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nearly 20% of the server software market
and growing.
The Connecticut lawsuit couldn’t show any
harm to consumers or competition. The
record supported Microsoft’s position—that
its efforts to provide Windows NT has increased choice, increased features and dramatically reduced prices for customers seeking to use high-end PCs and servers.
Fortunately for all of us, the jury in the
Bristol case recognized that antitrust laws
are designed to protect competition, not
competitors.
It is unfortunate that the Department of
Justice, joined by some state attorneys general, does not share that view. Indeed, another lesson from the Bristol case is that the
selective and subjective use of out-of-context
e-mail snippets, while perhaps good theater,
does not prove an antitrust case.
Seen in this light, the Bristol jury’s verdict ought to concern the government. Why?
If the Bristol verdict illustrates anything,
it’s that eight everyday consumers can recognize the intense level of competition that
exists in today’s software industry and the
obvious benefits of low prices and better
products for consumers.
Given that reality, the government’s long
battle against America’s most admired company is a waste of taxpayer money. It’s a
flawed proceeding for which consumers
clearly have no use.
By issuing a verdict reaffirming the procompetitive and pro-consumer nature of today’s software industry, the Connecticut
jury signaled its support of continued innovation and free-market competition.
Paul Rothstein is a professor of law at
Georgetown University and a consultant to
Microsoft who has studied antitrust law
under a U.S. Government Fulbright grant.
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CRANBERRY AMENDMENT TO AGRICULTURE
APPROPRIATIONS
BILL
Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I would
like to clarify that during the passage
of the Agriculture Appropriations bill
last night, S. 1233, Senator GORDON
SMITH’s amendment on cranberry marketing was adopted without the proper
co-sponsorship. Mr. SMITH’s cranberry
marketing amendment, begun by Senator WYDEN, was to be co-sponsored by
Senator WYDEN and myself, as well as
Senators FEINGOLD, KERRY, KENNEDY,
and MURRAY.
Mr. WYDEN. I Thank Senator KOHL.
I appreciate the clarification and all
his hard work on this issue of importance to cranberry growers across the
country. When we go to conference on
this bill, I will continue to support this
amendment.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT CONFERENCE
REPORT
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise tonight to express my regret that I am
unable to sign the conference repot on
the Fiscal Year 2000 Department of Defense Authorization Act.
This was my first year as a member
of the Armed Service Committee. I
want to commend Chairman WARNER
and Senator LEVIN for their leadership
and commitment to our nation’s defense. The committee provided ample
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opportunity for me to learn about the
issues, participate in the discussion,
and express my views. I believe that
the process which created this bill was,
overall, thoughtful and fair.
This bill has many excellent provisions. It provides for a significant increase in defense spending but allocates the funds wisely. In creases funds
for research and development which we
must invest in if we are to remain the
world’s finest fighting force. It adds additional funds to the service’s operation and maintenance accounts which
should ease the strain of keeping our
bases and equipment in good condition.
The bill also funds many of the Service
Chief’s unfunded requirements, items,
that are not flashy but are vital to
military readiness.
Certainly the most important parts
of this bill are those that address the
issue of recruitment and retention.
This bill provides for a pay increase,
restoration of retirement benefits, and
special incentive pays. The bill also begins to address some of the problems
identified in the military healthcare
system. Our men and women in uniform work tirelessly every day to defend the principles of this country and
they deserve the benefits that are included in this legislation.
I have grave concerns, however, over
the sections of this bill which affect
the Department of Energy. A reorganization of the agency which manages
our nation’s nuclear arsenal should not
be undertaken quickly or haphazardly.
Yet this conference report contains
language which was not considered by
any committee or debated on the floor
of either the House or the Senate. The
ramifications of these provisions are
unclear. Regrettably, I am unable to
support a report which contains such
provisions until I have had the opportunity to study them further.
I hope that further analysis reveals
that this reorganization is workable
and that ultimately, I am able to vote
in favor of this report. However, at this
time, I am reserving my judgment and
will not sign the conference report.
f

PET SAFETY AND PROTECTION
ACT OF 1999
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I welcome this opportunity to express my
strong support for the Pet Safety and
Protection Act of 1999, which will protect pets from unscrupulous animal
dealers seeking to sell them to labs for
biomedical research.
Animals play a critical role in biomedical research, but we must do all
we can to ensure that research involving animals is regulated responsibly.
Animal dealers and research facilities
must be certain that lost or stolen pets
do not end up in a research laboratory.
This bill will guarantee that only legitimate dealers who can verify the origin of their animals will be authorized
to sell to research facilities. The Pet
Safety and Protection Act of 1999 reaffirms the nation’s commitment to safe
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and responsible biomedical research,
while maintaining high ethical standards in the treatment of animals.
f

ELECTRONIC COMMERCE EXTENSION ESTABLISHMENT ACT OF
1999
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, yesterday I was pleased to be joined by
Senators ROCKEFELLER, SNOWE, and MIKULSKI in introducing the Electronic
Commerce Extension Establishment
Act of 1999. The purpose of the bill is
simple—to ensure that small businesses in every corner of our nation
fully participate in the electronic commerce revolution unfolding around us
by helping them find and adopt the
right e-commerce technology and techniques. It does this by authorizing an
‘‘electronic commerce extension’’ program at the National Institute of
Standards and Technology modeled on
NIST’s existing, highly successful Manufacturing Extension Program.
Everywhere you look today, e-commerce is starting a revolution in American business. Precise e-commerce
numbers are hard to come by, but by
one estimate e-commerce sales in 1998
were $100 billion. If you add in the
hardware, software, and services making those sales possible, the number
rises to $300 billion. Another estimate
has business to business e-commerce
growing to $1.3 trillion by 2003. Whatever the exact numbers, an amazing
change in our economy has begun.
But the shift to e-commerce is about
more than new ways to sell things; it’s
about new ways to do things. It promises to transform how we do business
and thereby boost productivity, the
root of long term improvements in our
standard of living. A recent Washington Post piece on Cisco Systems, a
major supplier of Internet hardware,
notes that Cisco saved $500 million last
year by selling its products and buying
its supplies online. Imagine the productivity and economic growth spurred
when more firms get efficiencies like
that. And that’s the point of the bill, to
make sure that small businesses get
those benefits too.
Electronic commerce is a new use of
information
technology
and
the
Ineternet. Many people suspect information technology is the major driver
behind the productivity and economic
growth we’ve been enjoying. The crucial verb here is ‘‘use.’’ It is the widespread use of a more productive technology that sustains accelerated productivity growth. It was steam engine,
not its sales, that powered the industrial revolution.
Closer to today, in 1987, Nobel Prize
winning
economist
Robert
Solow
quipped, ‘‘We see the computer age everywhere but in the productivity statistics.’’ Well, it looks like the computer has started to show up because
more people are using them in more
ways, like e-commerce. Information
technology producers, companies like
Cisco Systems who are, notably, some
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