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This book is dedicated to the rural youth of
America. It was produced in the Department of
Agriculture in cooperation with the five other
sponsoring agencies of the Conference—the Depart-
ments of Labor, Interior, Health, Education
and Welfare, the Office of Economic Opportunity, and
the President’s Council on Youth Opportunity, as
well as a number of private organizations. Its pur-
pose is to supplement the information and
insights provided by the National Outlook Conference
on Rural Youth, and to serve as a resource for
work in behalf of rural youth at State and local
levels.

In compiling a book of this kind, problems of
consistency are unavoidable due to the wide
range of sources from which data have been
collected. To resolve these problems, we have
used the best, most recent, and most reliable data
we could find and have indicated the sources.
Historical trends and projections on a national basis
involve the old as well as the young, the urban

U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE population as well as the rural, but are a necessary
NATIONAL AGRICULTURL Li5! backdrop for an -overall understanding of what

{ is happening in the fields of education, employment,
“ | 6 1908 health, welfare, and other facets of life in a
changing society.
! Space limitations dictate that no one aspect of a
CATALOGING PREP broad spectrum of interests and concerns can
be treated fully or in detail. For further study and
detailed statistics, a supplement of supporting data
for the charts accompanies this book. The procedure
for obtaining a set of slides of the graphic material
is given on the back cover.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

FOREWORD

Fully one-third of our Nation's youth live on farms or
in small towns and communities. As our concern for
our cities increases, this vital segment of our
population is sometimes overlooked.

In establishing the National Outlook Conference of
Rural Youth, it was our intent to assure that our rural
youth will have all the opportunities available to other
Americans -- in health, in education, in employment,
in all areas of human endeavor.

This fact book, Age of Transition: Rural Youth in a
Changing Society, shows the strides we have made, and
are making, to revitalize rural America. I hope it will
be a useful tool for State, coﬁnf;;: and community groups
in conducting similar conferences.

Our rural youth must né’éj’ge%om forgotten minority.
Their contributions to America are great; they must
be full partners in our prosperity.
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Population is on the rise everywhere
and shows no signs of worldwide decline in
the next few decades. In the world as a
whole, young people (under 25 years of
age) make up half or more of the total.

In the United States, we have nearly
200 million people now, about two-fifths
of them not yet of voting age. The large
majority of our citizens live in cities; less
than a third live in rural areas. Many
Americans move from one place to
another, mainly from city to city, but
many from country to city. Young people
in their most productive years are most
likely to migrate.

IT'S A CROWDED WORLD ...

...and getting more crowded
every year. Today the family of
man numbers about 3.4 billion
members. In just 35 years, the
family may be twice as big.
Growing up in this world means
coming of age with the increas-
ing problems of developing
nations, the poorer peoples of
the earth. By the year 2000,
the less advanced countries of
the world will have more than
three-quarters of the world
population.
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the world we live in

The United States, too, has been adding to its population—
nearly 100 million persons in the last 50 years. The entire
population of the nation in 1800 was less than the New York
City of the mid-1960’s. In the last decade alone, we have added
the equivalent of the population of New York State—with most of
New England thrown in for good measure,

As our population has soared, we have gradually turned into
a nation of city dwellers. Most Americans were rural people in
the beginning of our history. But since 1920, less than half the
population has been rural. Today seven out of 10 citizens live in
the cities and suburbs. Within the rural population, farmers and
their families have become the smaller share.
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WHERE THE YOUTH ARE
All over, that's where. More than half the world's people have yet to celebrate their 25th birthday. And in South Asia, Latin America

and Africa, three out of five persons in 1965 were under 25.
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the world we live in

The proportion of young people in our population decreased throughout the first half of the century. But in the 1950Q’s, the trend re-
versed itself, and sharply. Today we are becoming an increasingly young nation.
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The most rural group of American youth are the Indians, three-
fourths of whom lived in rural areas in 1960. The least rural are
boys and girls of Japanese and Chinese ancestry.

