086 13 
Alt participants 366,736 3 13,962 9 19,630 3 33.593 4 

Operator age- 
Younger than 35 years 196.629 6 4.461 33 19,932 5 24,3^ 7 
35 - 44 years 256,652 6 5,803 19 29.309 6 35,112 6 
45 - 54 years 310,187 4 5,558 22 34,164 6 39,7^ 5 
55 - 64 years 470,906 6 7,998 22 26,600 5 34.596 6 
65 years or older 337,391 4 4,587 20 18.712 6 23,^9 7 

Operator education: 
Less than high school 241,697 3 3,582 14 18.007 7 21,589 6 
High school graduate, no college 297,124 3 5,986 18 24.083 5 30,069 5 
At least some college 326.514 5 6.439 21 29,873 7 36.312 6 
College degree and beyond 575,190 8 8,322 24 41,516 5 49,838 6 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued- 
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Appendix table 3-Means and relative standard errors (R.S.E.) for net worth of farm businesses, and net farm, 
off-farm, and total income of farm operator households, 1989-Continued 

Net worth of farm Farm income Off-farm income Household income 

Item Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. Mean RS.E. 

Dollars Number Dollars Number Dollars Number Dollars Number 

Operator major occupation: 
Farming 
Other than farming 

402,730 
239,617 

3 
6 

13,662 
-3,910 

8 
8 

15.961 
38.887 

4 
4 

29.623 
34,977 

4 
4 

Household Income: 
Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10.000-$24,999 
$25,000 • $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

471,455 
188,896 
210,337 
281.708 
651.367 

11 
5 
3 
4 
4 

-27,631 
-2,264 

628 
4,792 

48,928 

6 
10 
44 
10 
7 

5.564 
7.684 

16.835 
30.728 
68,309 

7 
3 
2 
2 
6 

-22,067 
5,421 

17,462 
35,520 

279,880 

7 
2 
1 
1 
4 

Farm income: 
Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

263,784 
224,945 
342,566 
525,826 

1,168,368 

5 
4 
3 
7 
5 

-11.301 
3,575 

16,415 
35,042 

141,174 

4 
3 
1 
1 
6 

32,314 
20,072 
14,333 
14,797 
20.197 

4 
4 
6 
8 
7 

21,013 
23.647 
30,747 
49,840 

161,371 

6 
3 
3 
3 
5 

Off-farm Income: 
Less than $10,000 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 • $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

381,007 
247,449 
245,042 
545,620 

5 
3 
5 
6 

13.029 
5,882 

-1,021 
-2,804 

7 
23 
54 
76 

3,233 
17,118 
35.270 

101,277 

3 
1 
1 
5 

16,262 
22,999 
34,248 
98,473 

6 
6 
2 
5 

Poverty status: 
Household income below poverty 

threshold 
Household income at or above poverty 

threshold 

310,794 

336,700 

8 

2 

-13.482 

12.912 

5 

2 

6,946 

33.338 

3 

3 

-6,537 

46,250 

11 

2 

Dependence on farm Income: 
No off-farm income 
Farm income is less than off-farm 
Farm income equal to or exceeds 

off-feirm 

505,453 
262,801 

508,214 

10 
2 

4 

15,763 
-5,400 

52,308 

14 
5 

6 

na 
34,009 

10,398 

na 
3 

5 

15,763 
28,609 

62,706 

14 
3 

5 

na s Not applicable. 
Source: 1989 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions. 
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Appendix table 4«Means and relative standard errors (R.S.E) for net worth of farm businesses, and net farm 
off-farm, and total Income of farm operator households, 1990 

Net worth of farm Farm income Off-farm Income Household income 

Item' Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. 