WHERE THEY LIVE: RURAL YOUTH, 5 TO 19 &
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About 71 percent of the rural white youth 5 to 19 years old
lived in the South and North Central States in 1960, whereas
87 percent of the nonwhite persons in that age group lived in
just the Southern Region.

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF RURAL YOUTH,
5-19, BY COLOR, 1960
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The need for education to prepare for
life in the broadest sense and, more speci-
fically, to make a living is expanding at all
levels and at an accelerating rate. More
young people than ever before are going
to school for longer periods. More are
graduating from high school. More are
going on to college. And more are seeking
advanced degrees.

Vocational education is entering new
fields and becoming broader in scope. This
kind of instruction is needed for many
growing occupations and is being offered
in an Increasing number of institutions
and locations in every State. More than
6 million students were enrolled in fed-
erally aided vocational classes in 1966.
Nearly 45,000 rural residents in 1966 took
advantage of institutional and on-the-job
training provided in the Manpower De-
velopment and Training Act. Rural resi-
dents were about 19 percent of the total
enrollees. Most were nonfarm men learn-
ing skills for nonagricultural jobs. About
one-third of the rural trainees were under
age 22.

Between 1950 and 1960, both rural and
urban students improved their educational
performance by completing more years in
school and lowering the dropout rate.
Rural-urban differences in the quality of
education narrowed during the decade by
some measures, but rural schools had not
yvet caught up with urban standards by
1960.

LEARNING FOR TOMORROW

Preparing for the complexities of working life takes more-time of more children today
than it did at the turn of the century when enrollment in elementary and secondary
schools was only about 15 million. In 1965 the enrollment was nearly three times that
figure.

ENROLLMENT IN ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

MILLION STUDENTS

1960 1965

1910

1900 1920 1930 1940 1950

SOURCE : Office of Education, Department of Health, Education and Welfare
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THE VOCATIONAL VIEW

Thus, the percentage of all 17-year-olds In a period when the number of jobs in farming touched the lowest point in
numbered among the graduates rises steadily. decades, enrollment in vocational agriculture rose to new heights—about 900,
000 persons in 1966, from ninth grade through post-secondary levels. In that
year, slightly over one-half of the 100,000 students who completed their
MOST YOUTH ARE HIGH SCHOOL courses in this field went on to college, into the Armed Forces, or were other-
GRADUATES wise not available for jobs. More than three-fifths of those placed went into
§ 100 farming or agriculture-related occupations.
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While the number of students in agriculture has steadily increased for
decades, their percentage of total enroliment has been declining. Agricul-
ture has had as much as a fourth of the total enrollment in the past. Today
it has only about 15 percent.

The same thing has happened to enrollment in home economics and
trades and industry—the other early starters in the field of vocational
education—as new courses have been introduced.

ENROLLMENT IN FEDERALLY AIDED VOCATIONAL CLASSES
SCHOOL YEAR

1819-
1920

1589
1040

1958~
1360
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P AGRICULTURE s TRADES & INDUSTRY naEn: TECHNICAL
s DISTRIBUTION VR RN HEALTH 1§35 OFFICE

N HOME ECONOMICS
SOURCE : Office of Education, Department of Health, Education and Welfare
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THE TRAINING THEY CHOOSE
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. . AND THE COURSES THEY TAKE

Agriculture and home economics are the most popular voca- students were in these courses, but the actual number was small.
tional courses in Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, Mississippi and In New Jersey, Maryland and New York, where agriculture and
South Carolina, where more than three-fourths of the 1966 total home economics claimed relatively few of the students, large
enroliment in vocational education was in these two courses. In  numbers were enrolled for training in office occupations and in
New Hampshire, too, more than 75 percent of the vocational trades and industry.
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40,864 39,252 6,940 3,200 5,234 325 3,870
55 2,343 1,636 8,006 20,601 4,028 9,964
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29,363 42,159 2,796 537 6,183 164 1,303
21,171 142,455 = 237,658 2,543 5,529 36,397 23,685
3,690 27,438 12,696 2,477 9,273 4,473 2,619
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4,415 9,703 2,401 7,423 15,676 11,3756 11,630
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17,852 39,603 205 640 4,304 —_ 2,562
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4,899 16,260 89,960 774 9,685 375 3,143
1,229 43,392 66,945 20,181 39,259 38,224 25,200
15,193 76,112 56,532 10,218 58,647 27,687 46,102
25,692 44,499 19,157 5,759 17,146 13,580 9,967
36,709 35,905 1,748 24,104 34,150 28,026 717,570
17,867 41,205 10,832 1,832 4,119 310 1,511
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preparing for life

It is hard for a child who can read to
imagine what it means to be an adult
who can’t.

He can’t follow instructions for han-
dling machinery. He can’t take a tele-
phone message, add up a grocery bill or
sign a personal check. And he is incapable
of absorbing training that requires a text
book.

There are 2.7 million such adults in the
U.S. today—people without any schooling
at all—and another 23 million who never
finished grade school.

Add to this the fact that jobs for manual
workers are drying up and it is easy to
see why the rate of unemployment in the
city among illiterate adults runs to 50 per-
cent. Among the semi-literate, it is 25 per-
cent. The national average is less than 5
percent.

In a recent study, nearly two-thirds of
the people on the Chicago welfare roles
were found to have less than a sixth grade
education. In New York this figure is one-
half while in Arkansas 89 percent of all
persons on welfare showed less than a
fourth grade education.

18

WHERE THE MONEY COMES FROM

From the folks at home, to a
large extent. Over the years;
local governments

have provided from 64 to 84
percent of the total financial
support for voeational educa-
tian. And local governments; in

FEDERAL

STATE

LOCAL
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turn, have borne a larger share
than the States, ranging from
40 to nearly 50 percent of the
total. Mot only do local govern-
ments provide financial sup-
port, they alse play a major part
in determining spending.
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THE AREA LOOK

A promising new development for vocational education is the The schools stretch their training resources by serving larger
growth of the Area Vocational Education Schools, at both sec- areas. In general, the States with the largest enrollments in
ondary and higher levels. Every State but three had at least one vocational courses are keeping pace by having the largest num-
school in 1966. The exceptions plan area schools for 1967. ber of area schools.

AREA VOCATIONAL EDUCATION SCHOOLS *
1967 ESTIMATFD

ALASKA—1
HAWAII—5
GUAM—1
PUERTO RICO—I15
VIRGIN ISLANDS—2 “Includes all schools designated by the State
Boards for vocational education as area voca-

tional schools, including those under construc-
tion, high school and college levels.

© SOURCE: Office of Education, Department of Health, Education and Welfare
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preparing for life

CONSOLIDATING THE RESOURCES OF EDUCATION

BOOM AT THE TOP

19506

The reorganization of school districts and consolidation of
small schools—especially in rural areas—has been going on for
more than three decades. There were more than 127,000
school districts in the Nation in 1932, only about 27,000 in
the 1965/66 school year. It is a national trend—despite rec-
ognition that certain small schools must be retained and up-
graded—and represents an effort to provide better education by
combining the resources of a larger area.

LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN THE UNITED STATES

.
THOUSANDS 20

SOURCE: Office of Education, Department of Health, Education and Welfare

Higher education, too, is experiencing a boom. The trend
has been going on since the Gl of World War || went back to
school. The pace isn't likely to slacken in the near future.