Dollars Number Dollars Number Dollars Number Dollars Number 

All households 331,506 5 5,742 9 33,265 6 39,007 5 

Economic size of farm: 
Less than $50,000 227,348 9 -3,387 9 37,276 7 33,889 7 
$50,000 ' $99,999 462,280 4 16.236 5 21.602 5 37,838 3 
$100,000-$249,999 78,179 4 53,314 7 25,860 17 79,174 7 
$500,000 and more 1,668,899 8 118,035 13 32,678 11 150,733 10 

Commodity specialty: 
Cash grains 327,136 3 11,183 7 26,579 4 37,762 3 Other crop 368.821 16 9,348 15 42,498 20 51,805 15 Beef, hog, sheep 308,638 4 504 126 35,211 4 35,716 4 Dairy 432,805 4 21,419 8 13,311 7 34,730 6 Other livestock 271,559 12 -3,144 70 35,562 8 32,419 9 

Legal form of farm organization: 
Soie proprietorship 291,688 5 3,611 12 32,522 6 36,134 5 
Legal partnership 643,001 10 17.563 19 42,541 13 60.104 10 Family corporation 1,133,555 12 63,353 20 37.711 15 101.064 13 

Net worth of farm business: 
Negative -44,759 15 ■3,969 152 36,270 t8 32,302 27 $0 - $49,^^9 26,382 3 ■947 53 28,146 11 27,199 11 
$50,000 - $249,999 132.212 1 907 45 28,609 3 ^,516 

39,883 
3 

$250,000 - $499,9^ 346,579 1 7.514 13 32.370 7 Q 
$500,000 and more 1.185,989 5 24,398 11 52,238 19 76,639 12 

Farm tenancy: 
Full tenant 
Part tenant, less than 50% owned 

105.393 
316,138 

5 
3 

14,954 
10,542 

14 
12 

26,680 
28,188 

17 
7 

41,634 
38,730 
39,057 

12 
5 
4 Part tenant. 50% or more owned 415,808 3 9,824 13 29,233 5 Full ownership 328,360 8 1.310 44 37.378 9 38,688 8 

U.S. region: 
South 
West 

276,515 4 2,127 27 33,016 3 35,143 3 
577,160 16 6,712 35 55,877 21 62,589 17 Northeast 

Midwest 
396,059 
290,449 

7 
2 

1,694 
9.661 

108 
8 

38.351 
24,744 

15 
4 

40,045 
34.435 

15 
3 

Participation in Government programs: 
No participation 
Received less than $5,000 
Received $5,000 - $24.999 
Received $25,000 or more 

297,490 
296,743 
436,620 
828,7^ 

7 
5 
3 
4 

1,303 
5.901 

18,675 
49.582 

45 
14 
7 

11 

37,265 
25,228 
24,109 
24.959 

7 
4 
7 
9 

38,568 
31,130 
42,784 
74,541 
39,937 

7 
4 
4 
3 

All participants 403.584 3 15.149 6 24,787 4 3 
Operator age: 

Younger than 35 years 185,511 5 7,036 24 25.569 9 32,608 8 35 - 44 years 294,416 7 6,369 17 36,897 8 43,366 6 45 - 54 years 372,225 7 6.775 16 43,437 7 50,211 6 55 - 64 years 365,595 5 5,862 15 29,277 5 35,139 4 65 years or older 367,657 6 3,364 30 28,279 9 31,643 8 
Operator education: 

Less than high school 
High school graduate, no college 

243,894 
299,573 

4 
3 

3.825 
6.481 

15 
9 

19,363 
26.719 

4 
4 

23,188 
3,200 

45,122 
69.371 

4 
3 
6 

12 

At feast some college 
College degree and beyond 

357,540 
508,156 

7 
12 

7.224 
5,023 

22 
37 

37,898 
64.348 

6 
14 

See footnotes at end of table. 
Contrnued" 
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Appendix table 4-Means and relative standard errors (R.S.E.) for net worth of farm businesses, and net farm, 
off'^farm, and total Income of farm operator households« 1990-Continued 

Net worth of farm Farm income Off-farm income Household income 

Item Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. Mean R.S.E. 

Dollars Number Dollars Number Dollars Number Dollars Number 

Operator major occupation: 
Farming 
Other than farming 

413,970 
226,644 

3 
13 

13,098 
-3,612 

6 
10 

20.526 
49,463 

4 
8 

33,624 
45,851 

3 
8 

Household income: 
Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

447,812 
200,428 
447,812 
267,290 
605,461 

7 
4 
7 
4 
9 

-35,196 
-2.822 

-149 
5,203 

35,272 

6 
11 

176 
8 
6 

8,213 
8,301 

17,663 
30,700 
81,108 

6 
4 
2 
1 
9 

-25,983 
5,479 

17,514 
35,903 

116.379 

7 
2 
1 
1 
6 

Farm income: 
Negative 
$0 - $9,999 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49.999 
$50,000 and more 