COLLEGE ENROLLMENT
MILLION

1 o 8 STUDENTS

1975

PROJECTED

COLLEGE STUDENTS GROWING PROPORTION
OF ALL 18 -21-YEAR OLDS

EEYYTIVYTYY
1965 ﬁ\”'ﬁﬂ*@%”ﬁ‘*
ﬁﬁﬁﬂ#@ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ#

10 PERCENT IN COLLEGE

SOURCE: Office of Education, Department of Health, Education and Welfare
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THE COURSE THEY FAVOR

Education, the social sciences, and business and commerce especially in teaching and resea[ch, d_emands a college degrge.
are far and away the most popular subjects, in terms of the num- . The same subjects—plus engineering--are also the leading
ber of degrees earned. And employment in many of these fields, fields of study in graduate schools.

BACHELOR DEGREES EARNED IN MAJOR FIELDS, 1964-65 . . . AND ENROLLMENT FOR ADVANCED DEGREES
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OPPORTUNITY OUTLOOK

The biggest growth in jobs
is expected in the professional
and technical fields, where a
post-secondary degree is
required. But the need for
skilled workers will continue
to expand in some industries
and occupations. The demand
will depend in part on the
growth of business. But it will
also be determined by the
need to replace the worker
who retires or dies.

WORKERS NEEDED TO REPLACE THOSE
WHO DIE OR RETIRE DURING 1965-1975

NEW WORKERS NEEDED BECAUSE OF
OCCUPATIONAL GROWTH

JOB OPPORTUNITIES ARE DETERMINED BY GROWTH PLUS REPLACEMENT

HUNDRED THOUSAND PERSONS

11—

0—

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Department of Labor

ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL TEACHERS

ENGINEERS

REGISTERED ELECTRICIANS
NURSES
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FORMAL TRAINING IS NEEDED

PROJECTED EMPLOYMENT

GROWTH 1965-1975

PRDFESSIONAL AND
TECHNICAL WORKERS

SERVICE WORKERS
INCLUDING DDMESTICS

CLERICAL WORKERS

MANAGERS, OFFICIALS
AND PROPRIETDRS

CRAFTSMEN, FDREMEN
AND KINDREO WORKERS

SALES WORKERS

DPERATIVES

NDNFARM LABORERS

FARMERS AND
FARMWORKERS

40,657

FOR MOST RAPIDLY GROWING KINDS OF WORK

PROPORTION OF WORKERS
WITH FORMAL TRAINING*

There are opportunities for training
those who don’t go on to college or
who need a refresher course to insure
productive employment. And the
training will be of practical value.
Despite the growth of mechanization,
the pace of technological change,
trained people in large numbers will
be used in the service industries,
clerical work, skilled labor and sales.

THE NEED FOR HEALTH SERVICE PERSONNEL
WILL RISE SHARPLY IN THE COMING DECADE
5

'y

MILLIONS

:,H ffjdi

1966-1975 1966-1975 1966-1975
PHYSICIANS NURSES OTHER HEALTH
PERSONNEL
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preparing for lif

EDUCATION ON THE PRODUCTION LINE

For mechanic, clerk, or farmworker, the Manpower Develop- who were then under 22 years of age.
ment and Training Act provides training programs for a wide MNearly 45,000 rural residents were enrolled in the training
range of jobs, training of the institutional type as well as on-the- programs in 1966, They made up 19 percent of the total enrolled
job training. in the courses. Only a sixth of the rural participants were being
In 1966, from one-third to rore than one-half of all MDTA  trained in agriculture or related occupations. The rest were de-
activities (counseling, testing and placement) involved youth veloping nonagricultural skills.

RURAL ENROLLMENT IN MANPOWER DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING ACT PROGRAMS, 1966

12 YEARS AND OVER

B-11 YEARS
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E-11 YEARS
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TRAINING FOR HEALTH THE PLUS VALUE OF EDUCATION IS A DOLLAR SIGN

The Nation’s health services—in the hospitals, the clinics, the
nursing homes—are enjoying a population explosion all their own.
The growing demand for health services will be filled by substantial
numbers of paramedical (or nonprofessional) workers—many of
whom are being trained in Manpower Development and Training Act
programs. The array of job training includes assistants in medical
laboratories, operating rooms, health clinics, rehabilitation units,
X-ray departments and medical record units.