279,816 
235.560 
429,855 
461,588 
848,055 

9 
4 
6 
3 
5 

-11,788 
3,557 

16,489 
35,165 

124,278 

3 
3 
1 
1 
4 

41,179 
?6,427 
20,009 
20,948 
21,346 

8 
7 
6 

13 
7 

29,390 
29,984 
36,498 
56,113 

145.624 

11 
6 
3 
5 
4 

Off-farm income: 
Less than $10,000 
$10,000-$24,999 
$25,000 - $49,999 
$50,000 and more 

362,099 
259,228 
263,848 
514,469 

3 
5 
4 

14 

16,984 
4,962 
-818 

-2,418 

6 
14 
81 
66 

3.452 
17,113 
35,540 

111,916 

3 
1 
1 
8 

20,436 
22,074 
34,722 

109,498 

5 
3 
2 
8 

Poverty status: 
Household Income below poverty 

threshold 
Household income at or above poverty 

threshold 

297,033 

341,161 

5 

5 

-15,480 

11,686 

6 

5 

8,881 

40,093 

4 

6 

-6,599 

51,779 

12 

4 

Dependence on farm income: 
No off-farm income 
Farm income is less than off-farm 

466,014 
281,612 

8 
6 

24,313 
-5,196 

12 
6 

na 
41,418 

na 
6 

24,313 
36,222 

12 
6 

Farm income equal to or exceeds 
off-farm 507,053 49,965 10,509 60,474 

Operator gender: 
Male 
Female 

Operator race: 
White 
Other 

415,543 
254.488 

15 
16 

9,483 
-6,354 

17 
74 

33,051 
26,197 

7 
11 

42,514 
19.843 

6 
24 

413,513 
97,324 

15 
13 

8,902 
3,641 

18 
161 

33,217 
23.892 

7 
12 

42,119 
27,533 

6 
19 

na = Not applicable. 
Sources: 1990 Farm Costs and Returns Survey, all versions.  Operator gender and race are from the Farm Operator Resource version. 
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Appendix II:  Measurement Approach of 
the FCRS and the Official Estimates 

Estimates of net farm income from the FCRS and 
the official source, Economic Indicators of the Farm 
Sector: National Financial Summary (U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 1991), are very different 
and are not directly comparable. The estimates 
differ in whose income is being measured.   The net 
Income concept underlying the FCRS is for all farm 
businesses, which are defined as: "...land under 
one operating arrangement on which there were, or 
are expected, sales of at least $1,000 worth of 
crops, livestock, poultry or other agricultural 
products during the year..." (U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, 1989). The official estimate of farm 
income is intended to be that of the whole of the 
farm sector, including contractors of production. 

The FCRS estimate is the aggregation of the 
individual observations from the FCRS, weighted 
appropriately. The official estimate is developed 
from a complex process involving many data 
sources. Although attempts at a reconciliation 
between estimates from the two sources have been 
made, empirical work remains to be done to fully 
explain the differences. 

The FCRS Estimate 

Calculation of the FCRS estimate is the simpler of 
the two estimates to understand. To obtain the 
FCRS estimate, disaggregated income and expense 
data are collected from a statistically representative 
sample of farm operators. These items are then 
aggregated across ail farms. Finally, a net income 
is calculated using a standard accounting definition 
of net cash farm income. An advantage to the 
FCRS data source is that all of the income and 
expense items originate from a single consistent 
source. The FCRS approach also allows for farm- 
level analysis by retaining information on income 
and expenses for individual farms. The 
disadvantages of the FCRS are that undercounting 
of some farms occurs (such as small farms and 
some commodity specializations, such as fruit), and 
there is complete reliance on farmers' financial 
records, or farmers* recall, of income and expenses. 
Both of these may lead to undercounting of income 
and expenses. 