TRAINEES IN HEALTH-RELATED
OCCUPATIONS UNDER THE MANPOWER
DEVELOPMENT TRAINING ACT, 1962 TO 1966

THOUSAND STUDENTS
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preparing for life

High school may look pretty grim to a
restless boy faced with homework and
family curfews every night, but how does
it look to that same boy 10 years later?

The question, “If you could start life
over, what would you do differently?”’
was asked recently of 307 young men.
They had all been in the eighth grade to-
gether in rural eastern Kentucky about
10 years earlier.

About half had left their rural homes
for cities in Kentucky or southern Ohio.
The rest stayed in the country.

In the urban group, 65 of the young men
had finished high school and 85 hadn’t. In
the rural group, 74 had finished high
school and 83 had quit.

Possible answers to what they would
do differently were: (a) nothing; (b) get
more education; (c¢) study harder in
school; (d) learn a trade; (e) save money;
(f) postpone marriage; and (g) other.

Eighty-one percent of the rural dropouts
and 80 percent of the urban dropouts said
they’d get more education if they could
start over again.

Even among the high school graduates,
35 percent of the rural group and 46 per-
cent of the urbanites said they’d get more
education.

26

THE FARMER'S EDUCATION AND WHAT HE EARNS (1960 FIGURES)
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Not only are the gains consistent,
but they are lasting. By any mea-
sure of earning power—monthly,
yearly or a lifetime—education mark-
edly affects the legitimate expecta-
tions of a greater financial reward
for a job well done. The rule holds
true on the farm as well as in indus-
try.

MEDIAN INCOME IN 1964 FOR MALES,

BY EDUCATION

THOUSAND
DOLLARS

12—

AGE 25-34

SOURCE : Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce

AND AGE

35-44

17 YEARE AND OVER

1370 15 YERRS

45-54

55-64
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CITY SCHOOL, COUNTRY SCHOOLHOUSE

The difference between education in the city and in the coun-
try grows smaller every year. But the two are not yet equal. One
of the major differences is the lack of preschool education in
many rural areas.

Despite improvement between 1950 and 1960, only 22 percent
of all 5-year-olds in rural areas were in kindergarten at the end
of the decade. In the cities, the comparable figure was 46 per-
cent.

PERCENTAGE OF
5-YEAR-OLDS
ENROLLED IN
KINDERGARTEN, 1960

SOURCE: Economic Research Service, Department of Agriculture

Yet rural-urban parity of enrollment can be achieved, even
under widely different conditions. Take, for example, the high
rural enrollment in such States as Hawaii, New York, Michigan,
Connecticut, New Jersey, lowa, Nebraska and California. These
States all had over half their rural 5-year-olds in kindergarten in
1960. In contrast, there were 14 States (all but one of them in
the South) where less than 10 percent of all eligible rural chil-
dren were getting the benefit of kindergarten.

K

E
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RURAL ﬂ

"COMPLETELY URBAN
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STUDENTS ON TARGET

PERCENTAGE )
OF NONFARM

N__, STUDENTS RURAL
RETARDED
IN
SCHOOL

URBAN

8 TO 13-YEAR-OLDS 26.5 | 11.2 § 21.3
376 | 17.9 | 32.7

16 TO 17-YEAR-OLDS 34.3 | 174 || 29.9

PERCENTAGE
OF NONFARM
STUDENTS RURAL
ACCELERATED
IN

SCHOOL

URBAN

8 TO 13-YEAR-OLDS

14 TO 15-YEAR-OLDS

16 TO 17-YEAR-OLDS




16 AND 17 YEAR-OLDS ENROLLED IN SCHOOL, BY RESIDENCE, SEX AND COLOR

1950 1960 1950 1960 1950 1960 1HG0 - 1960 18950 1960 Ll Tuai

RURAL RURAL
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]
PERUCENT




PROGRESS FOR THE SCHOLARS

The dropout rate for all
students, rural and urban,
white and nonwhite, fell
between 1950 and 1960. Rural
youth greatly exceeded urban
youth in reducing the dropout
rate.