The Official Estimate 

The procedure for calculating the ECIFS, or official, 
estimate of net cash income is complex. Details of 

the process are available in a statistical handbook 
(U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1988). The concept 
of the bottom line, or net cash income, is the net 
income of farm businesses and contractors. 
However» each of the individual income and 
expense items are structured as the income or 
expenses for farm businesses, contractors, and 
landlords combined. In calculating the net income, 
a special line item is introduced to account for 
economic activity of the landlord, so that the bottom 
line is net of landlords. Treatment of this difference 
is obviously one of the reconciliations required 
between the two approaches during the course of a 
comparison. The overriding goal in developing the 
official estimate of net income is that it be as 
accurate as possible at the national and State level 
and that underlying component parts for which 
official USDA estimates are produced, such as 
estimated quantities of corn production, be identical 
to those estimates. This is a chosen approach 
because official point estimates are designed to be 
of the highest quality, and consistency within the 
official agricultural data system is highly desirable. 

The method of calculating net cash farm income for 
the official estimates is to develop an estimate at 
either the State or national level for each of the 
disaggregated income and expense items. 
Generally, each of these estimates comes from a 
different source of data. 

In contrast to the FCRS-based estimate, then, farm- 
level data are not underlying the official estimates. 
On the income side, the major components are 
cash receipts, net Commodity Credit Corporation 
(CCC) loans, direct Government payments, and 
other farm-related income. The cash receipts in the 
official estimate are in large part based on NASS 
production and price estimates, most of which are 
produced from a statistically reliable data collection 
process. However, there are also some 
commodities for which no statistically reliable 
procedure underlies the estimates, and NASS State 
offices are asked to provide their best estimate 
based on their expert judgement. In some cases, 
these estimates are based on State-run, rather than 
on the national, statistical programs. 

All information on Government program activity for 
the sector (direct payments and CCC loan activity) 
is directly obtained from administrative records of 
the USDA agency that administers the programs. 
The administrative data are for the sector as a 
whole, however, and are not generally provided 
separately for farming operations and farm 
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landlords. Based on secondary survey data, an Agriculture, including the follow-on sun/eys to the 
estimate is made of the amount of payments going Census. The Census of Agriculture, like the FCRS, 
to landlords who do not operate farms. is based on the records and recall of individual farm 

operators. Since the FCRS has been in existence» 
Estimates of farm-related income are from a variety the majority of income and expense items on both 
of sources, including the FCRS.  Estimates of most the FCRS and the Census have tracked very 
of the expenses in the official net income estimates consistently, 
are based on the FCRS and the Census of 
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Appendix ill: Definitions 

Absolute value-The numerical value of a real 
number after its sign is removed, also called the 
modulus of a number. 

Economic size of farm-A measure of farm size 
based on the operation's and landlord's value of 
agricultural sales and government payments. 

Farm specialization type-The type of farm 
production that generates the largest portion of the 
gross Income from the farming operation.  In this 
study, five general categories are included: cash 
grains; other crops (tobacco, cotton, other fietd 
crops, vegetables, fruits, nuts, and nursery or 
greenhouse); beef, hogs, and sheep; dairy; and 
other livestock including poultry. 

Favorable financial position-Financial position of 
farms with a debt-to-asset ratio of less than 0.40 
and a positive net farm income. The net farm 
income concept is an accrual concept that includes 
noncash items: depreciation, value of inventory 
change, an imputed value for the operator farm 
dwelling, the value of farm products consumed on 
the farm, and in-kind perquisites for hired labor. 

GinI index-A statistical measure of inequality. In the 
absence of negative values, this measure has a 
lower bound of zero and an upper bound of 1. 
When applied to income, a Gini value of 0 indicates 
perfect equality (that is, all persons are receiving 
equal shares of income). A Gini value of 1 indicates 
perfect inequality (that is, one person receiving ail 
the income and the rest of the population receiving 
none). In the presence of a large number of 
negative values, the upper bound on the Gini index 
may exceed unity, causing income inequality to be 
overestimated in a conventional 0-1 framework. 
Because approximately 10 percent of all farm 
operator households in the years considered in this 
report have negative household incomes, this report 
adopts the concept of adjusted Gini coefficient (G'). 
In this specification, the distribution of income is 
normalized so that the value of the Gini has an 
upper bound of unity. The adjusted Gini index, 
which was originally proposed by Chen, Tsaur.and 
Rhai (1982) and was further developed by Berrebi 
and Silber (1985), is computed as follows: 

/Ï+1 

1 *{yn)j:jyj ^{Mn)j:yj 
M H 

(1 + 2m) 

where 

y/- YjInY and     Y^'£YJn>0 

In these equations, n is the total number of farm 
operator households, y^ is the income share of the j* 
farm operator household, Y^ is j*^ household's total 
income where Y, ú...^ Y, with some Yj < 0, and m 
is the size of the subset of farm operator 
households whose combined income is zero with Y, 
ú...^ Y^. For computational purposes, m is 
determined where the sum of incomes over the first 
m households is negative and the first m + 1 
households is positive. 