As a result, the gap between
the average education of young
rural and urban adults
narrowed. '

. WHITE

. NON WHITE

SOURCE : Economic Research Service, Department

14-24 YEAR-OLDS WITH LESS THAN 12 YEARS OF SCHOOLING AND NOT
ENROLLED IN SCHOOL, 1950 AND 1960

PERCENT
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preparing for life

THE GEOGRAPHY OF FAILURE

SCHOOL DROPOUT

RATES HIGHER AMONG
SOUTHERN TEENAGERS THAN
THOSE IN NORTH AND WEST

NORTH

WEST
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INDIANS AND THEIR EDUCATION STUDENTS WITH SPANISH SURNAMES

the fi
In 1966 there were 142,000 school age Indian children attend- Somhwgsté\:ﬁ States in
ing school. Three-fifths of the students were attending public TOTAT 1960, the proportion of
schools, a third were attending Bureau of Indian Affairs schools e - 16 a, d 17-vear-old
. S . —_— = n year-olds
and 6 percent were attending mission and other private schools. still in school was far
Enrollment of Indian children in the United States has been below the national
increasing steadily. The 1966 enrollment of 6- to 18-year-olds ; ' average for youth with
was nearly 6 percent higher than the year before. Spanish surnames

The gap was especially
marked for the rural
youth.

THOUSAND STUDENTS

ENROLLMENT o
OF INDIAN
POPULATION,
AGES 6-18, BY TYPE i URBAN
OF SCHOOL =

"%

(.

il

PUBLIC L2

I 61

RURAL

— -

*52 *54 1?56 '58 ’60 62 ’66
*CHURCH AND OTHER PRIVATE SCHOOLS
SOURCE : Bureau of Indian Affairs, Department of the Interior
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making a living

MORE WORKERS FOR THE WORK

NONFARM EMPLOYMENT SWELLS : Not only will there be more workers to cope with the Nation’s growing economy,
' . ' there will be more young persons under 25 years of age. Also, more women will be
in the job market in the future.

OUR LABOR FORCE: TODAY AND TOMORROW

MILLION PERSONS
60 =

I —

MALES 14-25 FEMALES 14-25 MALES 25 AND DVER FEMALES 25 AND OVER

SOURCE: Manpower Administration, Department of Labor




THE JOBS AHEAD

Growth in occupations will continue to be in the white-collar
jobs--the professional, managerial, clerical and sales categories.
Also, service industries will probably outpace the growth of the
production industries.

EMPLOYMENT IN MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUPS
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Though the employment increases in trade and manufacturing
have been relatively small in the past 15 years, these two industry
groups are still important. They employed more than 30 million
workers in 1965—nearly half the total labor force.
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EMPLOYMENT GAINS DURING 1965-75
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Government, too, is an employer. It represents, in fact, a payroll of nearly 11 million people, or about 16 percent of the total labor
force. Three-fourths of all government employees work for State and local units, with education—teaching, administrating, counseling
—overwhelmingly the most important type of work they do.

STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT WORKERS OUTNUMBER FEDERAL EMPLOYEES, 1966
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Most clerical workers are women. They are the secretaries and management jobs. Today, however, more women are moving up.
stenographers, the bookkeepers and cashiers in the work force. The fact that men dominate in the professions and manage-
Few women have made it into professional occupations in the ment and work more in year-round, full-time jobs helps explain
past, except as teachers and nurses. Fewer still have gained their traditionally higher levels of earnings.

IT'S STILL A MAN’S WORLD IN MOST OCCUPATIONS, 1966
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THE POWER BEHIND THE PLOW
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FEWER WORKERS IN THE FIELD

emarmng States except the Dakotas fell below 25 percent of the
ture-as an employer has been’ falhng. Even ‘before 1880, four b totaI "In’1960 there were 14 States with less than 5 percent of

States had less' than 25 percent of their workers lnragrlculture “their. labor force in agriculture. ‘At the other end of the scale,

By 1950,.22 additional States had fallen below the 25 percent - North and South Dakota each had about a third .of their workers
level:. Durmg the 1950’s and 1960’s farm employment ln aII : m farmmg :
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THE WORKERS WHO AREN'T THERE

Agriculture continued to employ fewer workers in 1966, los-
ing almost 400,000 of its labor force during the year. It was the
greatest drop since 1957-58. The largest decreases were
among the self-employed and their unpaid family workers.
Many workers apparently moved to more attractive nonfarm
employment, or simply failed to enter agriculture as their
parents retired from the farm.

LONG-TERM DECLINE IN AGRICULTURE IS HEAVIEST
AMONG THE SELF-EMPLOYED AND UNPAID FAMILY WORKERS
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Employment is a more seasonal thing for the agricultural
worker than it is for others. And winter is the time when jobs
diminish, unemployment rates soar. By contrast, the nonagri-
cultural worker can look to relatively stable employment
throughout the year.

FARMWORKERS FACE MORE SEASONAL
UNEMPLOYMENT THAN NONFARMWORKERS
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MORE FROM FEWER

One of the important reasons for the drop in farm employment
and the migration from rural areas, is the dramatic rise in farm
productivity.

The farm sector’s rate of 6 percent a year has been more than
twice that of the nonfarm sector, This increase in output per
man-hour reflects the enormous advances in mechanization and
new farm practices such as use of modern chemicals, pesticides
and fertilizers.

FARMWORKERS OUTPACE OTHERS IN PRODUCTION PER MAN-HOUR

NONFARMWORKER:

FARMWORKERS

Betsy’s hometown in the West Virginia
hills boasted all of 45 people—eight fam-
ilies if you counted the folks living in the
hollows.

The hamlet, hard to find on any map,
isn’t too remote, however, for stories
about the Job Corps, to find their way
up the trail. Betsy heard about Job Corps
through the Rural Resource Center oper-
ated by the Community Action Agency in
her area. She learned that this Office of
Economic Opportunity program provided
residential centers for out-of-work, out-
of-school young men and women, where
they could obtain the education and skills
necessary to secure jobs.

Today, Betsy is a Job Corps graduate
with a good job as a stenographer.

The Job Corps, of course, is just one of
the programs of the Office of Economic
Opportunity.

Through the Neighborhood Youth
Corps, rural Community Action Agencies
or other sponsors can help low-income
youth find paid work experience.

By working with a Comprehensive
Neighborhood Health Center, wherever
they exist, rural youth can find on-the-job
training in such careers as home health
aides, clinic aides or transportation aides.

Project Head Start helps needy pre-
school children begin their school career
on more nearly equal terms with their
more fortunate classmates.
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For the man in rural America, blue-collar work is now more important than farming as a source of jobs. White-collar jobs continue to

dominate the job scene for rural women

BLUE-COLLAR WORK REPLACES FARMING AS TOP JOB FOR

RURAL MEN; RURAL WOMEN WORK MOSTLY IN WHITE-COLLAR JOBS
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HOME WITH COUNTRY AIR, JOB WITH CITY LOOK

Farmers and nonfarm residents may live side by side in rural areas, but their jobs are miles apart. The man who lives on the farm
also works the farm, more often than not. But the nonfarm resident usually has a job that is far more akin to typical city blue-collar
work than it is to farming.
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THE MINORITIES FOLLOW SuUIT

During the 1950’s, the trend for the principal minority groups The decade also saw some improvement in the form of higher
was away from agriculture, as was true of the rural population in proportions of minority workers in the better paying, skilled and
general. semiskilled jobs.

OCCUPATIONS OF RURAL NEGROES,
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