The interested data user may wish to compare the 
Gini coefficients in this report to those reported by 
the Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, for U.S. households using micro-level 
data (for example, see U.S. Department of 
Commerce, 1991a). These indices are computed 
without adjusting for the presence of negative 
values. Instead, zeros replace the negative values, 
which should not cause the computed Ginis to have 
serious bias, because among all U.S. households, 
unlike among farm operator households, the 
percentage reporting negative incomes is minimal. 

Major occupation-That occupation where the 
operator or spouse spent the majority of his or her 
work time. 

Net worth-Three concepts of net worth are 
considered in this publication. Net worth of the farm 
business includes the shares of all operators, 
partners, and corporate share holders.  It equals the 
value of all assets owned (excluding crops under 
CCC loan) less total farm debt (excluding CCC loan 
debt). Farm net worth of the farm operator 
household is equal to the farm operator household's 
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share of the farm business net worth. Nonfarm net 
worth is defined as the total market value of farm 
operator household's assets less the value of any 
outstanding household debts. 

Poverty level-The definition of poverty used in this 
report is that established by the Office of 
Management and Budget and consists of money 
income levels that vary by year, family size, and 
composition (appendix table 5) (for further 
discussion, see U.S. Department of Commerce, 
1991b). 

Rate of return on assets-The ratio of the sum of 
net farm income of the business and interest, less 
an imputation for the value of the operator and 
unpaid labor to the value of the farm assets, 
expressed as a percent. The net farm income 
concept is an accrual concept that includes 
noncash items: depreciation, value of inventory 
change, an imputed value for the operator farm 
dwelling, the value of farm products consumed on 
the farm, and in-kind perquisites for hired labor. 

Rate of return on equlty-The ratio of the net farm 
income of the business less an imputation for the 
value of the operator and unpaid labor to the value 
of farm equity, expressed as a percent. The net 
farm income concept is an accrual concept that 
includes noncash items: depreciation, value of 
inventory change, an imputed value for the operator 
farm dwelling, the value of farm products consumed 
on the farm, and in-kind perquisites for hired labor. 

Reglon-The regions considered in this report are 
those as defined by the Bureau of the Census. The 
South includes the East South Central (Alabama, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, and Tennessee), West South 
Central (Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas) 
and South Atlantic (Oetaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Virginia, 
and West Virginia) divisions. The West includes the 
Mountain (Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming) ^nd 
Pacific (California, Oregon, and Washington) 
divisions. The Northeast region includes the New 
England (Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont) and the 
Middle Atlantic (New Jersey, New York, and 
Pennsylvania) divisions. The Midwest region 
includes the East North Central (Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, Ohio, and Wisconsin) and the West North 
Central (Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota) 
divisions. 

Tenancy-Based on the extent of ownership of 
operated acreage. A farm is classified under full 
tenancy if the operation owns none of the acreage. 
Under full ownership, ttie operation owns all the 
acreage, and none is rented. Two other tenure 
arrangements are considered in this report based 
on part-ownership: (1) part of the acreage is rented, 
with less than 50 percent of the land owned; and (2) 
part of the acreage is rented, with 50 percent or 
more of the land owned. 

Appendix table 5--Weighted*average poverty 
thresholds, 1988-90 

Poverty threshold 

Size of family unit 1988       1989       1930 

One person: 

Aged 64 years or younger 

Aged 65 years or older 

Two persons: 

Operator aged 64 years or 
younger 

Operator aged 65 years or 
older 

Three persons 

Four persons 

Five persons 

Six persons 

Seven persons 

Eight persons 

Nine or more persons 

Dollars 

6,155      6,451      6,800 

5,674      5,947     6,268 

7,958 8,343 8,794 

7.158 7,501 7,905 

9,453 9,885 10»149 

12,092 12,674 13,359 

14,305 14,990 15,792 

16,149 16,921 17,839 

18,248 19,162 20,241 

20,279 21,328 22,582 

24,133 25,480 26.848 

Sources: U.S. Department of Commerce, 1989a, 1990b, 1991b. 
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Agriculture, 

For an entertaining, informative summary of the highlights of agriculture in 
America, order your copy of this wall chart today. This 50" x 45" wall chart 
explodes with photographs, drawings, maps, and charts that depict significant 
events in the history of American agriculture. The time-line wall chart provide 
a decade-by-decade account of the economic and social trends, technologies, 
legislation, movements, and efforts that have shaped U.S. agriculture from 
pre-Colonial times to the present. 

To order, call 1-800-999-6779 or send $16.00 by check or money order to 
ERS-NASS, 341 Victory Drive, Herndon, VA 22070. Ask for P0SÏ11. 
For foreign orders, call 703/834-0125, or if ordering by mail, 
add 25% for shipping and handlinii'. 



U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Economic Research Service 

SUMMARY OF REPORT 

U.S. Farm Sector Continues Financial 
Recovery  Number 4, December 1992 

In 1990, U.S. farm businesses continued to recover 
from the financial problems encountered during the 
early and mid-1980's, according to the most recent 

Farm Costs and Returns Survey. Based on their overall 
financial performance, a combination of net cash farm 
income and debt/asset ratio, farm businesses in 1990 
were in the strongest financial condition since 1984. 

Gross income more than kept pace with rising ex- 
penses, even with dramatic reductions in Government 
support. Following widespread drought in 1988, aver- 
age net incomes rebounded strongly in 1989 and 1990, 
After several years of reductions in the use of debt capi- 
tal, 1990 saw a moderate rise in debt-financed capital 
purchases. Farm businesses were also in a better posi- 
tion to service debt in 1990 than at any other time dur- 
ing the 1987-90 period. 

Number of Vulnerable Farms Down 
Each year, a segment of farms experiences extreme fi- 

nancial difficulties, but the size of that segment has been 
steadily declining over the past few years. Roughly 7 
percent of farms entered 1991 in a vulnerable financial 
position, having a relatively high amount of debt in 
combination with negative net income. This level of vul- 
nerability compares with 11.6 percent in 1986. 

Nearly two-thirds of vulnerable farms had gross 
sales below $40,000. These small, part-time operations 
are perhaps better able to cope with farm financial diffi- 
culties, since many have access to off-farm earnings to 
support their farm business. 

Even though the composition of vulnerable farms has 
not changed much with regard to farm size, the geo- 
graphic locations and production specialties associated 
with vulnerable farms have changed considerably since 
1987. The Com Belt had the largest concentration of vul- 
nerable farms in lx)th 1987 and 1990, yet its share of vul- 
nerable farms went from 22 percent in 1987 to 16 
percent in 1990. The Lakes States also had a substantial 
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reduction in the share of vulnerable farms. In contrast, 
the Southeast and Southern Plains regions had the larg- 
est 1987-90 increase in vulnerable farms. 

The proportion of vulnerable farms that specialized 
in cash grains dropped from 26 percent in 1987 to 18 per- 
cent in 1990, the largest reduction for any production 
specialty. 

Incomes Vary by Region and 
Commodity 

The highest average net farm income occurred in the 
Northern Plains, Mountain, and Pacific regions. In- 
creases in expenses outpaced income growth in 1990 for 
farms in the Northeast, Southeast, and Mountain re- 
gions, resulting in lower average net farm income than 
in 1989. Production specialties that, on average, had 
their most profitable year (since 1987) in 1990 were: to- 
bacco; vegetables, fruits, or tree nuts; nursery or green- 
house; beef, hogs, or sheep; and other livestock. 

To Order This Report... 
The information presented here is excerpted 

from Financial Performance of US. Farm Bust- 
nesses, 1987-90, AER-661, by Mitchell J. Morehart, 
James D. Johnson, and David E. Banker, The cost is 
$14.00. 

To order, dial 1-800-999-6779 (toll free in the 
United States and Canada). 

Please add 25 f)ercent to foreign addresses 
(including Canada). Charge your purchase to your 
VISA or MasterCard. Or send a check or purchase 
order (made payable to ERS-N ASS) to: 

ERS-NASS 
341 Victory Drive 
Hemdon, VA 22070. 




